Thursday 8th November, 2018

Responsibility

CALENDAR
NOVEMBER
Thursday 15th –
Wednesday 21st
Japanese Incursion
Monday 19th
School Council
Thursday 22nd
Japanese Cultural
Day
Wednesday 28th
Prep Excursion

DECEMBER
Thursday 6th
Grade 6 Graduation
Friday 7th
CURRICULUM DAY
Friday 14th
Christmas Concert
Friday 21st
Term 4 Ends

General Information
Banking Day Tuesday

Respect

Resilience

Integrity

Cooperation

Excellence

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Allocation of 2019 Classes
When developing individual classes each year, teachers consider a number of
factors including academic ability, social competencies, gender, students who
work well together, those who may not work well together and friendship
groupings. While the students are consulted about current friendships, it is
only one of the criteria considered because building new relationships is also
part of our education process and an important skill for students to develop.
The placement of students is a complex process where teachers put great
thought into their planning. They discuss, reflect and review their decisions
over a period of time.
If you feel there is confidential information which could have an impact on your
child’s placement you may make a written request for consideration. Any
parent request must be sent in writing or via email to Mrs Richards or myself
no later than Friday 16th November 2018. Information will only be considered
if in writing and received by the due date.
Please note that multiple requests or requests that impact on another student’s
class placement cannot be considered in the process. With over 700 children at
the school it is impractical to take parent request for specific teachers, therefore
naming a specific teacher/gender as a request will not be considered.
If parents have written requests in previous years, we do not retain these as
students’ needs and friendships change from year to year. If the consideration
from a previous year is still important, a new letter should be written.
There may often be a reason why your request is not granted. It is therefore
important not to indicate to your child that you have made a request as this may
lead to unnecessary disappointment.
Trivia Night
Congratulations to the Trivia Night Committee for a great evening of fun and
frivolity. They have raised the incredible amount of $9,400 which will be
allocated to our STEAM resources. Well done.
2019
Thank you to the families who have officially let us know of their intentions for
2019. If you will not be returning to PPS next year can you please let as know
ASAP, as we need accurate enrolment figures to plan structures and timetables.
Japanese Day
Japanese Day is on Thursday 22nd November. Mami Sensei has organised a
full week of activities and each year level will attend an incursion during the
week. A sushi lunch will also be available on this day. Information to be sent
out today.

From the Principal

…..

cont’d

No Riding Bikes/ Scooters in Yard
A reminder that children need to wear a helmet to and from school if they are riding their bike, scooter or
skateboard. Children need to dismount from their bikes and scooters at the school gate. For safety
reasons, children are not to ride in the school grounds before or after school.
Leanne Bradney
Principal

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
FOUNDATION
We have almost reached the halfway mark for Term
4! We hope everyone enjoyed their day off for Cup
Day too.
This week in Foundation we are continuing to
revise digraphs (sh, th, ch, wh and ph).
In our Inquiry unit we have learnt the features of
mammals, including marsupials and monotremes,
and are now moving onto reptiles and amphibians.
Thank you to all the parents who have volunteered
for the Zoo excursion. All Foundation classes
should have announced the parents who were
selected in their draw to accompany us. Anyone
wishing to be a ‘back up’ parent helper please let
your classroom teacher know.

GRADE 1
Our CAFÉ focus over the next couple of weeks is
expanding our vocabulary (use prior knowledge to
predict what a word means). When reading
non-fiction texts we often come to bolded words that
we may not know the meaning of.
Encourage your child to use the text clues and
prior knowledge to find out new words. We are
beginning to look at the different text features that
non-fiction books contain, so if you come across one
in your child’s nightly reader be sure to ask them to
identify the text features, e.g. contents page,
glossary etc.
In Maths our topic is Fractions. We have been
dividing shapes and groups into halves and
quarters. You could assist your child with their
understanding by asking them simple questions in
the kitchen For e.g.: Could you please cut that slice
of toast into quarters?
For Inquiry this week we have been exploring
coral reefs. In particular the Great Barrier Reef. The
children have researched what type of sea creatures
live in this kind of habitat and what coral needs for
survival. In a few weeks’ time the children will be
making dioramas in class so if you have any shoe
boxes lying around please send them in with your
child.

Grade 1

…. cont’d

Thank you to everyone who has brought back their
excursion permission notice. If you have not
already done so please return it ASAP. Also if you
are available to assist on the day, please see your
child’s teacher as we need two parents per class.

