
Thursday 12th November, 2020 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL   
 

School Review 

We had our final Review Day on Tuesday.  This day involved setting our goals and targets for 

the next 4 years.  These goals encompass achievement focusing on Reading and Numeracy, 

Engagement (Student Voice) and Wellbeing. The review process has allowed us to celebrate 

all we have achieved and has provided us with the opportunity to move forward with new 

directions and goals.  The staff are excited about 2021 focusing on curriculum, assessment, 

student voice and  wellbeing.  

 

School Photos 

School photos took place today, instructions for how to order these online have been sent 

home and are also available on COMPASS. 

 

Booklists 2021 

We have elected to source booklists through Campion for 2021, information  regarding this 

will be sent home via Compass on Monday. 

 

Kingston Writing Competition 

Congratulations to Lola H. and Sophia E. both of whom won prizes in the Kingston Library 

Writing Competition.  Well done girls a great achievement.  

 

Responsible Dog Ownership 

It is great to see our four legged furry friends walking to and from school,  

however, we ask parents to make sure they are carrying dog bags in order to clean up after 

their pets.  

 

Naidoc Week 8th– 15th Nov 

Grades across the school celebrated Naidoc week completing various literacy activities.  This 

years’ theme is Always Was, Always Will Be. 

 

Remembrance Day 

We remember all Australians who have served our country. Due to COVID times our school 

captains recorded a video to acknowledge Remembrance Day, which was then streamed to 

each classroom.  ‘Lest We Forget’. 

 

 

 

November 
 

Monday 16th  
Curriculum Day 

 
School Council 

via Webex at 6.00pm  
 

December  
 

Monday 7th  
Grade 6 Graduation 

 
Term 4 Ends 

Wednesday 16th  
 

Thursday 17th & 
Friday 18th  

Curriculum Days 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 



 From The Principal ……. Cont’d 
 

Monday 16th November 

Report Writing Day on Monday 16th November and Kinder Transition for 2021 Foundation  

Students.  
 
Grade 6 Graduation 

The Grade 6 students have been busy completing their Memory books reflecting on their 7 years 

of   Primary school.  As Graduation will look different this year, the students have been planning 

their  Graduation Day. It has been a great process for the kids as they have committees              

responsible for  organising decorations and activities for the day.   
 
School Year 2021 

Thank you to the families that have notified us that they will not be attending PPS in 2021.  If your 

child will not be attending PPS in 2021 could you please let the school office know ASAP as this 

will assist with planning for next year.  
 
Allocation of 2021 Classes 

When developing individual classes each year, teachers consider a number of factors including 

academic ability, social competencies, gender, students who work well together, those who may 

not work well together and friendship groupings. Whist the students are consulted about current 

friendships, it is only one of the criteria considered because building new relationships is also part 

of our education process and an important skill for students to develop. 
 
The placement of students is a complex process where teachers put great thought into their  

planning. They discuss, reflect and review their decisions over a period of time. 
 
On occasions parent perspective can also add information to support this process. If you have any 

valuable information regarding class placement for your child for 2021, that is above and beyond 

what the classroom teacher and leadership team already know of your child, you may make a 

written request for consideration. 
 
Any parent request must be in writing to Leanne Bradney or Tracy Richards no later than  

Friday 20th  November 2020. Information will only be considered if in writing and received by the 

due date. Requests will not be considered after this date. 
 
Naming a specific teacher or nominating other students will not be considered.   
 
If parents have written requests in previous years, we do not retain these as students’ needs 

change from year to year. If the consideration from a previous year is still important, a new letter 

should be written. 
 
There may often be a reason why your request is not granted. It is therefore important not to  

indicate to your child that you have made a request as this may lead to unnecessary                       

disappointment.  
 
I encourage you to trust our school’s judgement and value our teachers as professionals, as the 
welfare of every child in our school is our prime consideration.  
 

Leanne Bradney 
Principal 



 Values Awards 
Week beginning: October 12th, 2020 

Grade For Name 

Foundation For consistently demonstrating our School Value of 
Respect by being a considerate friend to all of her 
peers. 

Scarlett F. 

 1 For striving for Excellence in and out of the  
classroom whilst always maintaining a positive   
attitude and a smile on his face.  

Hamish F. 

2 For consistently showing his teachers and peers 
Respect by always listening, being kind and         
encouraging others.  

Lachlan B. 

3 For making the most of all learning opportunities 
and striving for success.  

Lyra M. 

4 Resilience: For consistently working through    
challenges with determination, a growth mindset 
and a positive attitude.  

Maya S. 

