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Responsibility

CALENDAR
FEBRUARY
Monday 11th
Teacher Meet and
Greet
Grades 1 - 6
3:45pm - 6:45pm
Tuesday 12th
Teacher Meet and
Greet- 5/6J only
Thursday 14th
Science Day Whole
School
Incursion
Monday 18th
School Council
6:30pm
Monday - Friday
18th - 22nd
5/6 Beach
Program
Monday 25th
Grandparents/
Special Friends
Morning

MARCH
Tuesday – Friday
5th - 15th
3/4 Swimming
Monday 11th
Labour Day
Public Holiday
Thursday 21st
Curriculum Day

APRIL
Friday 5th
Term 1 Ends
Save the Dates
AUGUST
Wednesday 14th
School Concert
Thursday 15th
Curriculum Day

Respect

Resilience

Integrity

Cooperation

Excellence

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome back to the 2019 school year, we hope everyone had a relaxing and
enjoyable break. We start the year with 721 students and 30 Grades. Welcome to
our new families and students who have started at Parkdale Primary School this year
and a special welcome to our 2019 Foundation students who begin their primary
school education. We welcome 9 new staff members who will be filling classroom
and specialists roles; Jo Pyke, Brent Rafferty, Sarah Buckingham, Sam Kennedy,
Candice Sheldon-Collins, Robbie McDonald, Perri Davies, Louise McLeod and
Naoko Nishikawa.
During the first week all grades will be participating in Learning How to Learn which
ensures consistency and highlights our expectations and values for the children at
PPS. Our focuses in 2019 are Literacy with an emphasis on Writing, Maths as well as
Student Voice, Engagement and Wellbeing. We will also continue our work with the
Resilience Project and our Super 6 Values.
Respect, Responsibility, Resilience, Integrity, Cooperation and Excellence.
Newsletter
Each fortnight on Thursday the school publishes a Newsletter online
(www.parkdaleps.vic.edu.au) and via COMPASS. Please ensure you access the
website or COMPASS to read the newsletter as it contains valuable information,
reminders and dates.
IMPORTANT: COMPASS
The Compass Parent Portal is an integrated, online portal that allows you to access
information about our school. Compass includes many different features, including the
ability to:
•
Monitor your child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for absence,
lateness/leaving early, holidays
•
View school calendar
•
Access the newsletter
•
Book Parent/Teacher Conferences and Meet and Greet.
It is crucial we have up to date information in regards to your correct email
address and current family circumstances. Each parent at an alterative address
will need to provide separate details. These forms are available from the school
office.

