
Thursday 19th March, 2020 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL   
 

 

Covid-19 Update  
We wish to assure all members of our community that we continue to follow the  
advice of the Department of Education and Training (DET) who continues to work 
closely with the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to plan for and 
respond to any impact COVID-19 may have on our school.  The staff have worked 
on contingency plans and we are well prepared to transition to remote learning.  

 

STEM Week  
This week the whole school has focused on STEM.  On Tuesday the school      
participated in a variety of Science and Technology activities. Wednesday the   
children dressed to celebrate STEM week.  It was great to see how much the kids 
(and teachers) were engaged and having fun during the activities.  
 

Child Safe Standards   
Parkdale PS is committed to the safety and wellbeing of every child.  Child safety is 
a  part of our Wellbeing programs and it is embedded in our organisational  
culture.  Child safety is a regular agenda item at staff meetings and School Council 
meetings.  The following Policies are available on our school website: Child Safety, 
Child Safety Code of Conduct and Child Safety Reporting Obligations. 
 

Extra Teaching Support 
Over the past few years we have continued to provide extra support across the 
school.  We have a range of teachers and support staff working across all year levels 
to support and extend a number of students in both Literacy and Numeracy. The  
extra staff have allowed us to create extra Maths groups in Foundation, Grade 1, 2, 3 
and 5/6. Many students will access these groups throughout various times in the 
year.  
 

Progressive Reports 

Progressive Reports will be available via Compass from Monday 23rd March. 
 

Healthy Body, Healthy Mind ‘Athon’ - POSTPONED 

We have made the decision to postpone Our Healthy Body, Healthy Mind fundraiser. 
 

Assembly - Modified  
Assembly on Friday 20th will be a closed Assembly and will only include Grade 3 - 6 
students and the parents of children who are receiving their SRC badges.  In the 
case of rain the Assembly will be cancelled as this cannot be held inside. 
There will be no Assembly on Friday 27th March.  
 

 

 

 

MARCH 

  
Term 1 Ends 

Friday 27th March 

2.30pm Finish 

 

 

 

APRIL 

 

Tuesday 14th 

Term 2 Begins 

 

(Monday 13th is  
Easter Monday 
Public Holiday) 

 

 

 

MAY 

 

Friday 22nd 

Curriculum Day 

  

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 



 

From The Principal ……. Cont’d 

 

 

Annual Report 2019 

School Council endorsed the 2019 Annual Report on Monday.   
 

Parkdale Primary School has performed well above the state medians in Victorian Curriculum teacher 
judgements and NAPLAN in the areas of English and Mathematics.  In 2019, we completed our first year 
of online NAPLAN assessments.  These assessments are semi adaptive and structured differently to all  
previous paper-based testing.  Students in Year 3 have been assessed in the top 20% of the State in 
Reading and Numeracy and ‘Above’ similar schools.  Students in Year 5 have been assessed well ahead 
of the State median score in Reading and Numeracy.  Our Student Growth levels for 2019 in NAPLAN 
Learning Gain from (Year 3 – Year 5) of Medium to High growth were: Reading 80%, Numeracy 72% and 
Writing 87%. 
The school fosters an awareness of these key areas of Maths and English through a whole school        
approach to Reading and Numeracy programs.  
 

The School Attendance Data sits above the State median levels for government schools and in the top 
20% of the state.  All year levels have attendance rates at over 90% for the year 2019.  
 

Parkdale Primary School provides a positive environment for teaching and learning allowing students to 
feel valued and connected within the school setting.  Our curriculum engages all students by recognising 
and responding to their diverse learning needs.  Effective teaching, inclusive curriculum and respectful   
relationships between staff and students is promoted through the school. Student engagement is          
developed through the utilisation of various digital technologies and science and technology.  
The Attitudes to School Survey (Gr 4 - Gr 6) indicates the following positive responses: Stimulated  
Learning 84%, Motivation and Interest 84% and Self Regulation and Goal Setting 90%. 
Parkdale Primary also provides a depth of extra-curricular activities and leadership opportunities for the 
students. 
 

