Class Teachers

4P Mrs. Michelle Pieters
(Coordinator)

4B Mr Darcy Brown

4D (Term 1) Ms Rosenbrock (Mon &
Tues)

4D (Term 1) Mrs Webster (Wed - Fri)
4MP Mrs Pierce (Mon & Tues)

4MP Miss Muir (Wed - Fri)
4D—Miss Davies

Term 1 Important Dates:

February
Meet and Greets Wed 11th Feb

Gr 4 Swimming 23rd - 27th Feb.

March
House x country—20th March

Super 6 Values

Respect
Responsibility
Resilience
Integrity
Co-operation
Excellence
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A warm welcome back to all Parkdale Primary families! We sincerely hope you
all had a relaxing break and are ready for a productive year ahead in

Grade 4. We thoroughly look forward to meeting the learning needs of all
students and encourage all families to support us in this journey by giving your
child adequate opportunities to develop their independence, organisation and
time management.

SCHOOL TIMES

8.50—9%am | STUDENTS GO TO THEIR CLASS.
9am SCHOOL STARTS

11:30am — 12pm RECESS
1:40pm — 2:40pm LUNCH BREAK
3:30pm SCHOOL FINISHES

Curriculum

The Grade 4 curriculum is covered in Victorian Curriculum Level 4.

All students will be working towards proficiency in all curriculum areas against
these standards and beyond.

English
The Grade 4 English program is made up of Reading, Writing and Speaking and
Listening, and is in accordance with the Victorian Curriculum.

Writing & Grammar

Different text types are taught throughout the year in Grade 4 & often
compliment our units of study eg. Information report writing involves
research and writing about early explorers of Australia which compliments
our History based topic, ‘Into the Unknown’. Students are explicitly taught
the structure and language features of texts such as information reports,
explanation texts, procedures, persuasive texts, narratives, descriptive
writing and poetry. Students are introduced to ‘WAGOLL’ texts (what a good
one looks like) so they have a quality example to study. Modelled writing as a
class, partner writes and individual writing are completed throughout the
year.

Grammar is explicitly taught throughout the year & is linked to specific
language features of certain text types to make it as relevant and authentic as
possible for the students.

Reading
Our Grade 4 reading program focuses on the skills, fluency, vocabulary, and
comprehension which follows on well from what is also covered in Grade 3.

Reading takes place within the classroom each day either as a whole grade,
with a partner or independently. Students read aloud with a ‘buddy’ to
become increasingly faster, smoother, more accurate and expressive readers.
They engage in whole class read-alouds coupled with partner and
independent reading of rich picture story books, non-fiction texts, short reads
and novels, exploring themes, characters and plot development through
classroom discussion and written response activities. New vocabulary is taught
explicitly and students are given opportunities to use new words in various
contexts.



Reading cont.

Texts used in class are chosen based on their ability to grow the knowledge of our students, both from a literary
and a general knowledge perspective. Students are encouraged and supported to ask questions, make predic-
tions, connect old information with new, infer meaning, summarise and interpret vocabulary in order to fully
comprehend what they are reading.

PhOrMeS

Parkdale Primary School will continue to implement the PhOrMeS curriculum from Foundation to Grade
6.PhOrMeS is an acronym for Phonology, Orthography, Morphology and etymology and Semantics.

Word Reading, or decoding, is taught in a sequential manner. Students from Foundation are taught to read short,
simple, phonetically regular words and progress to increasingly more difficult words across their primary school-
ing.

Spelling is best taught side-by-side with word reading/decoding. This is what PhOrMeS does. Students are taught

to spell words with the same target graphemes, spelling rules, morphological concepts or etymological roots they
are learning to read.

Phonology
Early Systematic, Synthetic Phonics:

- Introducing letter-to-sound relationships (codes) in a sequenced manner

- Reading words containing taught codes using blending from left to right.

- Spelling words containing taught codes using segmenting.

- Building from VC & CVC syllable structures, right through to CCCV+ and into multisyllabic words.

