
Thursday 8th February, 2018 

     

CALENDAR 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

Thursday 15th 

Book Club Closes 

 

Friday 16th 

PPA Meeting 

9:15 am 

 

Monday 19th 

Teacher Meet and Greet  
4:00pm - 7:00pm 

 

School Council 7pm 

 

Tuesday 20th 

Teacher Meet and Greet 
5/6T & 2D Only 
4:00pm - 7:00pm 

 

Monday 19th -  
Friday 23rd 

Grade 5/6 Beach  
Program 

 

 

MARCH 

 

Thursday 1st 
Year 3 Excursion 

 

Wednesday 7th  
District Swimming 

 

Monday 12th  
Labour Day Holiday 

 

Tuesday 13th &  
Wednesday 14th  
Grade 2 Excursion 

 

Tuesday 20th  
Curriculum Day 

 

Monday 26th 

Grandparents’ Morning 
Tea 

 

Thursday 29th 

Last Day Term 1 

 

 

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 

 

From the Principal  
 

Meet and Greet 
On Monday 19th February we would like to extend an invitation to parents to meet 
their child’s teacher.   Booking times for Meet and Greet for Grades 1 to 6 have 
been sent out today via COMPASS.  Please make sure you have activated your 
account in order to book a time.   
 

All Meet and Greets will be on Monday 19th February except for 5/6T and 2D 
which will be on Tuesday 20th February. This is a great time to ask questions,  
inform the  teacher of issues pertaining to your child or just touch base with the 
teacher and introduce yourself.  This replaces information evenings, an Information 
Book will be sent via COMPASS.   
 

If you are unable to make the day please contact the class teacher.   
Please note: These are not Parent Teacher Interviews. 
 

School Council and PPA 

School Council and PPA play a vital role at Parkdale Primary School.  We  
encourage parents to become actively involved in these committees.  March is  
the AGM for both School Council and PPA.  These committees operate best  
when we have a full membership.  I encourage anyone who is interested to please 
nominate for School Council or to join PPA.    
 

If you are interested but need to know more information please contact me. We 
welcome new faces as well as current members.  Information about the upcoming 
School Council Elections is in this week’s newsletter.  
 

Leadership Positions  
The School, Vice School, House, and Vice House Leaders badges will be        
presented at Assembly on Friday 9th February and the Peer, Environment and       
Specialist Leaders will receive their badges on Friday 16th February. 
 

Photos and Social Media 
Parents are reminded that you are able to freely take photos of your own children; 
however, it is School Policy that photos of other students are not published on  
social media, without parental permission.  This includes photos in the classroom, 
excursions, camps or at any other school event.  
 

GASTRO - Minimum Period of Exclusion  
We have had a number of cases of Gastro.  This is highly contagious and it is  
vital parents DO NOT send your child/ren to school until 48 hours after the last    
symptoms have occurred (vomiting/diarrhoea)  
 

Head Lice 
For health and safety reasons and to assist with the control of head lice all children 
with shoulder length hair needs to be tied back.   



 

From The Principal ……. Cont’d 

 

 

Contributions 2018 
The contributions are important in enabling us to provide the best learning environment for the children 
at Parkdale Primary School.  Thank you to the families who have already paid their contributions.  
Family Statements have been posted and the due dates are as follows: the Grade 5/6 beach swimming 
program and Prep - 6 excursion levies are due to be paid by Monday 5th February 2018.  
 

All other contributions are due by the 5th March 2018. If you require BPAY details please contact the 
office. 
 

Please note: In order for students to attend the swimming program or excursions this levy 
needs to be paid.  If you are experiencing financial difficulties please contact Helen or myself to discuss 
a payment plan. 
 

Notifying Parents of an Unexplained Student Absence 

From the end of Term 2, all schools are required to contact parents/guardians as soon as practicable 
when student absence is unexplained.  The new requirement for schools under the Guidelines is to 
contact parents/guardians as soon as practicable on the day of a student’s absence. This was formerly 
three days. 
To assist with this process we require parents to access COMPASS to notify the school in the 
morning (before 9am) if your child is absent.  
 

