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CALENDAR 
 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Friday 8th 
Parent Helper Morning 

Tea 

 

Tuesday 12th 
Whole School Transition 

 

Wednesday 13th 
Grade 6 Graduation 

  
Friday 15th  

Kinder/Foundation 

 Transition Picnic 

 

PPA Meeting 

9.15am in Staffroom 

 

Tuesday 19th 
Grade 5/6 Excursion 

 

Thursday 21st 
Disco 

 

Friday 22nd 
Term 4 Ends  

12.30pm Assembly 

1.00pm Finish 

 

 

 

2018 
JANUARY  

 

Term 1 Begins 

 

Tuesday 30th 
    Students Commence 

 

 

 

MARCH 
 

Tuesday 20th 
Curriculum  Day 

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Parent Helper’s Morning Tea 
The staff would like to thank you for your assistance this year and to say thanks  
we wish to invite you to the Parent Helpers’ Morning Tea on Friday 8th December 
at 11:20am (tomorrow).  The Morning Tea will be held in the Staffroom. Once 
again thank you for your support this year and we hope to see you there. 
 

 

Contributions 2018 
School Contributions for 2018 have been endorsed by School Council and have 
been sent home as a hardcopy with your child.  The contributions are an    
important part in enabling us to provide the best learning environment for the    
children at Parkdale Primary School.  If you are experiencing financial difficulties 
please contact Helen or myself to discuss a payment plan. 
 

 

IMPORTANT: Working With Children’s Check 
Parents require a Working With Children Check if they are attending camp,  
excursions and volunteering in the school e.g. classroom reading, literacy groups, 
garden club, etc.  Applying for a WWCC is done online and is free if you click on 
the volunteer category.   
 

A volunteer school worker is a person who without payment or reward voluntarily 

engages in:  
• School Council functions; 
• activities for the welfare of the school at the request of the Principal or School             
 Council; 
• school work. 
 

To be a volunteer at a school a Working With Children Check card provided by the      
Department of Justice is required. This card is: 
• valid for 5 years 

• transferable between volunteer organisations 

• free of charge for volunteers, but cannot be used for paid employment. 
 

Please note:  Parents need to have a WWCC card before they can volunteer 
in the school in 2018.   http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ 
 
End of Year Reports 
End of Year Reports will be sent out on Friday 15th December.  A slip will be 
placed in the envelope with your child’s teacher and grade for 2018.  If you are 
leaving before this date Reports will be posted.  If you require a separate student 
report please contact your child’s teacher.  
 

Graduation 
It is an exciting time for the Grade 6 students who are busy finalising their Memory 
Books and preparing for their Graduation evening next Wednesday 13th  
December.   



 

From the Principal    …   cont’d. 
 

Building Works (December/January Holidays) 
Dividing wall in the Library to create 2 specialist spaces - Digital Technologies and Japanese. 
Bi-fold doors separating the Music Room and the Gym foyer. 
Small patch of artificial grass will be installed near the Grade 1 portables. 
Maintenance work will be carried out on a number of trees.  
A new PA system will be installed in the Gym. 
Internal Blinds installed in several classrooms. 
Air conditioners upgraded in Foundation wing.  
We are also upgrading our Digital Technologies equipment including:  6 interactive TV’s, 60 iPads for the 
Grade 3 - 6 area and Specialists and 30 laptops.  
 

Book Lists 
Attached at the end of the newsletter are lists of the items which should be packed in your book boxes 
from OfficeMax. 
 

Class Structure for 2018 
In 2018 we will have 29 classes: 
Prep x 5, Grade 1 x 5, Grade 2 x 5, Grade 3 x 4, Grade 4 x 4, Grade 5/6 x 6. 
The current specialist programs will operate in 2018 - Phys.Ed, Visual Arts, Performing Arts,  
Japanese and Digital Technologies. 
 

We have Finalised Staffing for 2018 
We welcome 6 new staff members: Tobi Cunningham, Emily Hibberd, Sophie Durnan, Joshua Hewett,  
Liz Purcell and Tara Moran.   
In 2018 we also welcome back; Tess Anderson, and in part time roles - Emma Free, Bree Jamison, and  
Andrea Strong.  
Sharon Clough will take on a part time role with Andrea Strong in the Art Room.   
Jarrod Bainbridge will be taking up a leadership role out of the classroom. 
We farewell Ellie Dennis, Christy Port and Kat Tsoucalas.  