5 Cooperation: For her outstanding cooperation skills 
during Grade 5 activities.  

Tayla P. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 Values Awards 
Week beginning: 2nd November, 2020 

Grade For Name 

Foundation For always showing such respect to her teachers 
and peers, and being such a wonderful role model 
to all Foundation students.  

Milly B. 

 1 For consistently displaying responsibility through 
her organisation and readiness to learn, and being 
a reliable classroom  helper.  

Angela H. 

2 For being a responsible and enthusiastic student 
who maximizes learning opportunities through    
active participation.  

Sichen B. 

3 For demonstrating persistence, even when things 
are difficult.  

Lachie S.  

4 For always being well mannered and setting a  
positive example of behaviour for other students.  

Jonah A. 

5 For always being well mannered and setting a  
positive example of behaviour for other students.  

Lorissa G. 

6 For demonstrating integrity in everything he does, 
and for being a fantastic role model for his peers.  

Joe G-J 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!   
FOUNDATION 
This week in Foundation we have continued to revise 
digraphs (sh, th, ch, wh and ph). To help your child 
with this at home we recommend practising the sound 
pack each night. You could also assist them by    
searching for digraphs in their readers, encouraging 
them to write digraphs as they hear them in words 
and practise spelling simple words such as ship, with, 
chomp, phone and whale.  
In classroom reading sessions we have been working 
on building fluency skills is a developing skill that can 
take time and practise. Fluency is the ‘bridge towards 
comprehension’. We want our students to read at  
appropriate pace, but also to stop and think, to     
question, and to self-correct when comprehension 
breaks down. Fluency includes phrasing, automaticity, 
using punctuation and expression. Some strategies to 
assist your child in helping their developing fluency 
include: 

 Using the Sound Pack daily 

 Repeat reading of their Readers (please colour a 
face in for each complete read) 

 Modelling a sentence aloud, and  have your child 
repeat it 

 Reading familiar stories to your child and take 
turns reading certain parts 
Having your child listen to you read aloud                  
e.g. at  bedtime 
You will find some additional information at  
https://fivefromfive.com.au/fluency 
Over the next few weeks the Foundation students will 
be revisiting Place Value and Number in their Maths 
groups. During these weeks we will be consolidating 
our knowledge of tens and ones, by reading, writing, 
modelling and comparing larger numbers. We will also 
be beginning a unit on Statistics and Probability in 
classrooms.  

GRADE 1 
We can’t believe it is the end of Week 6 already! Over 
the last two weeks we have been continuing to       
develop our understanding of Narratives in writing. 
We have developed characters, settings, problems and 
solutions and had a go at writing our first narrative 
independently. We have continued our                   
Comprehension focus in reading, looking at developing 
our ability to make inferences. We also finished up our 
last week of Fractions in Maths this week, where we 
looked at halves of objects and collections, as well as 
quarters. Next week will start our new topic of   
Grouping and Sharing. This week was also NAIDOC 
week, which ties in perfectly with our Inquiry unit on 
‘Australia’. Mrs Pyke shared her stories and              
experiences living up in the Northern Territory and 
helped us to understand some Aboriginal perspectives. 
We read a number of Dreamtime stories last week as 
well. 

GRADE 2 
During our Daily 3 reading we are looking at the CAFE 
focus of finding facts and opinions within the text. Fun 
fact: Reading helps all aspects of literacy- from spelling 
to writing! In my opinion, reading is the best! Make 
sure you read out loud every night at home!  
For writing, we are rediscovering how to write          
excellent and interesting recounts. We are looking at 
examples of great recounts that include sizzling starts, 
time connectives, interesting word choice, paragraphs 
and thoughts and feelings at the end. 
In our Maths classes we are finishing our topic of   
Making and Sharing Groups (Multiplication and         
division) and heading into Money. We encourage any 
additional number practise such as skip counting, card 
games, Mathletics as it will continue to build their skills 
and understanding.  
For Inquiry we are enjoying coming up with ways in 
which we can save water and we will soon be           
convincing you all how much we need to save water as 
we learn more about our precious resources that we 
have here on Earth!  
All students would have brought home their ‘water 
usage log’ and we are looking forward to having a    
discussion about where we use water at home and 
ways in which we can reduce this. The garden at school 
also is loving the extra attention we are giving it - 
Thanks Grade 2’s! 
As we have a busy term coming up we encourage you 
to continue to check the newsletter and Compass for 
any information you may need.  
 

GRADE 3 
We are at the halfway mark through Term 4 and the 
students are well into the routine of being back in the 
classroom. Here is a brief overview of what we have 
covered this past fortnight; 
  

Reading  

This fortnight, students have started to revise the     
concept of 'Comparing and Contrasting' and              
consolidated how we can ask questions before, during, 
and after reading to increase our understanding of a 
text. We have continued to link our texts to our inquiry 
topic of Amazing Australia and focussed primarily on 
non-fiction texts and the life cycles of a range of       
animals. The students have also been participating in 
small group and individual reading conferences to set 
their individual reading goals. 
   
