
Thursday 13th December, 2018 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL -  FINAL NEWSLETTER 2018 

 

Staffing and Grade Structures 

We have completed the recruiting process and we welcome 9 new staff members  
who will be filling classroom and specialist roles; Jo Pyke, Brent Rafferty,  
Sarah Buckingham, Candice Sheldon-Collins, Sam Kennedy, Robbie MacDonald,  
Perri Davies, Louise McLeod and Naoko Nishikawa.  
 

 

We welcome back Emma Free on a fulltime basis. Jaci Lundy is expecting her second 
child and will finish mid February.  Michelle Cole is expecting her first child in May.  
Specialist areas in 2019 will include Phys Ed, Visual Arts, Performing Arts and  
Japanese.  Digital Technologies will be integrated into the classrooms.  We are  
introducing a STEM/Environmental specialist subject in 2019.  Year levels 1-6 will be 
timetabled on a alternative term basis.  Foundation students will be timetabled at  
various times throughout the terms.  Miss Beglau will be taking this program.  
 

 

Support Staff: Trish McCarthy, Faye Harris, Kerrie Barker, Kath Rodwell. 
Office: Helen Teasdale (Business Manager), Lyn Mason-Woods, Diane Galea. 
Administration: Leanne Bradney (Principal), Tracy Richards (Assistant. Principal),  
Jarrod Bainbridge (Leading Teacher) 
 

 

CALENDAR 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 

Monday 17th 

5/6 Excursion 

 

Tuesday 18th 

Talent Show 

 

Wednesday 19th 

Christmas  
Concert 
(9.15am) 

 

Thursday 20th 

School Disco 

 

Friday 21st 
Grade 6 

Beach Day 
 

Friday 21st 
Term 4 Ends 

Assembly 12.30pm 

Dismissal:  1.00pm 

 

2019 

 

JANUARY 

 

Wednesday 

30th January 

Term 1  
Commences 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

Monday 18th - 
Friday 22nd  

Grade 5/6 Beach 

Program 

 

Monday 25th 

Grandparents’ Day 
  
 

 

 

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 

Foundation Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5/6 Specialists 

Jackie Sell Tess  
Arnold 

Sally Murphy Emma Free Dillon  
Hendricks 

Gareth Snow Phys.Ed  
Cliff  
Anderson /  
Bec Taylor 

Ash Muir Megan  
Rosenbrock 

Jarrod Sing Leonie  
Haddad 

Casey  
Blacklaw 

Maddie  
Holland 

Visual Art  
Andrea Strong/ 
Sharon Clough 

Lauren  
Tipping 

Jo Pyke Taylor Glew / 
Sam Kennedy 

Michelle  
Pieters 

Audrey Ulrich Nerida  
McKenzie 

STEM 

Brianna  Beglau 

Steph Strong Sarah 

Buckingham 

Sophie Durnan Brent Rafferty Emily  
Hibberd 

Lisa Coe Performing Arts 
Di Meek / 
Louise McLeod 

Candice  
Sheldon-

Collins 

Robbie  
MacDonald 

Perri Davies   Ryan  
Hubbard 

 

Japanese 
Naoko Nishikawa / 
Deanna Wegman 

Rachael  
Hibbins  
Support 

Rachael  
Hibbins  
Support 

 Michelle Cole 
Support 

 Tobi  
Cunningham 

 

     Nathan James 
 

 



 

From The Principal ……. Cont’d 

 

Congratulations  
Congratulations to Seb Broadbent who has earned the Grey Wolf in Scouting. To attain the top award in 
each of the five sections in Scouting reflects initiative in tackling this challenge, sustained effort over 
many months, plus self discipline, teamwork and leadership.  
 

Christmas Concert 
Parkdale Primary School’s Christmas Concert was scheduled for Friday, however due to weather this has 
been cancelled.  We were unable to re-schedule another night, therefore we will run the Concert on 
Wednesday morning.  A note has been sent home today with further details. 
 

Reports and Class Placement 2019 

Reports will be sent home on Monday 17th December and Grade placement for 2019 on Wednesday 
19th December. 
 

Farewell Grade 6 2018 

The Grade 6 students have been outstanding this year, in being such positive and responsible role  
models for the whole school.  We wish them all the very best at secondary school next year. We hope 
you look back on your primary school years at Parkdale with fond memories.  We also farewell a number 
of families who have been a part of Parkdale Primary for a long time.  Thank you for your support and 
involvement over the years; we wish you all the best for the future. 
 

Farewell Staff 
We farewell Andrea Smith who will be taking up a positon at Kingston Heath PS, Josh Hewett will be 
teaching at Mountview PS and Liz Purcell has taken up a position at Bellbridge PS.  We thank Andrea, 
Josh and Liz for their contribution at PPS, we wish you all the best. 
Mami Sensei will be finishing at the end of the year to begin her maternity leave.  We wish Mami and 
James all the very best for the arrival of their first child.  
Mel Johnson will be on leave for 2019.   
 