 
Additional Support: 
The following staff members will be utilised throughout the school as additional support in the  
classroom and across specialist areas:  Bec Taylor, Rachael Hibbins, Jaci Lundy, Emma Free,  
Kerrie Barker, Kath Rodwell, Trish McCarthy, Faye Harris. 
 

Administration 
Leanne Bradney (Principal), Tracy Richards (Assistant Principal), Jarrod Bainbridge (Leading  
Teacher). 
Office Staff:  Helen Teasdale (Business Manager), Lyn Mason-Woods, Diane Galea. 
 

 

 

Leanne Bradney 

Principal   

Foundation Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5/6 Specialists 

Jackie Sell Mel Johnson Sally Murphy Nerida  
McKenzie 

Dillon  
Hendricks 

Leonie  
Haddad 

Cliff  
Anderson/ 
Bec Taylor 

Ash Muir Megan  
Rosenbrock 

Jarrod Sing Nathan James Casey  
Blacklaw 

Gareth Snow Andrea Strong/ 
Sharon Clough 

Bri Beglau Tess  
Anderson 

Michelle  
Cole (Dolling) 

Michelle  
Pieters 

Audrey Ulrich Maddie  
Holland 

Andrea Smith 

Lauren  
Tipping 

Caz Whitfield 
(Duff) 

Taylor Glew/
Emma Wicks 

(Tait) 

Liz Purcell Emily Hibberd Lisa Coe Di Meek/ 
Bree Jamison 

Steph Strong Joshua Hewett Sophie Durnan   Ryan Hubbard Mami  
Sherwood/  
Tara Moran 

     Tobi  
Cunningham 

 



 

GRADE 2 

This week we are finishing up working on  
Persuasive text.  The children have thoroughly  
enjoyed this topic and have loved debating and 
thinking up persuasive arguments for and against 
using emotive language.  
 

Our CAFÉ focus is to identify the type of  
connections we make with text and this week we  
are focusing on text-to-text connections.  
 

In Maths, we have continued with number and place 
value to 1000 and beyond.  We are revising solving 
problems using the four operations using a range  
of strategies.  Please continue to work with children 
at home with number and place value.  
 

In Inquiry we are finishing off our dioramas,  
publishing our habitat facts and the children have 
been recording each other describing them using 
the iPads.  
 

This week students have brought home a note  
regarding Kris Kringle.  Just a reminder that it is a 
$5 limit and presents can be brought in from now 
until Wednesday 20th December.  
 

Have a great week.  
 
 

GRADE 3 
Welcome to Week 9 in Grade 3. 
 

The writing focus for this week is Persuasive writing, 
CAFÉ focus is to identify nouns, pronouns, verbs, 
adjectives and adverbs, whilst, in maths we are  
continuing to explore the concept of Time and  
Temperature. 
 

We hope everyone is travelling well with their  
at home investigative project.  This project is due to 
present in class from the week beginning Monday 
11th December (Week 10). 
 

The students completed a fantastic STEAM  
challenge on Wednesday where their task was to 
build a free-standing Christmas tree using only 
newspaper, tape and glue.  They worked well in 
their groups to create some incredible Christmas 
trees.  You can find your child’s Christmas tree  
creation on SeeSaw. 
 

Homework continues and students are required to 
read their AR books 5 days a week as well as  
practise their spelling words for their Friday spelling 
test.  
 

Thank you to all parent helpers who continue to  
assist with morning reading in the Grade 3.  
The students thoroughly enjoy reading with you all.  
 

Remember every Tuesday is Nude Food day! To 
help us achieve our nude food goals don’t forget to 
pack nude food in your child’s lunchbox on the day. 
 

Congratulations to this week’s AR Certificate  
recipients:  Jake B, Archie W, Scarlet C and  
Millie H-MacD. 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 
 

FOUNDATION   
Not only has the term flown by, but the entire year! 
The students have been busy writing Santa letters, 
as well as a thank you note to their Buddies. We 
are finalising our Portfolios and look forward to 
sharing those on Wednesday 13th at 3pm.   
 

In Mathematics we are revising Shape –  
recognising and naming 2D shapes and their  
properties (corners, sides etc.) and finding 3D 
shapes in the environment (e.g a can).   
 