Collecting your Child Early / Arriving Late 
If you are collecting your child early they need to be signed out at the office before they are collected 
from the classroom.  The parent or guardian will be given an Early Leaver’s card which must be given 
to the class teacher or specialist teacher.  Also if you child arrives after 9:15am you will need to go via 
the office and sign in and collect a Late Pass.  
 

Before & After School Arrival Times 
Teachers are officially on duty for 15 minutes prior to the commencement of the school day and  
15 minutes after the conclusion of the school day.  Consequently the following apply: 

• School commences at 9:00am 

• No student should be dropped off before 8.45 am as there is no supervision. 

• School finishes at 3.30 pm. If the student is not collected they will be taken to the After School Care  
      and families will be charged accordingly. 
 

Making Appointments with Teachers 
We encourage parents to communicate with us when the need arises.  For quick information sharing, a 
brief unscheduled chat is fine.  If more time is needed, we recommend that you schedule a longer   
appointment time so we can address your concerns adequately.  This meeting time can be arranged 
via email, telephone or in person.  Please do be respectful of the teachers planning and teaching time. 
Bell time or during a teachers planning time is never an ideal time to discuss concerns, as teachers are 
planning or about to begin instruction. Thank you for your understanding on this matter. 
 

What does the Issue Relate to? Who to Talk To?  
First Point of Contact  
• Children’s Learning or Classroom:  Parents should contact the class teacher as the first contact 

point.  If not resolved meet with the Year Level Coordinator or Assistant Principal. 
• Involving several students in a year level:  The class teacher and or the year level co-ordinator.  If 

not resolved meet with the Assistant Principal or Principal. 
• Complex student issues:  parents can contact the Assistant Principal or Principal. 
• Staff member, school policy or management issues:  contact the Principal. 
 

 

Fair 2018  
Due to limited space we are unable to run our annual Fair.  We have looked into other options including 
a colour run and an inflatable obstacle course, unfortunately Council has not allowed us to use Gerry 
Green for either of these events and we are unable to run them on our oval.  We will still run a major 
fundraising event this term, we are finalising what this day will involve, so keep your eyes on this 
space.  
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COLES Sports for Schools 
For every $10 spent at Coles parents will receive one sports voucher.  These can then be sent to 
school and placed in the box outside the office.  The vouchers will go towards new sports equipment.  
 

Mobile Phones 
It is school policy for students not to have a mobile phone at school; however, the school  understands 
that in some cases a student may have a valid reason for needing a mobile phone.  Therefore, all  
students who need to have a mobile at school must fill in the permission slip stating the reasons why 
they need a phone at school.  The class teacher will then have a copy of students who have parental 
permission to bring a phone to school.  The Consent Form and Policy is included with this newsletter. 
 

Personal Goods brought to School at Owner's Risk 
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors.  This can include mobile 
phones, electronic games, calculators, toys, musical instruments, sporting equipment, and cars parked 
on school premises.  The Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools 
and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property.  
 

Student Accident Insurance 
This is a reminder that the Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance 
cover for students.  Parents/guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for  
injured students, including any transport costs.  Reasonably low cost accident insurance policies are 
available from commercial insurers. 
 

No Riding Bikes/ Scooters in Yard 

A reminder that children need to wear a helmet to and from school if they are riding their bike, scooter 
or skateboard.  Children need to dismount from their bikes and scooters at the school gate and are not 
to ride in the school grounds before or after school.  
 

Bike Shed 

All bikes and scooters need to be collected from the bike shed by 3:40pm.  The bike shed will be 
locked at this time.  If your child attends After School Care their bike or scooter needs to be removed 
from the bike shed after school and placed in the bike area near the After School Care building.  
 

It is important to know that if you leave your bike or scooter in the shed after hours or over the week-
end,  unfortunately it is likely to go missing. If you are concerned that your child may forget their bike, 
perhaps consider the use of a bike lock. 
 