GRADE 2
In Writing we are still covering Narrative Writing
and children have been planning and writing their
own narrative, ensuring they follow the correct
structure and include descriptive language to build
character and setting. Children are being
encouraged to proof read and edit their work.
Our recent CAFÉ focus is to: recognise cause and
effect. Please get children to identify any cause
and effect relationships whilst reading at home.
In Maths we are revising Multiplication and
Division. Please keep practising automatic recall
of number facts at home and provide opportunities
for children to make larger/smaller groups by
multiplying and dividing objects.
A friendly reminder that boxes/materials for the
Habitat Diorama need to be brought into school
ASAP so children can begin their diorama project.

GRADE 3
In Writing the students have been busy working
on their Response Writing. We have responded to
our fantastic Professor Bunsen incursion, as well
as the terrific short story ‘Fox’ by Margaret Wild &
Ron Brooks.
In Maths, students are well and truly getting stuck
into Patterns and Algebra. The focuses for the
next 2 weeks are finding patterns, continuing
patterns, using patterns to solve problems and
working
backwards. Keep an eye out for Mathletics tasks
that will support your child’s understanding of
concepts taught in class.
Homework this week is: AR reading, Word Study
and an inquiry task to be discussed and handed
out by your child’s teacher.
Congratulations to the following students who
have received an AR Merit Award this week:
Logan R, Harriet W, Emma Y, Niamh H,
Charlotte C, Kei F, Hannah S, Riley W, Aiden J,
Edric N, Grace L, Zoe M, Evie M, Shalini D,
Grace B, Charlie M, and Tara J.

GRADE 4

GRADE 5/6

Café Focus – Back up and Reread – This strategy
helps us make more sense and gives us a better
understanding of what we are reading.

The Grade 6 students have been working hard to
prepare for Graduation, practising their dance as
well as putting together their Memory Books.

Maths – We are back in our Number Groups this
week with a new topic: Time and Temperature for
most groups. This topic will look at telling the time
to the minute, calculating with time, finding
elapsed time, problem solving with time and
understanding temperature.
Mr. Hendricks’ group will be doing Adding and
Subtracting Fractions.

Just a reminder to return the form and $40 for
Graduation ASAP and to bring in all supplies needed
to complete the Memory Books.

Inquiry – Game of Life – We have been
discussing health messages in the media, looking
at various advertisements and having
conversations about how we might decide whether
to trust what they are saying.
Passion Project – The students have started
presenting their projects to their class and it has
been fantastic to see the variety in our year level,
both in what the students’ passions are and the
different ways they have decided to present them.
Bike ED – Our first week of Bike Ed went very
well. Thank you so much to all the parents that
came and helped. The students really enjoyed
taking part in their first session and look forward to
the remaining ones.
Respectful Relationships – We have started
doing some lessons related to this program. This
program also has links with some of the Resilience
Project lessons.
Our focus at the moment in on Help Seeking. We
have discussed what the students can do if they
have problems that become too big to manage on
their own and, most importantly, having at least 5
people that they trust and feel comfortable going
to for help. You might like to also discuss this with
your children at home.
Homework
Week 5 - Spelling and Reading
Week 6 - Family Customs Activity

Please also notify the class teacher if your child will
NOT attend graduation.
The Grade 5 students have been busy with a
number of activities, including Leadership
preparation as well as some hands on STEAM fun.
Over the last couple of weeks, they have been
building bridges and understanding the importance
of teamwork.
All students have been learning about script writing
as well as having lots of hands on experience (and
fun!) acting out scripts. It has been great to see their
creative writing in action as well as some interesting
and unique acting styles!
This week Maths groups are starting on the new
topic of Patterns & Algebra. Be sure to ask your
child what they’re learning about in their class.
Each child has selected an Alternative Medicine as
part of an at home health project, where they will
need to research the history, benefits and beliefs
about their particular medicine. Please ask your
child about their topic and when it is due!

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE
29th November, 2018
We are seeking donations of clean, good quality
uniform for the Second Hand Uniform Sale to be
held later in the year. Small sizes would be
particularly helpful.
Thank you.

STARS OF THE WEEK
Week Ending 26th October
Nude Food Maddy P.

2M

Congratulations Maddy.

FB

Ruby B.

For working beautifully with her partner during our Maths Problem Solving.

FJ

Charlotte B.

For working hard to re-read her writing and ensure it makes sense.

FM

Ian M.