Our central aim is for each child to grow and develop as an individual with a strong sense of self-worth, 
self-confidence and respect for self and others in the school community.  We support our students in the 
development of their social and emotional wellbeing through a collaborative approach.  The school has 
continued its partnership with the Resilience Project and this is incorporated into our curriculum. 
Class wellbeing activities and programs also target specific social and emotional skills.  The Attitudes to 
School Survey (Gr 4 - Gr 6) indicates the following positive responses: School Connectedness 87%,     
Student Voice and Agency 75%, Sense of Inclusion 91%, Advocate at School 88%, Managing Bullying 
86% and Respect for Diversity 88%. The Managing Bullying factor was compared positively 'Above' in  
direct comparison to similar schools. 
 

Our key areas we will be focussing on this year are to further build teacher knowledge and skills in the  
areas of MSL/OG, Numeracy, Student Voice and Agency.  The wellbeing team will be looking at student 
wellbeing and engagement.  
 

Planned works over the holidays 

Painting - Grade 2 building 

Painting - Toilets in the Gym 

The gym floor (sanding, gloss coating, new lines). 
 

 

 

Leanne Bradney 
Principal 



 



 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!   
 

FOUNDATION 

Our letter focus this week in Foundation has been 
the letter ‘Nn’.  We have been busy using our 
learnt letters; s,a,t,p,i,n to help us sound out and 
spell lots of CVC (consonant vowel consonant) 
words.  
 

Now that students have been explicitly taught 
these 6 sounds, they will all be taking home  
decodable readers, instead of pink books.  This 
week we will also begin sending home Sound 
Packs.  Unfortunately our sound pack Information 
Afternoon has had to be cancelled but a short  
video will be posted to your child’s Seesaw this 
week to help explain how they can be used at 
home.   
 

Please ensure Sound Packs come to school each 
day in reader folders as we use them in class and 
will continue to add to them as new sounds are 
taught. 
 

This week we have also spent time talking with 
the children about germs, showing them how 
quickly they spread but most importantly how  
easily they can be removed by a good hand wash! 
If you could assist with this at home it would be 
greatly appreciated.  
 

With the holidays approaching we will also be 
sending home some holiday activities and revision 
suggestions so please look out for these in reader 
folders next week! 
 

 

GRADE 1 

What a busy term!  We are entering our last week 
of Term 1 and are very proud of our Grade 1  
students.  
 

This week we have been focusing on building our 
Comprehension by making predictions before, 
during and after reading the story.  We encourage 
you to ask your children to make predictions about 
the story when you are reading at home too!  
 

We have also been reviewing the digraph ”ch”. 
Keep an eye out for it in your sound packs this 
week.   
 

We had a wonderful time doing some STEM  
challenges in our classrooms and around the 
school on Tuesday, our costumes on Wednesday 
looked fantastic too!  
 

Thank you again for your ongoing support, we  
really appreciate it.  We hope you have a lovely 
holiday! 
 

 

 

GRADE 2 

This term has flown by! Can you believe we are 
almost at the end of Term 1? 

 

During Daily Three reading our CAFE focuses 
have been to find out the meaning of unknown 
words, and to skip the word and come back to it 
(only after you have attempted initial decoding 
strategies beforehand).  Thankyou for continuing 
to look after our take home readers, practising Red 
Flag Words, and bringing the blue reader bag  
everyday. 
 

We are continuing to look at the structure of a  
Narrative.  Whether it be the ways we begin a  
story, how we build tension throughout the middle 
or thinking of exciting endings.  We also loved  
writing all about our fantastic excursion to Como 
House and Gardens.  
 

As Term 1 comes to a close we are looking  
forward to finishing off Addition.  We encourage 
the use of Mathletics or any maths games at 
home.  
 

Next week we are having our Grade 2 dress up 
day on the 26th March.  Come dressed as a child 
from the olden days and discover what it was like 
for students and teachers in the school day.  
 

 

GRADE 3 

We have had a very busy couple of weeks and are 
now settling back into our normal routines after a 
fantastic two weeks of swimming! 
 

Reading – Students are enjoying completing 
online A.R. quizzes and are working hard to try to 
reach their term 1 target. Please ensure your child 
is writing their reading in their diary each day.  
 

Spelling – Our spelling rule this week is the ai / ay 
sound.  We learnt that ‘ai’ goes at the start or  
middle of a word (E.g. aim, grain) and ‘ay’ goes at 
the end of a word (E.g. stray, pay).  
 