From The Principal ……. Cont’d
Notifying parents of an unexplained student absence
All schools are required to contact parents/guardians as soon as practicable when student absence is
unexplained. To assist with this process we require parents to notify the school in the morning (before
9am) if your child is absent. All absences need to be entered on Compass.
If you are experiencing any difficulties with Compass please contact Jarrod Bainbridge for
assistance: 9580 1451
Contributions 2019
The Contributions are important in enabling us to provide the best learning environment for the children
at Parkdale Primary School. Thank you to the families who have already paid their contributions.
As outlined in the schedule:
.
the Grade 5/6 beach swimming program and Prep-6 excursion levy were due to be paid Monday 4th
February 2019.
.
all other contributions are due by the Monday 4th March 2019. If you require BPAY details please
contact the office.
Please note: In order for students to attend the swimming program or excursions this levy needs
to be paid. If you are experiencing financial difficulties please contact Helen or myself to discuss a
payment plan.
Collecting your Child Early / Arriving Late
If you are collecting your child early they need to be signed out at the office before they are collected from
the classroom. The parent or guardian will be given an Early Leaver’s card which must be given to the
class teacher or specialist teacher. Also if you child arrives after the bell you will need to go via the office
and sign in.
Before & After School Arrival Times
Teachers are officially on duty for 15 minutes prior to the commencement of the school day and 15
minutes after the conclusion of the school day. Consequently the following apply:
• School commences at 9:00am
No student should be dropped off before 8.45 am as there is no supervision.
• School finishes at 3.30pm
If the student is not collected they will be taken to the After School Care and families will be charged
accordingly.
P:;< U= and Drop Off Zone
It is very important that parents do not park for long periods in the Pick Up and Drop Off zone at the front
of the school for the safety of the children. This area is designated for quick drop off or pick up of
children. Parents are reminded that they are not allowed to park in this designated and leave their car.
It is literally a Kiss and Go zone.
NO Parking in the School Grounds
Parents and/or Grandparents are NOT permitted to park in the school grounds. This includes the staff car
park and in the driveway at the back of the school. The children’s safety is of the utmost concern. We
realise it can become very congested around the school at pick up and drop off times, however parking in
the school grounds is not an option.
You are also reminded to be considerate of our neighbours and not obstruct their access to their homes.
No Dogs in the School Yard
A reminder that dogs are not allowed in the school grounds. Dogs should not be left unattended if tied at
the front or back entrances.
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Leadership Positions 2019
Congratulations to the Grade 6 student leaders for 2019. We will present the School, Vice School, House
and Vice House Captains with their badges on Friday 8th February and the Environment and Specialist
Leaders badges on Friday 15th February. A note will be sent home confirming these details very shortly.
Teacher Email Addresses
Teachers will be sending home year level information very shortly; this will include a year level newsletter
and the teachers email address.
Please note: if the matter is urgent please send a note or call the school. Email is a great form
of communication, but teachers do not always have time to check their email during the day or the email
system may not be accessible. It is important that you do not have the expectation that teachers will
answer emails after school hours.
Making Appointments with Teachers
We encourage parents to communicate with us when the need arises. For quick information sharing, a
brief unscheduled chat is fine. If more time is needed, we recommend that you schedule a longer
appointment time so we can address your concerns adequately. This meeting time can be arranged via
email, telephone or in person. Please do be respectful of the teachers planning and teaching time. Bell
time or during a teachers planning time is never an ideal time to discuss concerns, as teachers are
planning or about to begin instruction. Thank you for your understanding on this matter.
Photos and Social Media
Parents are reminded that you are able to freely take photos of your own children; however, it is School
Policy that photos of other students are not published on social media, without parental permission.
This includes photos in the classroom, excursions, camps or at any other school event
Mobile Phones
It is school policy for students not to have a mobile phone at school; however, the school understands
that in some cases a student may have a valid reason for needing a mobile phone. Therefore, all students
who need to have a mobile at school must fill in this permission slip stating the reasons why they need a
phone at school. The class teacher will then have a copy of students who have parental permission to
bring a phone to school.
The school does not take any responsibility for the safe keeping or care of students’ phones.
Phones MUST be switched off or on silent and stay in a student’s bag during school hours. Students are
not to video or take pictures of other students in the school grounds.
If students inappropriately use their phone during school hours and these protocols are not followed
parents will be contacted and students will be unable to bring their phone to school.
A permission note was sent home with children in Grades 4-6 this week.
School Policies - Community Code of Conduct, Uniform and Request to Administer Medication
A hard copy of the Community Code of Conduct Policy and Uniform Policy where sent home on Monday.