Writing  

In Writing, we have been using our best persuasive  
arguments to create exposition (persuasive) texts. The 
students have linked their knowledge of narrative 
writing to create engaging openers for their writing 
pieces and practised strategies such as starting 'in the 
action', the use of a rhetorical question, and              
onomatopoeia to create a bold beginning.    

 
 

https://fivefromfive.com.au/fluency


 

WHAT’S HAPPENING  …  cont’d 
 

Maths  

For Maths, we have just completed the topic of 
pattern and algebra. In order to complete this unit, 
students needed to apply their knowledge of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division to a number 
sequence and work out the missing numbers. This is a 
start to algebraic thinking that students will use in the 
future to solve problems for a missing value. 
  

Inquiry  

Our Grade 3 classes were extremely lucky to             
participate in a virtual excursion to the Moonlit     
Sanctuary. The students got to take a virtual tour of 
the sanctuary and look at the native Australian animals 
that the park has to offer. We met and learned about 
animals such as wombats, Tasmanian Devils, and a 
wide range of reptiles and birds. We then had a        
WebEx question and answer session with May, one of 
our tour guides, where we could find out more        
information relating to the park. A big thank you to 
Mrs. Pieters for arranging the virtual tour! 
 

GRADE 4 
It has been another busy few weeks in the Grade 4 
classrooms as we reach over the halfway mark of Term 
4.   
Reading Comprehension:  We have been looking into 
the comprehension strategy of summarising. The     
students have been practising note taking and        
identifying the main idea and key details of a text in 
order to form a summary. We are now exploring the 
Cause and Effect strategy, by identifying the             
relationship between cause and effect events, and its 
impact.  
  
Writing: The students have finished up the persuasive 
writing genre with a ‘hot write’ on the topic ‘Children 
need to reduce their amount of screen time.’ The 
grade 4 teachers were very impressed with the        
students understanding and application of structure, 
persuasive arguments and DAFOREST techniques. 
Next, we will be moving onto revising the narrative 
writing genre.  
 
Mathematics: We are continuing to work on the     
concept Fractions and Decimals in our math groups as 
well as problem solving sessions which focus on a    
variety of mathematical skills and concepts within our 
class groups.  
 
Inquiry: The students have been identifying ways to 
promote a healthy lifestyle. Eating balanced meals, 
partaking in 60 minutes of physical activity, and       
incorporating daily mindfulness were some of the    
student’s top tips to nourish both our bodies and 
minds!  

 
 
Wellbeing: We explored situations which cause stress, 
completed a mindful outdoors lesson through the    
Resilience Project, and participated in another fun ‘Play 
is the Way’ game ‘Piccadilly Circus’ which required the 
students to be honest, communicate and work as a 
cohesive unit.  
 

GRADE 5/6 
 
This week has been a big week in Grade 5/6. 
 
We have begun our script writing in Literacy where  
students are designing their own scripts which will 
eventually be made into a movie. Keep your eyes 
peeled on Seesaw for those! 
 
Maths, we have continued our work around Patterns 
and Algebra. Any work you can do at home will be  
beneficial.  
 
We have continued our Memory books for Grade 6’s 
and our Grade 5’s are about to begin writing their 
Leadership speeches for 2021.  
 
Lots of exciting things ahead! 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 



 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
 

Friday 30th October, 2020 

00G Ollie W.  

00J Lola E. For her magnificent effort and amazing spelling in all writing tasks!  

00N Anna C. For being very responsible with her belongings . 

00S Hugo S. For being an absolute superstar, who always tries his best in all areas of his learning!  

00T Jacqueline B. For the amazing effort and detail you put into turning your recycled box into a mammal. 
You are so creative!  

01A Jake H. For your superb effort creating a character and writing a detailed character description.  

01B Clementine  S. For your persistence when completing your character description this week. I love your creativity  
Clemmie!  

01M Jack McW. For the fantastic effort you put into your writing this week. Well done, Jack!  

01P Eliza O. For always contributing to class discussions and putting in her best effort at all times.  

01R Austin P. For displaying excellent listening skills and a great attitude since being back at school.  
Keep it up Austin!  

02D Ada W. For making a conscious effort to raise her hand and make valuable contributions to class discussions. 

02G Evie S. For showing pride in her work and always trying her best.  

02M Nicole Z. For your regular participation in class discussions this term. Great to see and hear!  

02N Jesse M. For working hard and persisting to complete all set work this week. Well done Jesse. 

