
Thursday 4th April, 2019 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL  

 

We cannot believe how quickly Term 1 has come to an end.  It has been a very busy 
and productive term and the PPS children have made a terrific start to the year. Our 
snapshot of this term includes: 
. Our whole school Science Day was a huge success.   
. Children in Foundation to Grade 6 participated in the Jollybops incursion which 
 was entertaining and fascinating.   
. The Grade 1, 3 and 4 students have participated in the STEM program this term. 
 The children have been very engaged and have completed various activities  
 involving Science and Technology, using the garden and cooking.  The Grade 2 
 and 5/6 students and Foundation will begin this program in Term 2. 
. Once again we had hundreds of special visitors for our Grandparents’/Special 
 Person day. The children had the opportunity of showing their special visitors 
 around the school and performing in front of them.  
. We celebrated cultural diversity for Harmony Week. The children sang a song in 
 both English and Japanese and presented posters celebrating our cultural  
 diversity during Assembly. 
. The children in Grades 3 - 6 have had many sporting opportunities which have  
 included cross country, swimming, soccer and Gala days.  
. The Foundation students have settled into the school routine confidently.  They 
 have been busy learning letters and sounds and they have loved having a 
 Grade 6 buddy.   
. The Grade 1 students studied Families Past and Present. Students learnt about 
 their own history and that of their family. 
. The Grade 2 students looked at Earth’s precise resources and communities past 
 and present.  They finished the term with an excursion to Ripponlea and a dress 
 up day.  
. The Grade 3 Inquiry unit was Sustainability, learning about fair tests and  
 variables as they design and conduct simple experiments.  
. The Grade 4 topic was Our Island Home.  They located Australia’s neighbouring 
 countries and discussed what life may be like in these countries. Students built 
 on their understanding of the geography of Australia and its position in the world. 
. In Grade 5/6 the students have learnt how Australia’s ancestors travelled to   
 Australia, why they chose to migrate and the experiences they encountered on 
 their trip. They also learnt about how settlement impacted the Aborigines.  
 

 

Term 2 begins on Tuesday 23rd April as 22nd April is Easter Monday. 
 

 

We wish everyone a safe and relaxing holiday.  
 

 

Leanne Bradney 

Principal 

 

CALENDAR 

 

APRIL 

 

Friday 5th  
Term 1 Ends 

2.00pm Assembly 

2.30pm Dismissal 
 

 

TERM TWO 

 

APRIL 

 

Tuesday 23rd 

Students return for 
Term 2 

 

Monday 22nd is 

Easter Monday 

Public Holiday 

 

Thursday 25th 

ANZAC DAY 

Public Holiday 

 

 

MAY 

 

Thursday 2nd 

Green School 
Conference 

 

Friday 10th 

Mother's Day 

Breakfast 
And Stall 

 

Thursday 30th 

School Photos 

 

 

JUNE 

 

Mon. 3 - Wed. 5th 

Grade 3 Camp 

 

Wed. 5th - Fri. 7th 

Grade 4 Camp 

 

Monday 10th 

Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 



 



 

 

PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 

 

The 2019 Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open! 
 

Reading gives children the fundamental skills they need for life.  Even more, it helps to awaken their  
imagination and connect our kids with the world around them. 
 

This year, the Challenge boasts more than 12,000 titles catering for all ages and interests, with every-
one who completes the Challenge receiving a Certificate of Achievement. 
For students from Prep to Year 2, the Challenge is to read or experience 30 books.  For students in  
Years 3 to 6, the Challenge is to read 15 books. 
 

If you would like to find more about the Challenge, head to the official website: education.vic.gov.au/prc 

 

At Parkdale Primary School, the Challenge will run from the end of March through to the end of August. 
 

To log in as a Parkdale Primary student you must use a username and password that has been  
registered through our school.  Premiers’ Reading Challenge participation forms have been sent 
home.    Please return these to your child’s classroom teacher to enable the registration to be  
completed. 
 

