
Thursday 25th May, 2017 

From the Principal  
 

Working Bee 

On Sunday we had a small, but very dedicated, team of parents who worked     
tirelessly to spread mulch over the interactive play space, empty the garden 
beds outside the Grade 1 portables, top up the sand in the sand pit, weeded,             
re-developed the dry creek bed and developed the quiet area between the      
portables.  A huge thank you to the parents and children who attended the day 
the outside areas look amazing.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Week 

Our focus for the Education Week is Healthy Bodies, Healthy Minds.  The whole 
school is participating in activities focussed on Acts of Kindness.   
 

The Grade 6 School, House and Vice Captains put their leadership skills to 
good use on Open Day and Night.  The Leaders conducted tours of the school 
with prospective parents.  The children did an outstanding job; we received 
many positive comments about how confident, articulate and proud of their 
school the children were.  A huge thank you to: Tess A, Lucy N, Lola B, Meg W, 
Harry S, Archer R, Ela Guclu, Lilly H, Jasper H, Callum B, Tarkyn O, Finn C, 
Candice P, Marli S, Tara D, Hailee S, Declan F, Otto D and Harvey J.  
 

Uniform 

Parkdale Primary School has a Compulsory Uniform Policy.  A uniform dress 
code reinforces in students a pride in their own appearance, instils recognition  
of  themselves as an integral part of the school community and assists in  
developing pride in representing their school.  It promotes equality amongst all 
students and develops a sense of pride in, and identification with our school.  
We understand wet weather can cause a few issues with trying to wash and dry 
school uniforms and also understand that occasionally children will come to 
school out of uniform.  We ask that if this occurs that the alternative clothing be 
of a similar colour to the uniform and as plain as possible, eg without popular 
branding. 
Navy tights/ leggings may be worn under dresses.  Long sleeve tops (of 
any colour) under polo shirts are not part of PPS school uniform.   
 

CALENDAR 

 

 

 

JUNE 

 

Curriculum Day  
Thursday 1st 

 

Aerobics Final 
Saturday 3rd 

 

Grade 4 Camp 

Monday 5th -  
Wednesday 7th 

 

Grade 3 Camp 

Wednesday 7th—Friday 9th 

 

Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

Monday 12th 

 

Reports Sent Home 

Friday 23rd 

 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews 

Tuesday 27th and  
Wednesday 28th 

 

Term 2 Ends 

Friday 30th  
2.30pm Finish 

 

 

 

 

 

School Banking Day 

Every Tuesday 

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 

 



 

From The Principal ……. Cont’d 

 

 

If You Have a Concern  
If your child was to come home with an issue that he/she is concerned with; 
• Stop. 
• Listen to your child – remembering that their account is their interpretation only. 
• Offer your advice - most times that is enough. 
 

You might find your child then very quickly moves on and has dealt with the concern in their own way. 
 

If you feel as a parent that the concern/issue needs to be brought to the attention of the school please 
contact the class teacher first. 
• Please feel free to contact and to make a time to speak with your child’s teacher.  The teacher is 

there to listen and to help resolve any issues that might arise with students, teachers and parents. 
• If necessary then contact the year level co-ordinator. 
• And finally, the Assistant Principal/ Principal. 
 

Confidentiality is assured. 
Year Level Co-ordinators: 
Foundation:  Jackie Sell, Grade 1:  Mel Johnson, Grade 2:  Sally Murphy, Grade 3:  Nerida McKenzie 

Grade 4:  Dillon Hendricks, Grade 5:  Gareth Snow, Grade 6:  Leonie Haddad 

 

Curriculum Day - Camp Australia  
A reminder that Thursday 1st June is a Curriculum Day - Pupil Free Day.  This will be a Reporting Day 
for Staff.  Camp Australia will be open on this day, it is essential parents book online as soon as possible if 
they need this service.  
 

AMART Sports 

PPS has signed up to AMART sports to receive 5% back on all member purchases. When purchasing at 
AMART sports mention Parkdale Primary School as your nominated school.  
 

Attitudes to School Survey 2017 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.  The Attitudes to School 
Survey is an annual Student Survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools 
in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school.  Our school will use the  
survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. 
 

The Department has updated the survey for 2017 to include important new measures that are known to 
influence student engagement and performance.  Students from Year 4, Year 5 and 6 at our school will 
participate in the survey.  Your child will complete the survey online during school hours using a purpose 
built secure online survey tool.  It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child.  Your 
child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, or after completion of 
the survey.  
 

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey.  The student login is an assigned 
identifier that may be used by the Department to combine data for research purposes only.  Your child’s 
privacy and the confidentiality of your child’s survey responses will be protected at all times.  No  
identifiable personal data is included in the survey response file.  The survey results will be reported back 
to the school in Term 3.  No student can be identified in the results reported to schools or in any other  
report of the data.  Parkdale Primary will inform the survey results to parents through annual reporting. 
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period Monday 22 May to 
Friday 23 June. The survey only takes 20 - 30 minutes to complete and occurs  during your child's class 
time. 
 