The Code of Conduct sets out our behavioural expectations of all members in the school community. It
respects the diversity of individuals in our school community and addresses the shared responsibilities of
all members in building a safe and respectful school community.
Included in this newsletter is a request to Administer Medication form. Please read these carefully.
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Meet the Teacher Evening
On Monday 11th February we would like to extend an invitation to parents to meet their child’s teacher
(except for 5/6J). Mr James will be available on Tuesday 12th February.
This is a great time to ask questions, inform the teacher of issues pertaining to your child or just touch
base with the teacher and introduce yourself. An Information book will be sent home as well as a getting
to know you sheet. Appointments will be able to be made through COMPASS. If you cannot make it up
to the school please email or ring your child’s teacher.
PLEASE NOTE these are not Parent Teacher Interviews.
Personal Goods brought to School at Owner's Risk
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include mobile
phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, musical instruments, sporting equipment, and cars parked on
school premises. The Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and it
has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property.
Student Accident Insurance
This is a reminder that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover
for students. Parents/guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured
students, including any transport costs. Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are available
from commercial insurers.
Parent Contacts
It is vital we have up to date phone numbers for families. In emergency situations and if your child is sick,
it is crucial we are able to contact you easily. If you have changed your phone number or emergency
contacts please contact the office and up date these.
No Riding Bikes/ Scooters in Yard
A reminder that children need to wear a helmet to and from school if they are riding their bike, scooter or
skateboard. Children need to dismount from their bikes and scooters at the school gate and are not to
ride in the school grounds before or after school.
Bike Shed
All bikes and scooters need to be collected from the bike shed by 3:40pm. The bike shed will be locked
at this time. If your child attends After School Care their bike or scooter needs to be removed from the
bike shed after school and placed in the bike area near the After School Care building. It is important to
know that if you leave your bike or scooter in the shed after hours or over the weekend, unfortunately it is
likely to go missing. If you are concerned that your child may forget their bike, perhaps consider the use
of a bike lock.
Hats
School hats need to be worn until the end of April and be clearly labelled with your child’s name. Children
are required to wear their hat outside at recess, lunch and during sport. All children need to have a navy
wide brimmed hat. Sports caps are not part of our Uniform or Sun Smart Policy. School hats can be
purchased from the office ($12). No Hat, No Play. It is also a good idea during the summer months to
pack a sunscreen in your child’s bag.
Sports Uniforms
Sports uniforms for Grades 1 - 6 can be worn on children’s dedicated Phys. Ed day and also the year
level sport day.
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IMPORTANT: Working with Children’s Check
Parents require a Working with Children’s Check if they are attending camps, excursions or volunteering
in the school eg: classroom reading, literacy groups, garden club, etc. Applying for a WWCC is done
online and is free if you click on the volunteer category.
A volunteer school worker is a person who without payment or reward voluntarily engages in:
• School Council functions
• activities for the welfare of the school at the request of the Principal or School Council
• school work
• free of charge for volunteers, but cannot be used for paid employment.
Please note: Parents need to have a WWCC card before they can volunteer in the school
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
Medical Conditions
If your child has any medical condition it is vital to let the class teacher know at the start of every year.
Although hand overs are done from teacher to teacher it is important teachers receive this information first
hand. If your child has an anaphylaxis or asthma plan these need to be provided to the school as well as
their asthma puffer and/or epipen which should be clearly labelled.
ANAPHYLAXIS REMINDER
In line with our school's policy on Anaphylaxis, we remind parents that nuts and nut products should not
be brought to school in lunches and snacks.
We are committed to:
•
providing, as far as practicable, a safe and supportive environment in which students at risk of
anaphylaxis can participate equally in all aspects of the student's schooling.
•
raising awareness about allergies and anaphylaxis in the school community.
•
actively involving the parents/carers of each student at risk of anaphylaxis in assessing risks,
developing risk minimisation strategies and management strategies for the student.
•
ensuring that each staff member has adequate knowledge of allergies, anaphylaxis and emergency
procedures.
NB: Parents please ensure the school is aware if your child is Anaphylactic. Please ensure the
school has your child’s Action Plan and an up to date epipen ASAP.
================================================================================
Medication
Staff can only administer medication if a parent gives written notification. All containers must be labelled
with your child’s name, the dose to be taken as well as when and how it should be taken. Please note
staff do not administer non prescription medication such as Panadol or vitamins.
This form can also be downloaded from the website
A REQUEST FOR STAFF AT PARKDALE PRIMARY TO SUPERVISE STUDENTS TAKING
MEDICATION
Name of student:_______________________________