Orthography

Reading & Spelling of irregularly spelt words, or ‘Weird Words’'.

- Teaching children to link the letter strings of irregularly spelt words to their linked phonemes.
- Teaching children to retrieve spellings for irregularly spelt words

Reading & Spelling of common ‘irregular patterns’.

Reading & Spelling of commonly misspelt homophones in context.

Morphology & Etymology -

Early introduction of reading words with grammatical morphemes such as -s, -ing, -ed.

Learning and practicing rules/patterns governing orthographic choice in spelling (e.g. oi vs oy)

Year 3-6 focus of reading words with Latin and Greek roots (taught within the concept of morphology and be-
comes an assistant to vocabulary development).

Semantics is the part of language involved with meaning. PhOrMeS aims to
give children foundational knowledge about word meanings which can then be
used to understand spoken and written language to a high level and use ma-
ture vocabulary within writing.




Grade 4 Sport
Students will participate in Grade 4 Sport every Wednesday be-

tween 2.40-3.30pm through a variety of games and sports,

‘PVEFAILED
OVER AND OVE \
AND OVER AGAIN;

IN MY LIFE..: |4
If your child is unable to participate in Sport, please let
THAT’S w H I classroom teachers know in advance. As with all curriculum areas,

we expect students to give their personal best during all sessions.

students will be given the opportunity to build on fundamental skills
taught in PE and also develop a deeper understanding of the rules
' ;'" and tactics of sports they may encounter in upper primary school.

-~ MICHAEL JORDAN

Seesaw

For new families, Seesaw is one of the ways we share what the Grade 4 students are learning at school. Our class-
room Seesaw blogs gives the students a place and opportunity to document their own learning, be creative and
develop the skills necessary to use technology effectively and safely. Each child gets their own journal and class-
room teachers, specialist teachers and the students themselves will add things to it such as photos, videos,
drawings, voice recordings, published writing pieces, end of term 1 & 3 reflections and some assessments. See-
saw will also be used for homework tasks so students will have their own Home Learning login details.

Once you’ve downloaded the Seesaw app and are connected to your child’s classroom Seesaw, you’ll be notified
as soon as a new item is added. All student content is safe and secure. Please contact your child’s teacher if you
need a Parent sign up and login details.

Rotations

Each week, there will be an allocated block of time for the children to work with different Grade 4 teachers.
These sessions aim to build students team work and social skills as well as enable us to cover a broader range of
the curriculum.

Rotation focuses change throughout the year.
Some of the areas that we cover include:

. Geography

- Wellbeing SUCCESS ISNOT AN
. Health ACC'DENT, SUCCESS
. Higher Order Thinking IS A CHO'CE

* STEM Stephen Curry

. Digital Technology - (Students will focus
on cyber safety, word processing/
PowerPoint, formatting, and coding)



Mathematics

Mathematics has three strands: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability.
The children are placed in like ability groups based on their point of need. Essential Assessment will be compre-
hensively used again this year for pre and post assessments as well as My Numeracy tasks. To assist us in deter-
mining these groups, children are pre-tested on each specific concept being covered. This allows for movement
across the groups and enables us to plan lessons that best suit each student’s learning needs. At the end of each
unit, the students complete a post-test to determine learning growth. Students will attend 4 x 70 minute sessions
of Maths each week. On a Friday, students review their maths learning, work on problem solving tasks, complete
any pre or post assessments or a My Numeracy task.

In Grade 4, we strongly encourage regular learning & practice of multiplication facts (times tables up to x10)
each week. More information regarding strategies and useful online and fun websites to assist with this will be
sent via COMPASS early in Term 1.

Semester 1 (Term 1 & 2) Maths concepts covered in Grade 4 are:

Place Value Time

Addition & Subtraction Length, Perimeter & Area
Multiplication & Division 2D shape

Fractions Data

Place Value (decimals)

Semester 2 (Term 3 & 4) Maths concepts covered in Grade 4 are:

Multiplication & Division Angles

Fractions & Decimals Location

3D objects Probability

Data investigation Mass & Capacity

UNITS EVERYWHERE

imgflip:com




Camp: TERM 3 Monday 14th - Wednesday 16h September

This year, we will be attending Forest Edge Camp in Neerim South. The camp is set in a
forest environment. The children will be participating in a range of exciting and challenging activities such as
hut building, flying fox, camp cooking etc.