02P Billie S. 
Kade C. 

For your consistent positive attitude and willingness to help others! Keep dancing!  
For your hard work and persistence in writing tasks.  

03F Chanel S. For an amazing first week at Parkdale Primary School. You are an asset to 3F.  

03G Conor C. For displaying great individual work habits and for your awesome attitude. Well Done!  

03P Michelle C. For completing well written explanation texts that included relevant information that was engaging to 
read.  

03R Isabelle M. For sharing her ideas during class discussions, writing a fantastic narrative and trying hard to write in 
her neatest writing at all times.  

04B Mitchell F.  For his excellent behaviour in the classroom and consistently producing work of a good standard.  

04E Arian F. For being a dedicated learner who shows consistency in his effort to complete tasks to the best of his 
ability.  

04H Alyssa N. For being a kind and caring student who supports her peers.  

04T Mia F. For her dedicated work ethic in class and being a happy, positive student all the time!  

04U Tessa L. For her wonderful participation and contributions to all class activities.  

5/6B Scarlet C. For her willingness to participate and share her ideas in class discussions.  

5/6C Grace B. For always being kind, respectful, honest and trying her best in all learning areas.  

5/6G Sunny T. For his wonderful witty sense of humour and kindness to all his classmates.  

5/6H Byron M. For coming to school with a positive attitude and trying your best in all tasks! Well done!  

5/6J Hazel P. For consistently striving to achieve your best, working well with others and being a great class mate.  

5/6R Rhys L. For showing determination and standing up for what he believes in!  

5/6S Aisha A. 
Harris B. 

For always trying her best in class with all her work. 
For always trying his best to make other's smile in class.  



 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
 

Friday 6th November, 2020 

00G Jye M. For showing such beautiful listening, always being so engaged in his learning and contributing to class 
discussions.  

00J Wyatt S. For having such a caring and helpful manner, and being such a lovely role model!  

00N Finton G. For playing nicely with his friends at lunch time.  

00S Eric L. For approaching all aspects of school with a wonderful attitude and a smile. You have been a perfect 
addition to our class.  

00T Zoe v. D.D For an amazing effort with reading and writing her Red Flag words. Well done!  

01A Maeve D. For your excellent job using adjectives to set the scene in your narrative writing this week!  

01B Jacob F. For working cooperatively with his classmates to complete group tasks. I love your enthusiasm Jacob!  

01M Abby P. For the wonderful effort you put into your narrative writing this week. Well done, Abby!  

01P Jensen A. For always having such a positive impact on our class. You do this by sharing your ideas, insights and 
humour.  

01R Luka F. For his excellent listening skills and contributions to class discussions, especially during Word Study 
activities. Well done.  

02D Ryusei  O. For his excellent listening skills and for always taking pride in his work! Well done Ryusei  

02G Eliza G. For using your getting along skills and enthusiasm when working with others. Well done Eliza!  

02M Jaxon T. For your solid participation in your writing conference and feedback this week.  

02N Isla W. For excellent effort on narrative writing - " I Found A Key". Well done Isla.  

02P Eve M. For always putting in 100% effort into everything you do. Well done Eve, keep it up!  

03F Darcy  P. For his tremendous effort with all tasks this week. Well done Darcy!  

03G Harry R. For his positive attitude and giving his very best in all class tasks. Well Done. 

03P Phillip N. For giving his best effort in class when working on reading and writing activities. Keep up the great 
work Phillip.  

03R Miles H. For making great use of learning time and being a role model for others to look up to.  

04B Holly P. For working to the best of her abilities and showing improved focus in the classroom.  

04E Harry W. For the fantastic effort you put into your persuasive writing this week. Keep it up!  

04H Bailee K. For being a kind and caring student who consistently displays excellent manners.  

04T Twiggie M.B. For always persevering with challenging tasks, and sharing her thoughts and ideas with humour! 

04U Kayla M. For her enthusiasm and collaboration during our persuasive writing task.  

5/6B Lachlan A. For initiating interesting discussions during reading groups.  

5/6C Nik S. For stepping up in the classroom and working hard on his Genuis Hour project.  

5/6G Duke S. 
Bailey G. 

For showing responsibility and making wonderful improvements in his effort and outcomes.  
For taking action to improve his decision making allowing him to successfully complete his work.  

5/6H Lola H. For her demonstration of Excellence, particularly during Genius Hour. Well done!  

5/6J Angus M. For working hard for the entire week and contributing to the class in a positive way.  

5/6R Raj H. For his excellent reading during literacy groups and with Mr Hubbard!  

5/6S Noah B. For trying his best with all tasks and writing a great response!  



 



 