Miss Smith has asked that all books be returned to 
the Library, as borrowing has now ended.  We will 
finish up our Take Home Reading program on  
Friday 15th December, and would love some  
helpers to sort out the books in our Foundation 
Corridor on Tuesday 19th from 9am. 
 

A massive thank you to all those who have helped 
us throughout the year.  We have been super 
lucky to have lots of Mums, Dads and  
Grandparents assisting the teachers and students. 
We would like to thank you with a Morning Tea in 
the Staffroom tomorrow from 11:20am.  
 
 
 

GRADE 1 
After a very wet start to the day, we were very 
pleased with how well our excursion to the  
Museum went!  The students were absolutely 
amazing and even impressed the Museum staff 
with their extensive knowledge of bugs!  Thank 
you again to our wonderful helpers, we were so 
grateful for all of your help on the day!  
 

Also a reminder to all of our helpers throughout the 
year, we will be having a whole school Morning 
Tea in the Staffroom at 11:30am on Friday to say 
thank you and would love to see you there!  
 

This week we began a new CAFÉ reading focus 
‘recognise and explain cause and effect  
relationships’.  Using this strategy we aim to  
enhance comprehension skills by identifying and 
making connections between actions (cause) and 
reactions (effect) in the books that they read.  
 

Tuesday is our whole school Transition Day.  The 
children will get to experience what it is like being 
in Grade 2 for the morning!  Unfortunately at this 
stage the children will not be moving up in the 
class grouping for next year.  
 

To celebrate the end of another school year the 
Grade 1 students will be doing a Kris Kringle  
activity with their peers. The students drew the 
names out of a hat today, to find out who their gift 
will be for. Please note, students may only spend a 
maximum of $5 on their gift.  For more  
information look out for the Kris Kringle notice, 
which was sent home today. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

GRADE 4 
The Grade 4 students had a fantastic time at the RRR 
Project Showcase and presented their recyclable 
household products to the other students.  
There were certainly some very unique and interesting 
designs and creations and it was great way to celebrate 
the culmination of a lot of hard work!  
 

Maths:  Students are nearing the end of their unit on 
Time and Temperature and will finish the year with 
some revision and problem solving based games.  
 

Writing: Grade 4 students have been continuing to  
explore response writing in a variety of ways.  
 

Reminders: 
 -  Bike Ed this week was the last session. Thank 
 you to Mr Anderson and all parent helpers for their 
 support and assistance.  
 -  Grade 4 Party notices should have gone home.  
 -  Kris Kringle notes were also sent home. All  
 students were very excited about sharing gifts. 
 Please ensure the $5 limit is adhered to.  
 -  Passion projects are due Monday 11th December. 
 We look forward to a fantastic array of  
 presentations.  
 

The Grade 4 Team has reiterated to all students the  
importance of maintaining a high standard of behaviour, 
work ethic and punctuality during the final weeks of the 
year, as they have throughout 2017.  We'd appreciate 
families supporting us in this endeavour.  
 

Week 10 Spelling Words:  Students will be working 
within their list groups in order to brainstorm 12 words 
they would like to include as their holiday spelling list.  
 

Congratulations to this week’s AR Certificate  
recipients:  Mia C, Curtis B, Lucy R and Darcy F. 
 
GRADE 5/6 

Our Grade 6 students have been rehearsing in  
anticipation for their long-awaited Graduation, at 
Dingley International next Wednesday 13th December; 
they are also very excited about sharing their very  
special “Memory Books” on that evening.  
 

We just ask that parents then take these books home 
when it is time for the students to go and have dinner.  
 

Similarly, our Grade 5s have a great deal to look  
forward to; they have been feverishly preparing their 
“Leadership Speeches” as well as working on their 
Transition Slides, to present to the Year 4s next week.  
 

Having completed Science experiments at home, we 
are all currently enjoying the students’ presentations, 
whether their Scientific Methods have been on  
PowerPoint, poster or booklet.  It has been interesting 
to learn the science behind these experiments.  
 

Good luck to our GATEWAYS Challenge team who go 
on Friday to the next stage of this competition.   
 

Finally, just a reminder that we are all going to GESAC 
on Tuesday, 19th December for our annual, end-of-year 
celebration.  
 

 



 

 

 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


