
Thursday 23rd February, 2017 

From the Principal  
 

 

School Council  
Nominations for School Council have closed and we received more nominations 
than vacancies which means we need to hold a ballot.  The school community 
will receive a ballot form and an outline of each candidate.  Instructions on how 
to cast a vote will be included with the ballot form.  The ballot forms will be sent 
home on Monday 27th February and need to be returned to the school office by 
4:00pm on Monday 6th March. 
 

No campaign literature supporting candidates or groups of candidates may be 
distributed or posted in the school or online. No school resources, whether      
human or material, may be used to support a particular candidate or groups of 
candidates.   
 

School Councils have three main responsibilities:  
• Finance – overseeing the development of the school’s annual budget and 

ensuring proper records are kept of the school’s financial operation.  
• Strategic Planning – participating in the development and monitoring of the 

School Strategic Plan.  
• Policy Development and Review – developing, reviewing and updating   

Policies.  
 

Other key functions of School Councils include:  
• maintaining school grounds and facilities.  
• entering into contracts.  
• reporting annually to the school community and the Department.  
• representing and taking the views of the community into account.  
• regulating and facilitating after hours use of school premises and grounds.  
 

Resilience Project 
The staff participated in another professional development session of the  
Resilience Project on Monday night.  This night focused on the three main  
components of the program: Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness.  
 

The staff have already embraced this program and have taken on elements both 
in their professional and personal lives. One of our activities on Monday night 
was to write a Gratitude letter to someone who has had an influence in our lives.  
We do not often take the time to thank those that play a vital role in our daily 
lives.   Although we have only just started this program, as a staff it has already 
made a positive impact.  
 

We hope to see as many parents as possible at the Parent Information Night,  
tonight from 6:00 - 7:30pm.   

CALENDAR 

 

February  
 

Monday 20th - Friday 24th 

5/6 Beach Program 

 

Thursday 23rd  
Resilience Project    
Parent Info Night 

6.00 - 7:30pm in the Gym 

 

 

 

March  
 

Thursday 2nd  
District Swimming 

 

Wednesday 8th &  
Thursday 9th  

Grade 3/4 Excursion 

 

Monday 13th  
Labour Day  

Public  Holiday 

 

Friday 17th  
Fabulous Funtastic Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Information 

Banking Day— 

Tuesday 
 

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 



 

From The Principal ……. cont’d 

 

 

Leadership Positions  
Congratulations to the Peer, Environment and Specialist Leaders who received their badges on Friday.  
SRC badges will be presented at this Friday’s Assembly.  
 

Specialists and Environmental Leaders: 
Japanese: Poppy O’Leary, Zara Geddis, Joey Ashcroft, Brodie Findlay  
Digital Technologies: Veronica Williamson, Sarah Wilson, Max Brown, Damian Figurek  
Visual Arts: Ethan Broadbent, Will Watson, Bianca Callewaert, Elise Dirnbauer  
Performing Arts: Hanna Allen-Theuma, Kaila Morrison, Ashlee Monk, Tamia Houma  
Environmental: Oliver Long-Remfry, Elias Salah, Chloe Cash, Charlie Gray  
 

Peer Support Leaders: 
Lucy Evans, Adelle Gackenheimer, Annie Jenner, Alfie Beresford, Travis Wellman, Jayda Spencer, 
Eva Jenkins, Hannah Kearney, Joanna Kondos, Tristan Andrew, Hugo Epstein, Noah Sandon,  
Jaz Lasker, Grace Ramsay, Miguel Jordon, Ruben McSwan, Alannah Palmer, Zoe Johnson,  
Daniel Burnham, Lauchlan Davis, Archer Read, Elena Basiri, Beth Hudson, Zoe McCurdy,  
Sheriden Steele, Ashar Shahzad, Anton Smith, Emilee Foley, Holly Grimmer, Elloise Prior,  
Maggie Zhong, Ella Bennett, Georgia Anderson, Badr Elwakil, Destin Lafituanai, Ella Dando,  
Richard Young, Dakotah Briggs, Karl Neubauer, Aspen Chamberlain, Ella Grift, Ella Higgins,  
Jade Bain, Steven Noulas  
 

District Swimming 

We wish all the students participating in the Swimming Sports on Thursday 2nd March all the very best. 
The children have been very dedicated in their morning training sessions.  Thank you to Mr Anderson, 
Mr James, Mr Hubbard and Miss Smith for attending the morning training sessions.  
 