Camp is a fantastic opportunity for the children to mix and get to know all the children in their year level in a
more relaxed and fun environment, as well as the teachers. It provides challenges and new experiences that
build confidence, resilience, cooperation, team building and
persistence.

Diaries:

Diaries are an effective means of communication between the school and home. Children
will write down homework requirements and any important dates into their diaries and will
be encouraged to keep them in their blue folder, safe in their bags. The diary is there for parents to write in
too —so please feel free to use it.

Children will also use their diaries to record their daily reading (book title & pages read) and parents are
asked to sign it each week. We encourage all students to get into the habit of completing these activities on
a daily basis. Diaries will be checked and signed by the class teacher each week.

History, Science, Civics & Citizenship and Geography

The topics for this year are as follows:

Term 1 — Into the Unknown (History)

Term 2 — Friends or Foes (Biological Science) & Melting Moments (Chemical Science)
Term 3 — May the Best Party Win! (Civics and Citizenship)

Term 4 — Our Island Home & Beyond (Geography)

Absence Notes, Early Leaving and Late Passes

If your child is absent from school for any reason please notify the school via
your COMPASS portal. If your child is late to school or is leaving early, you
must go to the main office to receive a late or early leaver’s pass prior to
collecting or delivering your child to their classroom.

Super Six Values

The Super Six Values will continue to be embedded into our learning culture

throughout the year and will be integrated with the Respectful Relationship
Curriculum .

Homework
In Grade 4, homework allows students to consolidate their understanding of concepts covered within class and
also provide them with an opportunity to develop their organisation, time management and responsibility.

Homework for Grade 4 students during the year will consist of:

- Reading 5x a week (recorded in diary)

- Word Study activity based on a Mentor Text or class novel

- My Numeracy Mathematics task (accessed on Essential Assessment)

- Morphology task
- We also strongly encourage all students to learn & practice their multiplication facts.

Occasionally, students will have a project to work on at home (such as their Passion Project) & this will take
place of other set homework tasks. Many homework tasks are completed on SeeSaw or can be printed to
be completed on paper. Please see our Homework Expectations in your child’s homework book. Neatness
and effort is expected.
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school. Classrooms are open from 8.50am. Our learning begins at
9:00 and students may miss

important instruction time if they are consistently late. Punctuality
also sets good learning behaviours and is an expectation in
working life. Please support us and your child by ensuring that
punctuality is a priority in your daily morning routine. If students
are late, please sign them in at the office prior to arriving at class.
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Photos and social media

Parents are reminded that you are not permitted to take
photographs of other people’s children without explicit permission from that child’s parent. Under no circum-
stances can photos of children other than your own be uploaded to social media or published otherwise.

First Aid Issues

Please remember to inform your child’s teacher A.S.A.P of any medical issues that they may have to enable us
to best care for your child while they are at school. If your child has anaphylaxis, an allergy or asthma
management plan please ensure this is updated and includes a recent colour photo of your child, and handed
in to the school office as soon as possible.

If your child’s medical management plan requires them to have some form of medication at school, e.g. Ep-
iPen, Ventolin, Claratyne or Zyrtec, please ensure this is given to the school office and take note of the expiry
date.

Student Individual Management Plans are required for those students with Anaphylaxis and serious allergies/
medical conditions (excluding Asthma). These plans will be emailed direct to parents with a request that they
are signed and returned to the office.

Teacher Appointments

If you would like to speak to your child’s classroom teach we recommend that you schedule a longer
appointment time so we can address your concerns adequately. This meeting time can be arranged via email
or telephone. Please see the list of the Grade 4 teacher’s email addresses on page 7.