Class:________

Reason for request:_______________________________________________________________
Medication Name:_____________________________

Dose:___________________

Dates for medication to be taken:_____________________
Time/s for medication to be taken:____________________
Parent/Guardian:_________________________ (Please Print) Signature:________________________
Date:_______________________
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2019 Staff
Foundation

Grade 1

Grade 2

Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5/6

Specialists

Jackie Sell
(Coordinator)

Tess
Arnold
(Coordinator)

Sally Murphy
(Coordinator)

Emma Free
(Coordinator)

Dillon
Hendricks
(Coordinator)

Gareth Snow
(Learning
Specialist /
Coordinator)

Phys.Ed
Cliff
Anderson /
Bec Taylor

Ash Muir

Megan
Rosenbrock

Jarrod Sing

Leonie
Haddad

Casey
Blacklaw

Maddie
Holland
(Coordinator)

Visual Art
Andrea Strong/
SharonClough
(Coordinator)

Lauren
Tipping

Jo Pyke

Taylor Glew /
Sam
Kennedy

Michelle
Pieters

Audrey Ulrich

Nerida
McKenzie
(Learning
Specialist)

STEM
Bri Beglau

Steph Strong

Sarah
Buckingham

Sophie Durnan

Brent Rafferty

Emily
Hibberd

Lisa Coe

Performing
Arts
Di Meek /
Louise McLeod

Ryan
Hubbard

Japanese
Naoko
Nishikawa /
Deanna
Wegman

Candice
Robbie
Sheldon-Collins McDonald

Rachael
Hibbins
Support

Perri Davies

Rachael
Hibbins
Support

Michelle Cole
Support

Tobi
Cunningham
Nathan James

Support Staff:
Office: Helen
Admin:

Trish McCarthy, Faye Harris, Kerrie Barker, Kath Rodwell
Teasdale (Business Manager), Lyn Mason-Woods, Di Galea
Leanne Bradney (Principal), Tracy Richards (Assistant Principal),
Jarrod Bainbridge (Acting Assistant Principal)
Congratulations to Mr Bainbridge, who has taken up an Acting Assistant Principal position this year at PPS.

2019 Clubs

2019 Term Dates
Activity

MON

Gerry Green Gr, 5/6
Choir

TUES

Gerry Green Gr. 3/4

WED

Coding Club
Minecraft Club Gr. 5/6
Band Practice

THURS

FRI

Term 1

Teachers Resume 29th January
Students Begin 30th January
Foundation students
Thursday 31st January
30th January - 5th April

Term 2

Mon 22nd - Easter Monday

Games/Chess/Drawing/
Lego Club
Catch Up Club Gr. 3-6
Aerobics Training

Term 3

15th July - 20th September

Garden Club
Out the Front Club

Term 4

7th October - 20th December

Tues 23rd April - 28th June

Assembly
Assembly is held on a Friday afternoon at 3:00pm.
It has been a great start to the year, we are all looking forward to an exciting and productive 2019.
Leanne Bradney
Principal

COMMUNICATION WITH TEACHERS
Attending the Meet and Greets is an important first step in establishing a working
relationship with your child’s teacher and this is a great opportunity to fill them in
on specific and current information about your child. If you are unable to attend
these sessions it would be great if you could try to make a point of introducing
yourself to the teacher at some point and sending any information to them via the
note that went home or an email. Ongoing communication between parents and
teachers is vital and it is important that any queries or concerns that you have are
directed to the teacher. Don’t sit on a problem for too long as it can then become
more of an issue than it needs to be.
If your child was to come home with an issue that he/she is concerned with, listen to your child – remembering that
their account is their interpretation only. Talk to them about how they could deal with the problem in a constructive
way. You might find your child then very quickly moves on and has dealt with the concern in their own way.
If you feel as a parent that the concern/issue needs to be brought to the attention of the school please contact the
class teacher first. The teacher is there to listen and to help resolve any issues that might arise with students, teachers
and parents. If necessary then contact the year level co-ordinator:
Foundation: Jackie Sell sell.jackie.m@edumail.vic.gov.au