Building Works 

The main toilet block has been completed and was in full operation on Wednesday.  The children were 
very excited with their new facilities.  
 

Fantastic Friday Run 4 Fun 

Parkdale Primary School will be holding a Fabulous FUNTASTIC Friday Run 4 Fun for all the students 
as our major fundraiser for the year this term in place of our Annual Fair. This day will be on Friday  
17th March.  A separate flyer has been sent home today with more information.  
 

 

 

Leanne Bradney 

Principal 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND  (CSEF) -   
 

Please contact the school office if you hold a valid Concession Card 
and have not applied for the CSEF for the current year (2017). 



 



 



 

FOUNDATION 

Thank you so much to all our reading volunteers, we 
greatly appreciate your help!  We are still in need for 
helpers though, particularly in Foundation T. 
 

Next Wednesday 1st March will be our final testing 
Wednesday.  Full weeks will start from Monday 6th 
March.  This day will also be when our writing  
sessions with parent helpers.  Sign-up sheets are 
outside the Foundation rooms.  (Foundation D has 
theirs inside).  
 

Our letter of the week this week is ‘m’. Next week it is 
‘f’.  
 

Don’t forget ‘Show and Tell’ is tomorrow! We ask the 
children to bring ONE item to share that begins with 
the letters we have been learning, either an ‘s’ or an 
‘m’. 
 

There will be a Garden Club meeting in Brianna's 
classroom Friday 24 Feb at 1:00pm.  New parents  
welcome!  
 

GRADE 1 

This week the Grade 1 classes have begun our new 
inquiry unit ‘Families Past and Present’.  The  
students have enjoyed talking all about their families 
and sharing ideas about what a family is.  
 

Yesterday we sent home a notice asking the  
students to bring along a photo of them from when 
they were a baby.  If you could please send these in 
as soon as possible it would be greatly appreciated! 
Also we would love to see any olden day photos, 
books or objects that you may have lying around the 
house.  
 

This week we began looking at our first CAFÉ focus, 
‘Check for Understanding’.  Using this focus students 
are encouraged to develop their comprehension 
skills by stopping at the end of page and asking 
questions about the text, such as ‘who is the story 
about’ and ‘what has happened so far’.  
 

Thank you to our lovely parent helpers who have 
come in this week to help with our morning Traffic 
Light reading sessions!  The sessions are a great 
opportunity for students to read with different parents 
as they roam around the room. Please remember to 
sign in and out whenever you are helping in the 
classroom.  
 

Next Friday the students will have their first Grade 1 
Rotations session for the year.  In preparation for 
next terms activities we have begun collecting small 
glass jars and lunch wrap rolls - if you have any of 
these could you please send them in to Miss Strong 
or Miss Dennis.  
 

Finally we are still waiting for a small number of class 
contact forms and ICT & Photo permission forms. 
Please ensure these have been completed and sent 
in to your child’s teacher as soon as possible.  
 

 

 

 

GRADE 2 

Our CAFÉ focus this week is ‘Back up and reread if 
it doesn’t make sense’.  When listening to your 
child read at home, they may need reminders to 
slow down and really think about what is being 
read, rather than just reading the words.  If they 
come across a ‘new’ word they’ve never seen  
before and ‘skim’ over it, encourage them to back 
up and ‘have another go’ and discuss the  
pronunciation and meaning of the word with them. 
 

In Maths this week, students continued to explore 
number and place value.  Practice at home  
counting forwards and backwards from different 
starting points, and by different counting patterns, 
will help consolidate and build students’  
understanding and skills. 
 

As part of our Inquiry topic, we are on the lookout 
for photos taken in the Parkdale area over past 
decades.  If you or anyone in your family have any 
photos we could scan, we would love to see them. 
 

We hope everyone can make it to the Resilience 
Project Parent Information Night! 

 

GRADE 3 

Our writing focus for this week is Narratives and 
our CAFÉ focus is expanding our vocabulary 
through the use of WOW words.  
 

Students impressively learnt two full dance routines 
during the STOMP program last week and they’re 
looking forward to learning more great moves this 
Friday.  Please continue to wear your sports  
uniform during this time. 
 