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more information or visit the education website: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/management/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx. 
 

Enjoy your weekend. 
 
Leanne Bradney 

Principal 



 



 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

FOUNDATION 

We’ve had a great time with our Café focus this week: 
“I can make a picture in my head of the text”.  When 
students listen to or read text, they can create pictures 
in their mind and they remember more of what they 
read or hear.  
 

Our sound focus is ‘Dd’, and we are also working on 
lots of ways to discriminate between ‘d and b’ when 
reading.  
 

Our Maths Groups have begun again after our break 
during swimming and our topic is ‘Addition’.  
 

During our STEAM sessions students are having lots 
of fun investigating what keeps living things healthy 
and excitably watching the food dye move up through 
the stalks on celery, demonstrating how water is  
important and needed by us all. 
 

 

GRADE 1 

The children have done a great job recovering from 
swimming and settling back into our normal classroom 
routines and they all looked fabulous in their school 
photos this morning!   
 

With Maths groups returning to usual, we have begun 
looking at our new topic of ‘Money’. You can help with 
this at home by providing opportunities for your child 
to work with Australian money.  They may also be  
interested in looking at any foreign coins you have 
lying around!  
 

Throughout the week the students have enjoyed  
completing their random acts of kindness, as part of 
our Education Week theme of ‘Kindness’!  
 

This week we have a new CAFÉ fluency focus, ‘use 
punctuation to enhance phrasing and prosody’.  Using 
this strategy we aim to have children compare their 
reading of texts with their spoken language.  We 
begin by modelling how we would read a text,  
focussing on scooping the words and controlling our 
voices to read clearly with appropriate intonation, 
based on the punctuation present.   
 

 

GRADE 2 

Our CAFÉ focus this week is on ‘Accuracy: Monitor 
and fix up’.  When reading, students need to be aware 
of whether what they just read sounds right and 
makes sense, and if not, backup and reread.  
Sometimes what they read might make sense, but not 
match the words on the page. 
 

This is the last week students will be writing  
procedural texts, though will continue to work with this 
text type during their Inquiry learning. 
 

Our Maths topic for the next three weeks is ‘Data, 
Graphs and Chance’. Students will be collecting  
information, making tables with tally marks, creating 
different types of graphs and interpreting data. 

Grade 2 ….. Cont’d 

This week is Education week and our theme is  
Random acts of Kindness. The students have been 
doing a great job at demonstrating kindness in  
different ways, and have been adding ‘kindness 
hearts’ stating a kind act others may have carried out 
onto the display in the Grade 2 corridor. 
 

Reminder: The Great Book Swap is this Friday 
26th May. 
 

 

GRADE 3 

Welcome to Week 6 in Grade 3!  
Our writing focus this week is Haiku Poetry and our 
CAFÉ focus is to: Tune into word play in stories and 
poetry.  
 

We started our new round of Rotation activities this 
week and students will enjoy engaging in the  
following activities over the next 4 weeks; STEAM 
activities, Play is the Way, Yoga and Higher Order 
Thinking activities. 
 

Children were given a Camp movie night this week; 
please make sure this is returned to your class 
teacher by Friday. 
 

Homework continues and students are required to 
read their AR books 5 days a week as well as  
practise their spelling words for their Friday spelling 
test.  
 

Thank you to all parent helpers who assisted with 
morning reading in the Grade 3 classes over the 
past week the students have really enjoyed reading 
with you.  
 

Remember every Tuesday is Nude Food day! To 
help us achieve our nude food goals don’t forget to 
pack nude food in your child’s lunchbox on the day. 
 

Congratulations to this week’s AR Certificate  
recipients:   Billy S, Safron B, Josh O’C, Riley C, 
Hazel P, Coco J, Mahon C, Amy Y, Sasha V,  
Archie W, Scarlet C, Scarlett D, Ruby H, Charlie L, 
Ivy P, Finn W, Reeve K, Phoenix B, Allegra L,  
Reed B, Harry W and Rhys L. 
 

 

GRADE 4 

Life Ed - All Grade 4 classes have now completed 
their Life Ed lessons and the children were able to 
gain a better understanding of how to be Cybersafe. 
Be sure to ask them about it at home.  They also 
loved seeing Harold again! 
 

SEDA Soccer – We have started our Soccer Clinic 
and this will continue every Friday for the next few 
weeks.  The children will be developing their soccer 
skills, such as passing, shooting, heading, dribbling 
and playing small games. 
 

Education Week  - As part of our focus for, we have 
been exploring what it means to show kindness to 
each other.  The children have been discussing what 
a compliment is, how to give and receive them and 
have practised this in class. 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

 

 

 

Grade 4    ….    cont’d  
 

Café Focus – To infer and support with evidence. 
This is where readers figure out what the author is 
saying even though it might not be written down.  
Using background knowledge, clues from the text, 
illustrations and captions the reader makes meaning 
of the selection. 
 