Gd 1: Tess Arnold arnold.tess.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Gd 2: Sally Murphy murphy.sally.a@edumail.vic.gov.au Gd 3: Emma Free free.emma.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
Gd 4: Dillon Hendricks hendricks.dillon.d@edumail.vic.gov.au Gd 6: Gareth Snow
snow.gareth.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
Gd 5: Maddelyn Holland holland-tam.maddelyn.t@edumail.vic.gov.au
If you still have concerns after following this process then contact the Assistant Principal/ Principal.
richards.tracy.t@edumail.vic.gov.au

bradney.leanne.n@edumail.vic.gov.au

It is also important to take the problem directly to the teacher for clarification as opposed to chatting to other parents
about it in the yard. If your child is having an issue or problem with another child at school, this is something that
should be dealt with by the teacher. Please avoid calling or confronting the parent of the other child personally.

LEARNING TO LEARN
The first few weeks of the year are a really important time in the classrooms. Throughout the school, the teachers plan
and deliver their programs with an emphasis on ‘Learning to learn’. Rules are established, the Super Six values are
highlighted and revised and classroom and school norms and expectations are discussed. The tone for the year is
firmly set in this first part of Term 1.
Towards the end of 2018, the teachers and students collaborated on the development of Learner Protocols. We
looked at each of the Super Six values in isolation and developed a list of behaviours that would be visible if the
students were using these values at school, both in the classroom and out in the yard. These ‘I will…..” statements
have been compiled into posters that are displayed in each classroom and specialist area and these will provide an
ongoing structure and common language for reinforcing the Super Six. A copy of the Learner Protocol Poster is
included in the newsletter.
We will continue to award children who consistently demonstrate the Super Six values with Values Award at Friday
Assemblies. Each grade level selects one child per week who is outstanding in their demonstration of one or more of
these values and their name is then displayed on the Super 6 trees outside the school office.

WHAT’S HAPPENING ……

Grade 2 … Cont’d

FOUNDATION

Parents are welcome to come in from Monday
11th February to listen to reading. (Must have
WWCC.) Literacy groups will begin in Week 4.
Just a reminder to return ‘Your child on a page’
and other notices as soon as possible, and we look
forward to meeting you on Monday night.

Welcome to Foundation 2019! We are very proud
of the children for settling in to the school routine so
quickly!
Thank you to all the parents for helping the children
to line up and also remembering to move away
from the line. It can be very overwhelming for the
students when the line up area is overcrowded!
This Friday we will be attending our first Assembly,
which will be held on the quadrangle from 3pm
onwards. We hope to see some of you there.
Just a reminder that we will be sending reader
books home on Monday 18th and corridor reading
will begin on Tuesday 19th. If you are interested in
helping with corridor reading, there will be a quick
information session held in Miss Muir’s classroom
on Monday 18th at 3:15pm.
Don’t forget that all classroom/corridor helpers are
required to have a valid Working With Children’s
Check.

GRADE 1
Welcome back to another school year. Your
children have settled in beautifully and are learning
the classroom routines of year 1. We are so proud
of all the children on how well they have been
organising themselves in the morning and getting
ready to start their day.
Over the last two weeks we have been running our
‘Learning How To Learn’ program which consists of
learning about the Parkdale Super 6 values.
(Respect, Resilience, Responsibility, Integrity,
Cooperation and Excellence). We have been
having an abundance of fun and engaging activities
to help the children to develop these skills.
On Friday we will be sending out a Grade 1
Information Booklet that will give you an overview
of what will be happening in Grade 1 this year.
Please read through this carefully and if you have
any questions, you could ask your teacher at the
‘Meet and Greets’ on Monday.
Have a lovely weekend!