A notice for our Moonlit Sanctuary excursion was 
distributed to children today.  This excursion is on 
Wednesday 8th March and students will be  
required to be at school by 8:30am that day.  Due 
to bus limitations we will only be able to take one 
parent helper per class on this excursion.  
 

Homework has begun and students are required to 
read their AR books 5 days a week as well as  
practise their spelling words for their Friday spelling 
test.  
 

Mathletics will begin in the coming weeks, watch 
this space for further information.  
 

Congratulations to this week’s AR Certificate  
recipients:  Saffron B, Ben N, Zac S, Jemma F, 
Isabelle T, Gabrielle H, Lachy A, Jake B, Mahon C, 
Scarlet C, Josh F, Joey G, Matilda J, Frankie K, 
Eva L, Jenson M, Angus M, Charlie M, Sasha V, 
Rafe W, Jemma B, Archie B, Jasper B, Scarlett D, 
Amy F, Oscar G, Eren G, Charlie H, Lulu H,  
Charlie L, Sierra T, Rayne W, Sienna W D-H, 
Reeve K, Will S, Archer S, Cameron J, Emilia H, 
Jaxon C, Finn W, Chiara P, Eva M, Sasha  and 
Reed B.  
 



 

GRADE 4 

Last Thursday we had a visit from Martin from The 
Resilience Project.  He spoke to the children about 
building resilience through GEM (Gratitude,  
Empathy, Mindfulness).  His enthusiasm was  
infectious and the children were very receptive to 
what he had to say.  
 

The children very much enjoyed their first 'Stomp' 
session last Friday, and are looking forward to the 
next one tomorrow.  
 

Permission notices for our Grade 3/4 excursion to 
Moonlit Sanctuary were sent home today, so keep 
an eye out for those in your child's school bag! 
 

HOMEWORK 

This week your child should have been completing 
their reading and spelling, as well as a Maths  
homework task set by their Maths Group teacher. 
 

Next week's homework will be reading, spelling, and 
Mathletics set by your child's class teacher.  
  

Congratulations to this week's AR Certificate  
recipient: Jayda L.  
 

 

 

GRADE 5/6 

Well done Grade 5/6 on another productive and fun 
filled week.  Students have enjoyed attending the 
Beach Program and participating in several activities 
in and out of the water.  
 

Students have begun and are doing a great job in 
their introduction into the inquiry unit “Heroes and 
Villains.”  Students are reminded that they should 
have started researching their chosen hero or villain, 
which will be shown in class on Friday.  
 

The 5/6s have also done a fantastic job drafting and 
writing their “Snapshots” and will be focusing on  
editing and publishing to create terrific final pieces. 
 

Students are reminded to bring their CAFÉ book to 
school every day in order to participate in our  
comprehension sessions.  

Grade 5/6   ….   cont’d 

The Resilience Project will begin next week with the 
focus of Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness 
(G.E.M).  All grades will be taking part in this  
program and development of these skills through 
rotations every Thursday.  
 

 

Information from Mr Anderson - 
 

2017 Team Vic State selection process  
The following is to provide information about the School 
Sport Victoria Team Vic trials for 12 years and under 
teams in the sports of Australian Rules, Netball, Football 
(Soccer) and Basketball for 2017. 
 

To be eligible to participate in the trial process: 
 

•             students must be nominated and endorsed 
by their school initially; 
•             each of these children needs to register online, 
if they wish to proceed. 
 

Each school is only allowed a maximum of three (3)  
students for each sport mentioned above to attend these  
trials so it’s important that as a school, we acknowledge 
the capacity and ability of these nominated students to 
be able to participate well in these trials. It needs to be 
emphasised that these trials form part of School Sport  
Victoria’s Gifted and Talented program and are not 
‘come and try’ opportunities.  Each child is trialing for a 
State Team and as such we must attest to each child’s 
athleticism, skill level and school behaviour. 
 

You are invited to register your child for selection to 
trial, if you so wish. Please be aware that registration 
costs $25 per sport. Please go to the following link to 
access the registration page and information  
https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au  
 

Please be aware the Football (Soccer) and Basketball 
teams will participate at the same time at Pacific School 
Games so it is only possible to select one of these 
sports. 
 