 

Andrea Strong 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge Coordinator  



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  …… 

 

FOUNDATION 

Congratulations!  We have made it through the first 
term of Foundation.  We are very proud of how far 
the children have come already. 
 

We have finished up the term by learning the letters 
‘Gg’ and ‘Oo’, as well as revising all the letters and 
sounds we have learnt this term.  We will be  
sending extra books home for the holidays and it 
would be wonderful if you could keep up the  
reading practise in the break. 
 

Just a reminder that hats will still be required next 
term, until the 1st May, so please ensure these 
come back after the holidays. 
 

We hope you enjoy the holidays and we will see 
you back at school for Term 2. 
 

 

 

GRADE 1 

We cannot believe that Term 1 has already come 
to an end!  We have thoroughly enjoyed getting to 
know your children and they have all had a positive 
start and transition into Grade 1.  Some of the  
highlights from the children have been STEM and 
Environmental Studies, Grandparents’ Day,  
Science Day, Grade 1 Sport and meeting both their 
class and maths teachers.  
 

Thank you to all the parents who have dropped in 
so far to help out with reading.  Morning reading will 
continue next term.  However, please check with 
your child’s teacher to see when reading groups 
are on.  If you are available to help out, please let 
them know.  
 

We hope you all have a happy and safe holiday 
break.  We encourage the children to continue their 
nightly reading and practice of their red flag words. 
We hope they get plenty of rest before an exciting 
Term 2 ahead!  
 

 

 

GRADE 2 

The Grade 2 students have had a fantastic term 
and settled in well. They’ve demonstrated our  
Super Six Values in many ways throughout the 
term.  
 

Our highlight for everyone was the excursion to 
Ripponlea where we were very impressed with how 
the children represented our school. 
 

Please keep up the daily reading, Mathletics and 
games to practise skip counting and number facts 
to build number fluency.  
 

Wishing everyone a safe and relaxing holiday. 
 

 

 

 

GRADE 3 

It is nearly the end of our very busy and highly  
productive first term in Grade 3.  The children have 
researched and created an interesting project 
about an endangered animal and these are now on  
display in their classrooms.  
 

We are looking forward to beginning our ROAR 
reading program in Term 2, but we still need more 
parent helpers.  If you are available to help with this 
program, please contact your classroom teacher.  
 

It will also be important that your child continues to 
read and enjoy a variety of books throughout the 
holidays.  
 

Wishing you all a safe, happy and relaxing holiday 
break. 
 

Congratulations on reaching your AR target: 
Zach D, Flynn A-H, Decky R, Lucy G, Monty S,  
Finlay W, Harrison R, Bailee K, Milan H, Saoirse C, 
Addison S, Jack T, Eros K., Declan P, Maddy P, 
Olly P, Mia F, Krish D, Mya K, Zali C, Caris C, 
Queenie G, Jared H, Jorja H, Abigail H, Lexi J,  
Finn M, Lucy M, Kenzie M, Ruby M, Emma N, 
Washington O, Alexander O, Callum P, Asa R, 
Eloise S, Ben S, Harry T, Madi T, Kaiden W,  
Zak W, Shivani K., Sienna L., Charlotte D, Mitch C 

and Sara L. 
 

 

 

GRADE 4 

Once again the term has flown by.  We have had a 
great start to the year and the Grade 4 students 
have settled very well into their new classes, 
expectations and getting to know their new  
teachers and class mates. 
  

A HUGE thank you to all the parents who have 
come to help with ROAR reading this term.  We 
couldn’t do it without you and we know the children 
really enjoy this activity and having their family 
members come and share some reading with them 
at school.  This will start again Week 2 (30/4) next 
term. 
  

Maths – Our Time and Temperature topic is  
finishing up.  Our next topic for the start of next 
term will be Angles and Shapes.  Some language 
and definitions you could discuss at home with your 
children might be right, acute, obtuse, straight and 
reflex angles. Also the difference between 2D and 
3D shapes including what edges, faces and  
vertices are.  
 

This is once again an Applied Maths topic so 
your child may be in a different group with  
perhaps a different maths teacher.  These 
groups are based on their understanding of  
angles and shapes.  
 