Maths – This week we are finishing our unit of Data, 
Graphs, Chance and Probability. We will be moving 
onto our next unit, which will be angles and shapes. 
 

Inquiry – Students have commenced work on their 
dioramas and they are really enjoying this creative 
activity. 
 

Homework – Week 6 - Mathletics tasks 

                      Week 7 - A task- from your maths  
   group teacher. 
 

Camp – All Camp payments should have been  
finalised last, Monday 22nd May. 
 

Congratulations to this week’s AR Certificate  
recipient:   Milly. G. 
 

 

GRADE 5/6 

This week has seen the completion of our  
Persuasive writing unit and students have now been 
introduced to collective poems to begin our Poetry 
genre.  
 

This unit will see students use descriptive language 
and figurative devices to convey emotions and  
different nouns.  
 

It has been very pleasing to see the quality and 
quantity of information students have gathered for 
their Travel Expo project.  We are looking forward to 
learning about the amazing things our world has to 
offer.  
 

The A and B inter-school sports teams are scheduled 
to play each other this week.  
 

The school leaders are to be congratulated on the 
way they maturely hosted tours during our Open Day 
on Monday.  
 

Students have received the initial information for 
Camp 2017 to Coolamatong that contains;  general 
information, payment plan, student attendance and 
parent volunteer requests. 

 

     PARKDALE PARENTS’  
     ASSOCIATION  (PPA) 
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS AVAILABLE: 
  ONLY 4 LEFT 

 

Don’t forget :  The 2017/18 Entertainment Book is 
available from the school office.  Lots of discounted 
restaurants, food outlets and cinema and theatre 
discounts. 
 

 

 

 

OSHC is open to provide care for  
our students on  

Thursday 1st June 

which is a  
Curriculum Day. 

 

Please book your children as soon as possible to 
ensure a place. 

 



 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Nude Food Mayanna S.  FM Congratulations Mayanna. 

LOTE 4U 

FM 

For great work on their “G-nome” activity. 
For amazing listening skills during an Origami activity. 

ICT 3P For a wonderful attitude when completing their algorithms. 

Music 5/6H For impressive work in organising the dance for Grandparents’ Day. 

Art 3M 

1P 

For awesome work in Art last week. 
For paying attention in Art. 

00B Freya L. For a fantastic effort and attitude at swimming lessons.  Well done Freya. 

00D Lexi H-Mac. For her fantastic writing about her weekend.  Super job Lexi. 

00M Kendall C. For working hard to improve her reading and to learn her list words. 

00S Lachie S. For an outstanding effort with his letters and sounds. 

00T Fin F. For working hard to learn his word lists.  Well done Fin. 

1J Jack L. For demonstrating his wonderful creative flair this week.  Well done. 

1P Felix T. For displaying wonderful behaviour and for being such a hard worker all week. 

1R Luke D. For his excellent work on his monster words.  Well done. 

1S Benny R. For working diligently to complete a wonderful recount about his first week of 
swimming. 

2D Asha B. For her persistent and enthusiastic attitude in all areas of learning.  You are a 
great role model Asha. 

2M Kassia H. For her keen approach to learning and always striving to do her best. 

2S Popi T. For always trying her best in class. 

2T Lucy B. For always working hard and doing her neatest handwriting.  Well done. 

3J Reed B. For a terrific attitude and approach to Maths and Mathletics tasks. 

3M Archie M. For making excellent choices in the classroom and playground.  Well done. 

3P Millie H-Mac. For showing initiative to be of assistance to others in the classroom. 

3T Sierra T. For showing initiative by picking up rubbish at recess with your peers. 

4B Larry K. For behaving well in the classroom and getting along with his peers. 

4H Reyner B. For his fantastic sense of humour. 

4U Matilda G. For her increased effort with home reading tasks.  Keep it up. 

5/6B Noah G. For providing great input into group discussions. 

5/6C Otto D. For fabulous Persuasive writing about Puppy Farms which was emotive,  
intelligent and contained higher order thinking. 

5/6G Annelise W. For being an amazing member of 5/6G and bringing her wonderful sense of  
humour daily. 

5/6H Beth H. For working very hard to complete her Persuasive writing task. 

5/6R William R. For giving his best effort and being a great friend and classmate. 



 

DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY 

Congratulations to all the students who represented Parkdale Primary at the Mordialloc District 
Cross Country last Wednesday 17th May at Karkarook Park.  Special thanks to PPS parent 
Ben Lockwood (Kahsia and Jayda) who kindly agreed to be the ‘Hare’ for all 6 races.  
 

Best of luck to all students who finished in the top 10 who will participate in the Kingston  
Division Cross Country Wednesday 7th June at Cornish College, Bangholme.  
 

 



 

Please note:  That this is not a drop-off event.   
Parents must remain at Xtreme Air with their children for  

the whole two hours.   



 

 
Please note:   All advertising printed in this newsletter is paid advertising.  The school does not recommend any advertiser. 



 



 



 



 



 