Parents if you have any questions please see Mr A. or 
email  anderson.clifton.f@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

PARENTS MUST SEE MR A FOR ENDORSEMENT 
PRIOR TO APPLYING. 

AAAAMMMMAAAAZZZZIIIINNNNG G G G AAAARRRRTTTT    
 

There is a whole lot of artistic things happening in the Art Room this term. 
The Preps are really excited to be working on their Elmer Elephants. The 
Grade 1s and 2s are creating wonderful pieces of art work with their  
portraits from the olden days. Every Year 3 class is working hard to make 

their fabulous fish. The awesome hessian owls are being made by the Grade 4s. Finally the 
5/6s are splashing into their surfing pictures. As you can see here in the art room we are 
producing “Amazing Art.”  
Made by the Art Captains : Elise Dirnbauer & Bianca Callewaert 



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

ICT 2D For demonstrating wonderful photography skills on the iPods. 

ART  Lachlan D. For fantastic work as a Peer Supporter in Art. 

00B Lachie N. For working hard on all set tasks. 

00D Ethan B. For his beautiful behaviour in class and being kind to others.  Well done. 

00M Sienna S. For excellent listening and beautiful behaviour.  Keep it up Sienna. 

00S Sophie D. For exceptional listening skills and always being ready and eager to learn. 

00T Zoe H. For lending a helping hand with a smile and enthusiasm. 

1D Alvaro J. For being a kind, caring friend to all his classmates. 

1J Olly P. 
Charlotte D. 

For always using impeccable manners and showing such thoughtfulness. 
For taking responsibility for her own learning and making great choices. 

1P Mia F. For showing courage during “Sharing from the Bag”.  You did an amazing job. 

1R Caris B. For always coming to school with a positive attitude and being a wonderful friend. 

1S Ruby McW. For being an enthusiastic learner who works hard to complete all  tasks to a high 
standard. 

2D Joshua P. For always contributing to class discussions and being an enthusiastic learner. 

2M Mienna L. For demonstrating great resilience throughout the week. 

2S Sunny  T.  For being an All-Star in and out of the class. 

2T Thomas Y. For being a focussed worked and always trying his best.  Well done. 

3J Sienna W D-H. For a fantastic start to your AR reading. 

3M Milla B. For a fantastic effort on her AR reading.  Keep it up Milla. 

3T Ruby H. For demonstrating resilience and confidence when presenting her SRC speech to 
the class.  Well done. 

4B Stella W. For demonstrating a strong work ethic and her excellent behaviour in the  
classroom. 

4H Seb. B. For always showing initiative and for consistently making good decisions. 

4U Sarah A. For her amazing effort in improving her holiday writing. 

5/6B Noah K. For setting wonderful goals to aim to achieve. 

5/6C Destin R. For fabulous settling in at Parkdale and is positive, hard working and enthusiastic 
approach to all class tasks. 

5/6G Olivia H. For her wonderful, insightful contribution to our class discussions. 

5/6M Hunter R. For putting pride and effort into his introduction of  Heroes and Villains. 

5/6R Eva J. For an excellent effort on her SMART Goals poster. 

5/6H Kaylah J. For her excellent ideas during our class book discussions. 

3P Charlie M. For making a great start with AR reading.  Well done. 



 



 

  

 PARKDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 PARENTS’  ASSOCIATION  (PPA) 
 

 

Well we are well and truly settled into Term 1 and the children are happy and busy! 
 

We have our PPA meeting coming up on Wednesday 1st March at 7:30pm in the school Staffroom. 
This is our AGM and we would love to see you there.  Come along, make some new friends and  
be involved in organising some fun events for our school community.  
 

PPA membership costs $1 per year and by signing up you will receive a copy of the minutes of  
each meeting via email and be a part of the hub of the school community, helping to plan and  
support our calendar of events for the year. You do not need to attend every meeting or be involved 
in every event but all support is most appreciated and welcome. 
 

You will find a 2017 membership form in this newsletter and online, please print and return to the 
PPA pigeon hole in the resource room or the front office.  Forms will also be available at the  
meeting on the 1st March. 
. 
If you have any questions about becoming involved please don't hesitate to contact me on  
0414 927 205 or come along to the meeting. 
 

Samm Hughes President, Julia Broadbent Vice President, Paula Fleming Treasurer  
and Kate Ashley Secretary. 



 