For his fantastic effort in Writing about his Hero for Literacy Week.

FS

Eden H.

For taking her time and making a big effort to complete tasks to a high standard.

FT

Jude H.

For his excellent engagement and focus during Maths. Super effort Jude.

1A

Michelle C.

For being a principled student as she always shows respectful listening and tries her
very best.

1H

Natasha B.

For always demonstrating resilience when faced with challenges. Fantastic Natasha.

1J

Harriet T.

For demonstrating perseverance and working diligently.

1R

Cam F.

For working cooperatively during our Magic Maths session.

1W

Indy C.

For sharing her amazing animals facts with the class.

2C

Isobel A.
Miller B.

For her positive attitude this week. Keep it up.
For his excellent listening skills and coordination in Stomp this week.

2D

Addison S.

For being resilient and a Kahoot superstar.

2M

Finn McC.

For demonstrating enthusiasm and cooperation during problem solving today.

2S

Maya S.

For her wonderful personality in class.

2T

Mienge S.

For always having such a great attitude to school and learning and always giving
100%.

3J

Mathis P.
Liam G.

For working really hard to create an interesting narrative.
For showing really great leadership with your behaviour in the classroom this week.

3L

Jensen B.

For working hard during class time.

3M

Finn C.

For an excellent attitude to his learning.

3P

Charlie W.

For designing a fabulous and unique logo for your ‘Everyday Hero’.

4B

Ben N.

For making outstanding progress with his AR reading this term.

4E

Ruby M.

For creating fantastic drawings of heroes and cooperating well in her team. Keep it
up.

4H

Harris B.

For being a kind, caring and much loved member of our class.

4U

Coco J.

For her fantastic participation and enthusiasm during our Basketball session.

5/6C

Curtis B.

For his really mature and positive involvement in our Sex Ed. sessions where his
comments and knowledge were excellent.

5/6H

Charlie H.

For a bright and enthusiastic attitude in the classroom.

5/6M

Ava P.

For her outstanding resilience and excellence in completing missed work.

5/6R

Xander S.

For excellent work on his Memory Book.

5/6S

Jayda L.
Maksim J.

For being able to take feedback and respond by showing strong improvement.
For always bringing a positive attitude and working hard in all classroom activities.

5/6T

Reyner B.

For consistently displaying positive energy. Keep it up.

STARS OF THE WEEK
Week Ending 2nd November
Nude Food Eloise B. FM

Congratulations Eloise.

FB

Sullivan W.

For his enthusiasm and participation during our class discussions about marsupials.

FJ

Daniel B-M.

For making excellent contributions to our Inquiry topic “Animals”.

FM

Sophie C.

For her outstanding work creating a whale for our Mammals/Animals topic.

FT

Audrey H.

For her interesting contributions and questions into our Inquiry about Animals.

1H

Zara J.

For showing great cooperation in the classroom by listening to others and helping out
her peers. Fantastic Zara.

1J

Lily S.

For using feedback to make her report on her client event better. Well done.

1R

Kyle K.
Madisson P.

For his fabulous Information Report.
For her outstanding understanding of homophones.

1W

Fin F.

For making a huge effort to be a role model in his learning and listening.

2D

Lucy G.

For consistently working well with others and having an optimistic attitude to
everything she does.

2M

Stella B.

For showing she cares for our environment by putting playground rubbish in the bin.

2S

Koby W.

For showing enthusiasm in all areas of learning.

2T

Riley K.

For all your efforts with Writing. Keep up the fantastic work.

3J

Amelia P.

For not letting your injury get in the way of working hard.

3L

Hannah S.

For such impressive reading both at school and at home.

3P

Dane K.

For demonstrating very good design and problem solving skills to make a marble
maze in Rotations.

4B

Juliana B.

For the creative and informative presentation of her Passion Project so far.

4E

Flynn D.

For always trying his best in all aspects of his schooling. Well done.

4H

Liam McN.

For showing fantastic improvement in his participation in class discussions.

4U

Laia P.

For always being a kind, caring, helpful and respectful student.

5/6C

Jamie M.

For the intelligent comments you have contributed to class discussion recently and her
great writing in her Memory Book.

5/6M

Zen W.

For always being kind, friendly and respectful to his peers and teachers. Well done.

5/6R

Tyson L.

For trying his best both inside and outside the classroom.

5/6S

Jet W.

For your dedication to the band and for working hard in class.

5/6T

Luke B.

For his outstanding commitment to the Art Show.