We will return to a Number topic, and groups after 
Angles and Shapes is completed. 
 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING …. 
 
 

Grade 4   …   cont’d 

Inquiry – Students have put a lot of effort into their 
Country projects and have been presenting these 
to their class.  They have created some very  
interesting countries and have kept the class  
engaged with their creative ideas and geographical 
knowledge. 
  

Science – Our Science sessions with Ms Beglau 
have wrapped up this term.  Tomorrow we will  
celebrate their achievements with a sharing  
session on the arcade games they have created in 
their groups.  This will give them an opportunity to 
play each other’s games and determine how  
successful they have been with their group  
planning and construction of the games. The  
students are very much looking forward to this. Our 
next Science sessions with Miss Beglau will occur 
in Term 3. 
  

Writing – The students have all written a Narrative 
with a focus on making sure they are covering all 
areas of their assessment rubrics.  This includes 
things such as, sizzling starts, using correct  
structure, using descriptive and complex  
vocabulary, tightening the tension before arriving  
at the climax, using a mixture of sentences (long 
and short) and editing their piece thoroughly.  We 
have also touched on different types of poetry such 
as Haiku and Limericks. 
  

 

Homework: 
Week 10 – Reading, Maths task, finish and practice 
project presentation. 
  

 

We wish you all a restful and safe holiday and look 
forward to seeing you next term. 

 

 

 

GRADE 5/6 

The 5/6 students have had a wonderful last week  
of Term 1. They have had yet another successful  
GALA day, with Summer sports now coming to an 
end.   
 

They have also been busy researching their  
migration stories and are currently presenting them 
to their class.  
 

In writing, students are currently learning the 
DAFOREST strategy and structure of persuasive 
pieces; this will continue into Term 2.   
 

Students have completed their first Applied Maths 
topic of Angles and Shapes, they will move back to 
their Number groups in Week 1 of Term 2.  
 

The 5/6 staff would like to wish all students and 
families a safe and happy term break. 

REGIONAL SWIMMING:   
Congratulations to Chloe Gibbons who competed in 
the 12/13 Girls Breastroke - 4th place and  
Butterfly - 2nd place at the  Regional Swimming 
competition at MSAC last Thursday, 28th March. 
 

It is an outstanding effort to make it to the Regional 
level. 
 

Mr A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nude Food Caitlyn M.   1B Congratulations Caitlyn. 

FC Jake H. For giving everything a go with a smile. 

FJ Zara L. 
Lulu M. 

For being a helpful, caring and cheerful member of FJ. 
For super recount writing. 

FM Holly C. For her positive attitude and persistence in all classroom tasks!  

FT Leo B. For creating sentences using his growing bank of sight words.  Super effort Leo. 

1A Hugo K. For his excellent effort during writing tasks.  Well done Hugo. 

1B Grace M. For showing persistence and trying new things. 

1M Marcelle A.K. For showing persistence with your handwriting and trying your very best. 

1P Daniel B-M. For working extra hard extending himself when writing recount.  Keep up the great 
work. 

1R Mackenzie S. For always being a helpful and polite member of our class. 

2P Adrian B. For consistently making strong choices and cooperating with everyone that he works 
with. 

2S Conor C. For working well with others. 

2T Harry R. For his positive attitude to his work and giving his best to all he does. 

3F Ivy D. For always working hard and participating more in class discussions. 

3H Finn W. For achieving consistently excellent results with his spelling words. 

3P Finlay W. For great work with AR reading and writing in class.  Great effort Finlay. 

3R Ben S. For showing excellence when completing all tasks and supporting his peers’ learning. 

4B Jai J. For always helping others and his willingness to take on a variety of  
responsibilities. 

4E Grace B. For always trying her best and showing determination while writing her narrative. 

4U Jenson B. For using feedback given to improve his narrative writing. 

56C Charlie L. For being persistent with your school work and giving everything your best shot. 

5/6H Sanara R. For always trying and completing her best work. 