GRADE 2
Students have made a terrific start to Grade 2 and
it’s been a pleasure getting to know them all. In the
first two weeks we focus on learning about our
school values and teaching the students how to be
the best learners they can be and get the most out
of their learning opportunities.
It has been pleasing to see the student’s
confidence and listening and questioning skills
during our ‘What’s in my bag?’ presentations.
cont’d

GRADE 3
Hello and welcome back to all the Grade 3 students
and parents. The children have settled into the
routine of school and are displaying excellent focus
while learning about our important Super 6 Values.
The Accelerated Reading (A.R.) program has been
explained in detail to all the Grade 3 children and
they will be starting their tests this week to
ascertain their reading range. To help inform the
parents about this A.R. program, you are welcome
to attend an afternoon information session on
Wednesday 13th February in the Grade 3 Hub.
We are very excited about the new Environment/
STEM program and also the Science Dress Up Day
on Thursday 14th February. This will be
accompanied with the Jolly Bops Science Show
incursion.
To keep the buzz of writing ideas flowing we are
encouraging all students to bring a small A5 book
to school to be used as a ‘Writers Notebook’. All
their inspirational thoughts and ideas can be
quickly jotted down and used later in their own
writing.
Finally, a reminder that recorders can be
purchased at school so please return your forms
and $10 ASAP.

WHAT’S HAPPENING ….
GRADE 4
Welcome back! We hope all our families had a
fantastic break and are ready for an exciting and
no doubt busy year in Grade 4.
Our Learning How to Learn focus for the first
2 weeks is going well. Some of the things the
students have been learning about are Super Six
values, open and closed questions, fixed and
growth mindsets and the expectations of being a
Grade 4 student.
A Grade 4 Term Newsletter will be sent tomorrow.
This will be done through Compass and a hard
copy will also be sent.
Reading – Students will be doing a new STAR test
to determine their AR Reading Range in the next
few weeks, this will be completed as soon as
possible. In the meantime, all students should be
reading. They have all been given the opportunity
to borrow or are reading a book from home.
Maths – We have started with our new groups. Our
topic is Place Value. This involves understanding
that digits have a different value depending on their
place in a number. It may also include comparing
and ordering numbers, rounding off and adding
larger numbers.
Rotations – We have started our rotations this
week. The students are in mixed groups and rotate
around each activity throughout the term. This
includes Indigenous Studies, Science - Earth and
Space, SMART Games and Digital Technology
activities.
Homework:
Reading – minimum 5 days per week written in the
diary with the title of the book and the pages read.
Please sign your child’s diary every week.
Homework:
Week 2 – Reading, Resilience project activities in
diary
Week 3 – Reading, Spelling, Handwriting
Please read the Grade 4 term newsletter coming
out tomorrow as this will explain everything you
need to know about the Grade 4 program.

GRADE 5/6
Welcome back for 2019! The Grade 5/6 students
have made a terrific start and have settled in to
their routine with excitement and enthusiasm for
what lies ahead.
This year we will be introducing a new focus on
Word study within our Literacy Program, with an
aim to expand and extend our vocabularies and of
course, improve our reading and writing. A notice
went home this week (and on Compass) explaining
the word study program and what is happening in
class.
Place Value has begun within Maths groups; an
exciting time as students get to know their Maths
groups, and their Maths teacher. MangaHigh
codes have gone home, so please encourage your
child to log on and familiarise themselves with the
system, as it will be used plenty this year. Make
sure to ask your child who their Maths teacher is.
School Leaders and House leaders badges will be
presented this Friday at Assembly. All other
leadership positions will be notified when their
badges will be presented.
Beach Program is on in week 4 Monday 18th
February – Friday 23rd February. Notices should
be returned by Friday 8th February.
Please return the following notices ASAP:
- Gerry Green
- Digital Technologies Agreement
- Mobile Phone agreement
- Photo permission forms
The Grade 5/6 Team thank you for your ongoing
support.