Hats 
School hats need to be worn until the end of April and be clearly labelled with your child’s name.  
Children are required to wear their hat outside at recess, lunch and during sport.  All children need to 
have a navy wide brimmed hat.  Sports caps are not part of our Uniform or Sun Smart Policy.  
School hats can be purchased from the office ($12).  No Hat, No Play.  It is also a good idea during the 
summer months to pack a sunscreen in your child’s bag. 
 

P@AB UC and Drop Off Zone  
It is very important that parents do not park for long periods in the pick up and drop off zone at the front 
of the school for the safety of the children.  This area is designated for a quick drop off or pick up of  
children.  Parents are reminded that they are not allowed to park in this designated and leave their car.  
It is literally a ‘Kiss and Go’ zone.  For the safety of all students, parents should not be double parking 
along the service lane.  
 

NO Parking in the School Grounds 
Parents and/or Grandparents are NOT permitted to park in the school grounds.  This includes the staff 
car park and in the driveway at the back of the school.  The children’s safety is of the utmost concern.  
We realise it can become very congested around the school at pick up and drop off times, however 
parking in the school grounds is not an option. 
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ANAPHYLAXIS REMINDER 

In line with our school's policy on Anaphylaxis, we remind parents that nuts and nut products should not 
be brought to school in lunches and snacks. 
 

We are committed to: 
• providing, as far as practicable, a safe and supportive environment in which students at risk of              

anaphylaxis can participate equally in all aspects of the student's  schooling. 
• raising awareness about allergies and anaphylaxis in the school community. 
• actively involving the parents/carers of each student at risk of anaphylaxis in assessing risks,       

developing risk minimisation strategies and management strategies for the student. 
• ensuring that each staff member has adequate knowledge of allergies, anaphylaxis and  
 emergency procedures. 
 

NB:  Parents please ensure the school is aware if your child is Anaphylactic.  Please ensure the 
school has your child’s action plan and an up to date epipen ASAP. 
 

 

IMPORTANT: Working with Children’s Check 
Parents require a Working with Children’s Check if they are attending camp, excursions and  
volunteering in the school eg: classroom reading, literacy groups, canteen, garden club, etc.  Applying 
for a WWC is done online and is free if you click on the volunteer category.   
 

A volunteer school worker is a person who without payment or reward voluntarily: 
engages in:  

• school council functions 

• activities for the welfare of the school at the request of the principal or school  council 

• school work 

• free of charge for volunteers, but cannot be used for paid employment. 

•  

Please note: Parents need to have a WWC card before they can volunteer in the school  
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/ 
 

 

============================================================================== 

 

Medication    
Staff can only administer medication if a parent gives written notification.  All containers must be  
labelled with your child’s name, the dose to be taken as well as when and how it should be taken. 
Please note staff do not administer non prescription medication such as Panadol or vitamins.  
This form can also be downloaded from the website. 
 

 

A REQUEST FOR STAFF AT PARKDALE PRIMARY TO SUPERVISE STUDENTS TAKING              
MEDICATION 

 

Name of student:_____________________________________     Class:________ 

Reason for request:_______________________________________________________________ 

Dose:___________________ 

Dates for medication to be taken:_____________________ 

Time/s for medication to be taken:____________________ 

Parent/Guardian:__________________________________ (Please Print) 

Signature:_______________________________             Date:_______________________  
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PARKDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL MOBILE PERMISSION FORM 

It is school policy for students not to have a mobile phone at school; however, the school understands that in 
some cases a student may have a valid reason for needing a mobile phone.  Therefore, all students who need to 
have a mobile at school must fill in this permission slip stating the reasons why they need a phone at school.  The 
class teacher will then have a copy of students who have parental permission to bring a phone to school.  
 

The school does not take any responsibility for the safe keeping or care of students’ phones.  Phones MUST be 
switched off or on silent and stay in a student’s bag during school hours. 
 