5/6J Keira J. For showing great resilience and adapting seamlessly to challenges with your injury. 

5/6M Lulu H. For excellent effort on her narrative writing piece. 

5/6R Oli McK. For always coming to class with a positive attitude. 

5/6S Belle H. For going above and beyond on her project and her positive mindset. 

5/6T Laia P. For being a respectful class member always offering to help others. 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

Week ending:  Friday 22nd March, 2019  



 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

Week ending:  Friday 29th March, 2019  

Nude Food James B.  1R Congratulations James. 

FC Akinyi O. 
Lara P. 

For bringing a smile to everyone she meets. 
For showing magnificent improvement in her independence and resilience. 

FJ Benny K. 
Eliza O. 

For a magnificent effort with his handwriting. 
For excellent sounding out when reading. 

FM Oscar D. For a superb effort in sounding out words in his writing this week. 

FT Aidan R. For his enthusiasm during Digital Technology lessons.  Aidan did a wonderful job of 
uploading a photo to Seesaw.  Super effort. 

1A Nelly W. For her excellent effort and improvement in both reading and writing. 

1B Ripley S. 
Meg C. 

For your big smile and positive attitude towards everything in the classroom. 
For your kind nature and willingness to share your thoughts during class discussions. 

1M Evie M. For always giving her best effort. 

1P Arthur R. For always paying attention and working hard on his recount writing.  Well done  
Arthur. 

1R Jana J. For your fabulous acrostic poem about your family.  Well done. 

2D Archie H. For working hard during Maths and looking carefully for errors to fix. 

2M James C. 
Fionn D. 

For his positive attitude and being a friendly and cooperative class member. 
For using feedback effectively to improve his work. 

2P Zoe S. For consistently including everyone, being helpful to her friends and being the best 
team member. 

2S Dixie T. For always trying her best. 

2T Luke B. For always showing each school value and acting as a true role model. 

3F Stella B. For always listening carefully and sharing thoughts, opinions, ideas and work with the 
class. 

3H Charlotte D. For being a helpful, considerate and patient friend to our new class member. 

3P Mia M. For always working diligently on all tasks in class.  Well done Mia. 

3R Harry T. For showing excellence in reading and writing. 

4B Angus C. For working diligently on his project and using feedback to further improve his work. 

4E Evie M. For constructing a fantastic Cinquain poem about a Sugar Glider which used excellent 
word choices.  Well done. 

4H Holly A-H. For being a kind and considerate student. 

4U Tom Y. For his highly consistent effort with his reading and recording it in his diary. 

5/6J Reyner B. For the exuberant enthusiasm you bring to the class that makes others feel so great. 

FS Eklavya D. For being a happy and hard working member of our class who always puts his best 
effort into completing tasks. 



 

DOGS FOR LIFE 

 

Become a foster family - 
 

We are looking for foster families to foster puppies. 
 

What are the duties of a foster family? 

• Provide a warm loving home for our puppy. 

• Follow our rules regarding the puppy. 

• Being with the puppy a big part of the day. 

• Saying goodbye to the puppy after about a year. 
 

Benefits of fostering a puppy 

• Doing an AMAZING thing for someone in your 
community with a disability. 

• Having the most adorable funny creature at 
your home. 

• No payment for a top of the range pup, food or 
Vet bills. 

• Getting the puppy trained by us an hour a day 
for 5 days a week. 

 

 

So …… if you are interested, give us a call - 
 

Monique Sparks 0411 170 270 

 

Rub-a- dub-dub!  
Splash Test Dummies  

 
Are in town, ready to roll out their 
beach towels and spring into a  

brand-new hour of circus-filled hilarity 
for the whole family.  Featuring  
catch-your-breath stunt work,  
acrobatics, juggling and the  

side-splitting, slapstick comedy for 
which the Dummies are famous. Be sure 
to stay for selfies with the Dummies  

after the show!  
 

Two performances at Shirley Burke 
Theatre Monday 8 April at 1pm & 4pm. 
Tickets available at kingstonarts.com.au 

or phone 9556 4440 
 
 



 



 