Thank You 

On Wednesday we held our Parent Helpers’ Morning Tea.  Our school is very fortunate to have so many 
dedicated parents and relatives who contribute to our school and give our students the very best options 
possible.  If you were unable to attend the morning tea we would like to thank you very much and look      
forward to your continued support in 2019.  
 

Thank you to all the parents who have assisted in the classrooms, on Excursions, Camps, Garden Club, 
Art Show, Fundraisers, Social Events and Working Bees.  
 

Thank you to the members of School Council for supporting the school in its efforts to provide the best  
environment for the children at PPS.  
 

Thank you to the PPA, for fundraising and organising school and social events.  Mother’s Day and  
Father's Day Breakfast and Stall, Second Hand Uniform Sales, Book Club, Fun Run, Trivia Nght, and 
Special Lunch Days.  
 

To the students, it seems like just yesterday that you were learning each other's names and the routines 
of a new year level.  Then we blinked and another year has come to an end.  Reflect on how much you 
have achieved, what your goals were at the beginning of the year to what you accomplished at the end of 
the year.  Celebrate all those achievements no matter how small or big.  
 

To the staff, PPS children are fortunate to have such a hard working and committed staff. Thank you for 
your dedication, support and humour throughout the year.    
 

End of Year Assembly  
The end of year Assembly will be held on Friday 21st December at 12:30pm. 
Children will be dismissed at 1:00pm 

 

First Day back in 2019 

All children start on Wednesday 30th January 2019 (except Foundation who start on Thursday 

31st).  Children are to go straight to their classrooms on the first day back next year.    



 

From The Principal ……. Cont’d 

 

Wrap up of 2018 

It has been another incredibly busy and productive year.  We started the year with the Fun Run, this was 
a highlight and a great start to the year.  Every year Grandparents’ Day is a well attended event, the  
children get to show their special visitors around the school and also perform. 
 

Hundreds of egg and bacon rolls were cooked for the Mother’s Day and Father’s Day Breakfasts. The   
Trivia Night took place in a new venue and was a sell out.  
 

We also had success in the sporting and academic fields including Swimming, Athletics, Aerobics, Boys’ 
Basketball and the Grade 4, 5, 6 GATEWAYS teams.  The NED Show made a visit to PPS and as part of 
wellbeing, the whole school focussed on Kindness. PPS held its first STEAM night with plenty of families 
participating on the night and Footy Day wrapped up Term 3.  
 

The children highlighted their creative talents at the very successful P.A.C.E Art Show. The school 
dressed up as hero's and heroines for Literacy Week and the children thoroughly enjoyed the Origami  
sessions as part of Japanese Week.   
 

In Term 4 we said goodbye to our Grade 6 students at Graduation, as they complete their primary  
education.  The talent quest is always an opportunity for the students to perform and demonstrate their 
various talents and we will finish the year off with the school Disco.  
 

On behalf of the PPS staff, we wish all families a wonderful Christmas and a safe and relaxing holiday.   
 

Leanne Bradney 
Principal 

 

Term Dates 2019 

Term 1 Teachers Resume:   Tuesday 29th January 

Students Begin:       Wednesday 30th January 

Foundation Students:   Thursday 31st January 

 

Wednesday 30th January - Friday 5th April 

Term 2 Monday 22nd - Easter Monday 
 

Tuesday 23rd April - Friday 28th June 

Term 3 Monday 15th July - Friday 19 September 

Term 4 Monday 7th October - Friday 20th December 



 

PPS Dads’ Family Day 

 

Firstly, Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year to all our families and our 
teachers. Enjoy the break and we look forward to strengthening our Dads’ Network and our 
broader school community in 2019, through the ongoing provision of our events each term. 
 

Last weekend we wrapped up our calendar with what is now our Annual Family Day at 
Braeside Park.  We had over 80 members of the school community attend which was a  
fantastic turnout, with each family bringing a gift for charity to support those in the  
community less fortunate than ourselves. 
 

Thank you to all who attended not just Sunday, but all our events throughout the year!  We 
have now had over 700 people attend our events since second term last year, including the 
catalyst event with the Resilience Project that was arranged and hosted by the school. 
 

This year we hosted two nights at Mordi Lifesaving Club with guest speakers and local 
dads,  Shane Price (ERMHA) and Chance Burns.  Chance’s inspirational story about  
overcoming adversity was followed by a live viewing of an AFL game from the first week of 
finals. 
 

We also ran a social night at Sidetracked Go Karting Track, kindly arranged by school dad 
Stu Matthews.  Overall an assortment of events aiming to build relationships, provide some 
insight into the challenges of mental health issues affecting our community and importantly, 
doing all of this through events that aim to not just educate, but encourage and entertain. 
 

See you all in 2019. 

 



 

 

NO PACKET NOVEMBER CHALLENGE  
 

Congratulations to everyone who participated in the No Packet November Challenge. It was  
lovely to get the whole school involved and raise awareness about single packet use.  
 

Here are the Top 5 No Packet November classes: 
 

5th place:    1H and 3J 
4th place:    3M 

3rd place:    FM and FJ 
2nd place:   FT 

1st place:    FB 

 

Foundation B will be having their cooking class the last week of term 
and are very excited to be making pizzas!    :)  



 