Students are not to video or take pictures of other students in the school grounds.  If students inappropriately use 
their phone during school hours and these protocols are not followed parents will be contacted and students will 
be unable to bring their phone to school. 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------——————————–—— 

 

PARENTAL CONSENT FORM  
I HEREBY GIVE PERMISSION FOR MY CHILD TO HAVE A MOBILE PHONE AT SCHOOL AND AGREE MY 
CHILD WILL FOLLOW SCHOOL PROTOCOLS  
 

Name___________________________________________ Grade____________  

 

My child needs to bring a phone to school because________________________________________ 

  
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian:  
 

_____________________________________Date___________________  
 

Contact Phone Number_________________________________________ 

 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY  
I have read and accept the guidelines and protocols included within the Mobile Phone & Electronic Policy. 
 

 

Student Name:___________________________                  Grade:______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mobile Phones & Electronic Devices POLICY 

 

Rationale: 
In a changing technological world some students are in possession of mobile phones or other electronic devices 
for security or other reasons and it is necessary to have guidelines in place. 
 

School is not a safe and secure place for mobile phones or other electronic devices and as such the school does 
not support students being in possession of these devices during school hours. 
 

Mobile phones and electronic devices are the complete responsibility of the owner and the school will not take 
any responsibility for loss or damage or costs associated with loss or damage while in the students’ possession. 
 

The Department of Education and Training does not hold insurance for personal property brought to school.  
Students are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school. 

Implementation:  

Students are not to bring personal mobile phones or electronic devices to school unless permission from the  
Principal has been successfully sought by parents who have outlined the health, safety or personal reasons that 
justify the student being in possession of a mobile phone or other electronic device. 

The school takes no responsibility for devices that are brought to school. 

Mobile Phones and electronic devices are not to be used at school. 

If there is any breach in the guidelines for use of mobile phones or electronic devices, parents will be notified. 

The Principal may revoke a student’s previously granted privilege of bringing a mobile phone and/or electronic 
device to school. 

This policy covers school excursions, camps and other extra curricula activities.  
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PARKDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS - 2018 
 

It is time to hold elections for the School Council.  The Council is responsible for setting the policies that the 
school will follow, monitoring the finances and maintaining the facilities.  Our Council meets at 7.00 p.m. on the 
third Monday of the month. 
 

Who is on School Council?  For most School Councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 
 
A mandated elected Parent category – more than one third of the total members must be from this category.      
Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as 
they are not employed at the school. 
 

A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than one-third 
of the total membership of school council.  The Principal of the school is automatically one of these members. 
 

An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of 
their special skills, interests or experiences.  DET employees are not eligible to be Community members. 
 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years.  The term of office of half the members expires each 
year, creating vacancies for the annual School Council elections. 
 

Timeline: 
February 12, 2018 Nomination forms available from the office 
February 19, 2018 Nomination forms to be lodged at the office by 4pm. 
  
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the office.  The terms  
of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category open for election are as  
follows. 
 

 

 

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and calling for further   
nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school office. 
 

We will proceed to an election if the number of nominations exceeds the number of positions required. 
 
Parkdale Primary School Council Election Process and Timeline 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Leanne Bradney 
Principal 

Membership Category Terms of Office Positions Vacant 

Parent Member 1st April 2018 – 31st March 2020 4 

Community Members 1st April 2018 – 31st March 2019 1 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Monday, 12 February 2018 

b) Closing Date for nominations Monday, 19 February 2018 by 4.00pm 

c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators 
will be posted 

Wednesday, 21 February 2018 

d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and 
distributed/voting by either mail or at the school 
office between 8.30am-4.00pm 

Monday, 26 February, 2018 

e) Close of Ballot Monday, 5 March 2018 

f) Vote Count & Poll Declaration Tuesday, 6 March 2018 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Grade 2    ….    Cont’d 

In CAFE reading, our current focus is to choose 
‘good fit books’ using the ‘5 Finger Rule’.  The  
children are enjoying the Daily 3 reading we do  
every morning in class and have been using the  
‘5 Finger Rule’ to pick books that suit them.  
 