Writing – This week, students are starting  
Persuasive writing. We have looked at lots of  
examples and focused on convincing language 
and strong starts to try to persuade our audience. 
 

Maths – This week we start our new topic –  
Subtraction! The concepts we will be covering in 
class are: 

• Identify the missing part 

• Using addition to 20 to subtract 

• Subtracting tens 

• Subtracting on a hundred chart. 
 

Please continue to encourage your child to learn 
and revise their Times Tables and recall of basic 
number facts. It is imperative students have this 
knowledge to assist them with the teaching and 
learning of all our topics and concepts. 
 

 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  …  cont’d 

 

GRADE 3   ….    Cont’d 

Inquiry / STEM - Students are learning about  
different types of energy sources, in particular  
solar and wind.  They made fantastic solar ovens 
in STEM and cooked S’mores using solar energy 
from the sun – they were delicious! 
 

A.R. Awards – Peter N, Lulu B, Cam F, Callan D, 
Lyla H, Kacy H, Zoe S, Indy C, Zoe H, Josie S, 
Phillip N, Natasha B, Katie A, Taylor C, Harry B, 
Owen R, Freya L and Eliza A. 
 

 

GRADE 4 

Once again the term has flown by. We have had  
a great start to the year and the Grade 4 students 
have settled very well into their new classes,  
expectations and getting to know their new  
teachers and class mates. 
 

Writing – We have been working on writing a  
persuasive piece with greater focus on each  
element within the structure, as well as  
incorporating DAFOREST and many other  
persuasive writing techniques.  
 

Inquiry – The students have been busy  
collaborating within their political party teams  
constructing persuasive speeches as the party 
leader, education minister and local minister for 
the upcoming election in each grade.  They have 
been focusing on ensuring their speeches capture 
their voters’ attention, including DAFOREST  
techniques and persuasive phrases. 
 

Mathematics - We have commenced our new 
topic of Addition Concepts and Strategies.  This 
topic includes strategies such as partitioning (split 
strategy) and bridging to ten to develop quicker 
mental maths addition.  Addition also involves  
understanding the value of numbers in the correct 
columns (place value) and using things such as 
rounding to estimate, using basic number facts 
such as tens facts to add bigger numbers, as well 
as vertical addition with regrouping and worded 
problem solving. 
 

Week 8: 
Reading - Minimum of 5 days per week written in 
their diary with the title of the book and the pages 
read.  Please sign your child’s diary every week. 
Spelling – Practise spelling words and definitions. 
Students are tested in class each Friday. 
Soundwaves – Unit 13 ’ai’ ‘ay’ sound. Students 
are to complete pages 30 and 31. 
 

Week 9: 
Reading - Minimum of 5 days per week written in 
their diary with the title of the book and the pages 
read.  Please sign your child’s diary every week. 
Spelling – Practise spelling words and definitions. 
Students are tested in class each Friday. 
Soundwaves – Unit 23 ’ir’, ‘ur’, ‘or’, ‘er’ sound. 
Students are to complete pages 50 and 51. 

 

GRADE 5/6 

This week has been action packed in Grade 5/6! 
We have continued to develop Narratives in writing 
where students are being encouraged to  
incorporate figurative language into their stories.  
 

We are seeing some exciting stories taking shape. 
We are still encouraging the kids to read wherever 
possible and we have been practising  
understanding contextual clues.  
 

Maths sees us take a dive into Angles and 
Shapes, where students are investigating a range 
of activities to enhance their mathematical 
knowledge.  
 

The 5/6s are coming towards the end of their  
Inquiry project on the Planets and we have been 
very impressed with the content and design of 
these.  
 

Finally, we are so proud of the students and the 
way they competed at Gala Day last week.  They 
represented Parkdale well and showed all the 
great qualities we know our kids possess.  

 

  

 

 

 



 

00G Charley L. For being responsible in the classroom and always trying her best. 

00J Lola E. For super focus on all tasks and her lovely nature with others. 

00N Josie N. For having lovely manners. 

00S Michael G. For always displaying an excellent attitude to school. 

00T Oscar J. For trying hard to write his name correctly and for improved focus on tasks.  Well done 
Oscar. 

01A Oliver K. For being a responsible, enthusias�c and reliable classroom monitor. 

01B Henry G. For always giving work tasks a go with a friendly and positive attitude. 

01M Maggie R. For always showing kindness and respect to others. 