Our staff meeting is on Monday afternoon and Grade 4 team meeting is held on a Wednesday afternoon with
staff briefings on Monday and Wednesday mornings.

If there is an urgent matter that arises during the day, please contact the office as they will notify the class-
room teacher. Emails during the day may not be read or responded to eg. After school arrangements, pick
ups etc. as the teachers will be teaching, in meetings or on yard duty.



The Grade 4 Team feel extremely fortunate to be able to get to know your children
and look forward to supporting them in their learning journey this year.

4P Mrs. Michelle Pieters (coordinator) Michelle.Pieters@education.vic.gov.au
4B Mr. Darcy Brown Darcy.Brown@education.vic.gov.au

4D (Term 1) Ms Rosenbrock (Monday & Tuesday) Megan.Rosenbrock@education.vic.gov.au
4D (Term 1) Mrs Webster (Wednesday- Friday) Tobi.Webster@education.vic.gov.au

4MP Mrs Pierce (Monday & Tuesday) Sophie.Pierce@education.vic.gov.au
4MP Miss Muir (Wednesday-Friday) Aisling.Muir@education.vic.gov.au

4D Miss Perri Davies Perri.Davies@education.vic.gov.au

SPECIALISTS

JAPANESE:

Grade 4 students will extend their language skills in reading and writing hiragana as well as
some kanji characters. By the end of Grade 4, all basic systems will be introduced to the stu-
dents. They will practise writing sentences and further develop their reading skills with correct
pronunciation and fluency. They will create a short story utilising their language skills on an iPad
and experience sharing it with peers.

SPORT:

Health and Physical Education each week consists of one 50 minute P.E. lesson. P.E. lessons will focus on improv-
ing children’s fundamental motor skills and fitness level. In addition, there is a 50 minute Grade 4 Sport session
that focuses on team games and sportsmanship. Please ensure your child has appropriate footwear, a hat and
drink bottle on sport days.




PERFORMING ARTS:

In Grade 4, students participate in weekly 50 minute lessons incorporating music, drama and dance. Each area
of Performing Arts has a separate learning focus.

In Music, Year 4 students continue to learn to play the recorder and begin learning to play the keyboard. They
continue to learn to sing songs in tune, view the playing of a range of instruments and recognise instrument
sounds through listening to musical pieces. .

In Drama, students develop their ability to create characters using expressive skills such as movement, ges-
ture, facial expression and voice. They develop mimes and plays in collaborative peer groups and explore
stagecraft such as costume and set in order to perform for an audience.

In Dance, the focus is on experiencing and learning a range

of specific cultural dances, in addition to creating dance ;I \-
choreography with their peers to selected songs. . A f‘\
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ART:

Grade 4 students will attend a weekly session in our specialised Art room.
Students will design and create art inspired by artworks they experience during class. They will use materials,
visual conventions, techniques and processes as their inspiration to express their ideas in their work. These
activities throughout the year will incorporate exploring the various Art areas (Drawing, painting, printing,
modelling, collage, construction, threads and textiles) and elements (Line, shape, form, colour, value, texture
and space). Students will work towards becoming more confident in discussing how artists

express ideas and use materials, techniques and visual conventions from a range of places, < y

times and cultures. We will discuss and evaluate the art making processes, materials and
techniques they use to express their ideas.

WELLBEING & DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY:

In Grade 4, each week consists of one 50 minute Wellbeing and Digital Technology lesson. The first 5 weeks of
term will focus on Wellbeing with the second 5 weeks focussing on Digital Technologies.

In Wellbeing we will focus on learning how to communicate and collaborate as a team, recognise emotions,
resolve conflict, learn about positive strategies surrounding mental health, being able to soothe our emotions
as well as learning strategies to deal with bullying.

In Digital Technology, students will be taught how to use iPad’s safely, being cybersafe about what is appropri-
ate to post and what isn’t as well as learning about new processing programs and coding applications.

Students will work towards becoming resilient, happy, kind and digitally safe for the
coming years.