Parents are welcome to join us for classroom  
reading first thing every morning from Monday  
12th February.  A current WWCC is required, which 
needs to be seen by your child’s teacher and the 
office.  All reading helpers are asked to sign in at the 
classroom. 
 

We started Maths groups this week and the children 
demonstrated both confidence and a positive  
attitude as they joined students from other grades. 
We introduced our first topic, number and place  
value, which will run for three weeks. 
 

A friendly reminder that Digital Technology  
Agreements and Gerry Green permission forms 
need to be returned ASAP.   
 

More information about what’s happening in  Grade 
2 will be shared in the coming weeks. 

 

 

GRADE 3 

A warm welcome back to all Grade 3 families and 
students.  This past fortnight has been one where 
we have settled the children into their new routines, 
discussed grade 3 expectations, revised our Super 
6 values and enjoyed getting to know one another.  
 

We have also been assessing students in  
preparation for take home readers, spelling lists and 
Maths groups.   
 

Our Maths commenced on Monday 5th. Look out for 
our detailed newsletter which will be posted on 
Compass next Thursday. 
 

 

GRADE 4 

Welcome back!  We hope all our families had a  
fantastic break and are ready for an exciting and no 
doubt busy year in Grade 4. 
 

The Grade 4 Team would also like to welcome our  
newest team member Miss Emily Hibberd (4E). 
 

Our Learning How to Learn focus for the first 2 
weeks is going well.  Some of the things the  
students have been learning about are Super Six 
values, open and closed questions, fixed and growth 
mindsets and the expectations of being a Grade 4 
student. 
 

A Grade 4 Term Newsletter will be sent next  
Thursday. This will be done through Compass only. 
 

Reading – We have had some issues with the AR  
program and are getting the students to do a new 
STAR test to determine their AR Reading Range.  
This will be completed as soon as possible.  In the 
meantime, all students should be reading.  They 
have all been given the opportunity to borrow or are 
reading a book from home. 
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

FOUNDATION   
Welcome to Foundation 2018! We are very proud 
of the children for settling in to the school routine 
so quickly! 
 

Thank you to all the parents for helping the  
children to line up and also remembering to move 
away from the line.  It can be very overwhelming 
for the students when the line up area is  
overcrowded!  
 

This Friday we will be attending our first Assembly, 
which will be held on the quadrangle from 3pm  
onwards. We hope to see some of you there. 
 

Just a reminder that we will be sending reader 
books home on Monday 12th and corridor reading 
will begin on Tuesday 13th. If you are interested in 
helping with corridor reading, there will be a quick 
information session held in Miss Muir’s classroom 
on Monday afternoon at 3:15pm.  Don’t forget that 
all classroom/corridor helpers are required to have 
a valid Working With Children’s Check. 
 

 

 

GRADE 1 

Welcome back to the 2018 school year everyone! 
We are so impressed with the amazing start to the 
year the Grade 1 students have made.  They have 
settled back into the school routine with ease and 
are eager to learn new things.  
 

Thank you to everyone for bringing in their school 
supplies so promptly.  If you have not brought in all 
of your supplies yet, please do so as soon as  
possible.  
 

The Specialist timetable has begun and we will be 
sending home a timetable shortly.  The children 
are very excited for Grade 1 sport will begin this 
Tuesday.  The children are no longer required to 
wear coloured tops.  Instead we ask they wear  
their usual school top until stocks of the new sports 
top arrive. 
 

Readers will go home this Friday for classroom 
reading to start week 3.  We would appreciate  
parent helpers, however they are not required until 
week 4. Please remember you must show your 
current working with children check to your class 
teacher.  

 

Don’t forget this term children need their hat as we 
have our ‘No hat, no play’ rule.  
 

We are all looking forward to another fabulous 
year! 
 