01P Blake O. For outstanding work in Maths.  Always trying hard.  Keep up the great work Blake. 

01R Zevee W. For experimenting with exciting vocabulary in her weekend recount.  Keep it up. 

02D Samuel N. For his terrific writing piece using the 5th sense. 

02G Lucas H. For always working hard to challenge yourself.  Well done Lucas. 

02M Eden K. For including some terrific descriptive language in her excursion recount. 

02N Georgia C. For excellent use of adjectives in her recount. 

03F Lucy P. For her dedication to the AR program. 

03G Freya L. For her awesome sizzling start about a nervous bank robber. 

03P Zoe S. For preparing and presenting a well delivered and entertaining SRC speech.  Top job. 

03R Lyra M. For always being up for a challenge, trying her best and being a friend to all. 

04B Jessica McL. For demonstrating a positive attitude towards all areas of the curriculum and always 
showing respect. 

04E Sara L. For demonstrating an excellent work ethic, a positive attitude and always being ready 
to learn. 

04H Lottie M-W. For showing great initiative and honesty. 

04T Abigail H. For always using manners and being polite to those around her. 

04U Zach M. For his highly consistent efforts with his home reading and recording in his diary. 

5/6B Zac W. For going out of his comfort zone and trying hew things. 

5/6C Amelia P. For being a respectful student always trying her best. 

5/6H Emily M. For her positive and bright attitude in and out of the classroom. 

5/6J Sienna S. For being an attentive learner and taking on feedback to improve. 

5/6R Harry W. For an outstanding effort participating in the swimming team. 

5/6S Charlie M-B. For outstanding effort in all areas. 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

Friday 6th March, 2020 



 

00G Lily McC. For being a kind friend and trying her very best in all that we do. 

00J Grace R. For a fantastic effort with her sounding out while reading. 

00N Sally N-G. For being a great friend. 

00S Sammie H. For her wonderful weekend recount. 

00T Charlie J. For his amazing concentration and effort with writing tasks this week. 

01A Lara P. For her wonderful effort and enthusiasm in learning about “Friends of Ten” in Maths. 

01B Jacob F. For always contributing to class discussions, helping around the classroom and being 
a great whole-body listener. 

01M Bonnie McK. For working hard to produce your best work during Writing.  Keep it up. 

01P Grace R. For participating in class discussion, putting forward well thought out ideas.  Well 
done. 

01R Penny V. For displaying excellent initiative and persistence with her sentence work.  Well done. 

02D Eva T. For her terrific sizzling start in her writing. 

02G Josh Y. For your enthusiasm in everything you achieve in class.  Well done Josh. 

02M Daniel B-M. For demonstrating good focus, a positive attitude and a willingness to challenge  
himself with CARS tasks. 

02N Jake D. For always being a cooperative and helpful student.  Well done Jake. 

02P Harrison S. For showing resilience when things don’t go your way. 

03F Sienna S. For outstanding Narrative writing. 

03G Lily S. For the great first up Narrative on the topic ‘The Big Mistake’. 

03P Zedrin R. For taking on feedback and following your mission goals for Writing. 

03R Jacob G-J. For being curious to learn and trying his best at all times. 

04B Krish D. For consistently working to the best of his ability and his outstanding behaviour in the 
classroom and yard. 

04E Lexi J. For consistently displaying a positive and energetic attitude towards all aspects of her 
learning. 

04H Shivani K. For being a diligent and hardworking student. 

04T Jonah A. For always cooperating and working well with any other student. 

04U Callum P. For always giving everything a go and trying his best in all he does. 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

 Friday 13th March, 2020 



 



 

2020/2021 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

 

Would you like to purchase an Digital Entertainment Book early to 
receive extra membership months (and a gift with your purchase).  
 

You would also be supporting Parkdale Primary School. 
 

Check out the new 12 month digital memberships at our payment 
page here https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/186b788 

 

Only digital copies are available - hard copies have been  
discontinued. 

HOME WANTED  -  PET GUINEA PIGS 

Please help me find a home for some gorgeous baby guinea pigs.  
 

Blossom has 5 babies born 7th February 
Lulu also has 5 babies born 12th February 
 

We really want them to go to good families, and would rather let go in at least pairs as 
they need company.  
 

Please contact Chloe If you can help - 0404122151. 