 

GRADE 2 

The children have made a super start to the year 
and they all seem to be settling in well to Grade 2. 
We started the school year by focusing on our  
Parkdale Super 6 Values, and have been enjoying 
getting to know each other, through various fun  
activities and games. 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

 

Grade 4    …..     Cont’d 

 

Maths – We have started with our new groups.  Our 
topic is Place Value.  This involves understanding that 
digits have a different value depending on their place in 
a number.  It may also include comparing and ordering 
numbers, rounding off and adding larger numbers. 
 

Rotations – We will be starting our rotation groups next 
week.  These will include Resilience Project, Civics and 
Citizenship, SMART Games and STEAM activities. 
 

Homework: 
Maths sheet – due Monday 12th 

Reading – minimum 5 days per week written in diary. 
Please sign your child’s diary every week. 
  

Spelling lists will be handed out starting next week. 
 

 

GRADE 5/6 

Congratulations to all Grade 5/6s on a wonderful start to 
2018!  Students have all done a wonderful job creating 
their SMART Goals for this term, which are displayed in 
the classroom.   
 

5/6s have begun their first number topic on “Place  
Value.”   
 

Students are reminded to write down their MangaHigh 
logins and passwords into their diary.  
 

Sound Waves has also started this week, students are 
encouraged to practice their words in preparation for 
Thursday. 
 

Students are asked to return their Beach Program  
permission slip as well as Digital Technology Form to 
their classroom teacher as soon as possible.  
 

 

2018 Team Vic State Selection Process 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
The following is to provide you with information about 
the School Sport Victoria Team Vic Trials for 12 years 
and under teams in the sports of Australian Rules,  
Netball, Football (Soccer) and Basketball for 2018.  
To be eligible to participate in the trial process;  
students must be nominated and endorsed by 
their school initially;  

each of these children needs to register online, if 
they wish to proceed. 

 

Each school is only allowed a maximum of three (3)  
students for each sport mentioned above to attend 
these trials so it’s important that as a school, we 
acknowledge the capacity and ability of these  
nominated students to be able to participate well in 
these trials.   
 

          …..  cont’d 

It needs to be emphasised that these trials form part 
of School Sport Victoria’s Gifted and Talented  
program and are not ‘come and try’ opportunities.  
Each child is trialing for a State Team and as such we 
must attest to each child’s athleticism, skill level and 
school behaviour. 
   

You are invited to register your child for selection 
to trial, if you so wish.  Please be aware that  
registration costs $25 per sport.  Please go to the 
following link to access the registration page and 
information https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au 

 

Parents if you have any questions please see Mr A.  
or email anderson.clifton.f@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB ORDERS – 
Issue 1 
Thank you for supporting Book Club at Parkdale  
Primary School.  Last year you helped us raise over 
$3,000 which funded the purchase of classroom 
equipment, trolleys and books. 
 

Scholastic Book Club Issue 1 catalogues have been 
handed out and orders are due next week by  
Thursday 15th February. You can also download the 
catalogue: 
http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub/
catalogue.asp 

 

Orders and payment can be made using LOOP online 
or using the app. 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/
Login.aspx  

 

Look up “Scholastic” on the App Store or Google Play 
to find “Book Club Loop for Parents”. 
 

Please be aware that Paper/cash orders are no 
longer being processed. 
 

Gifts or secret orders - Once books are delivered to 
the school, they are normally distributed to your child. 
If you would like a secret order, books can be held at 
the office for you to collect. When placing your order 
please choose your child’s class as normal then 
check the “GIFT” box when entering details for your 
order. 
If you have any questions or suggestions regarding 
the way Book Club operates at Parkdale, please let 
us know and we’ll do our best to help. You can also 
call Scholastic Customer Service on 1800 021 233 or 
email customer_service@scholastic.com.au.  
 

For 2018, the Book Club is being run by Wendy 
Stahmer (Zara Jones – 1H) and  
Dani Francis (Mason – 3M ). 



 



 



 

 

GUITAR AND DRUM LESSONS 
 

Guitar and Drum lessons are offered to students 
during school hours.  If you would like further in-
formation, please contact 
 

 Trevor Maddicks on 0404 018 382. 
 

 


