
Thursday 7th November, 2019 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL   
 

 

Allocation of 2020 Classes 

When developing individual classes each year, teachers consider a number of factors 
including academic ability, social competencies, gender, students who work well  
together, those who may not work well together and friendship groupings. While the 
students are consulted about current friendships, it is only one of the criteria  
considered because building new relationships is also part of our education process 
and an important skill for students to develop. 
 

The placement of students is a complex process where teachers put great thought into 
their planning.  They discuss, reflect and review their decisions over a period of time. 
If you feel there is confidential information (educational reason) which could have an 
impact on your child’s placement you may make a written request for consideration.  
 

Any parent request must be in writing to myself or Mrs Richards no later than Friday 
22nd November 2019.  Information will only be considered if it in writing and received 
by the due date.  Requests will not be considered after this date. 
 

Please note that multiple requests or requests that impact on another student’s class 
placement cannot be considered in the process. With over 730 children at the school  
it is impractical to take parent request for specific teachers, naming a specific  
teacher/gender as a request will not be considered.    
 

If parents have written requests in previous years, we do not retain these as students’ 
needs change from year to year.  If the consideration from a previous year is still  
important, a new letter should be written. 
 

There may often be a reason why your request is not granted. It is therefore important 
not to indicate to your child that you have made a request as this may lead to  
unnecessary disappointment.  
 

2020 

Thank you to the families who have officially let us know of their intentions for 2020. If 
you will not be returning to PPS next year can you please let as know ASAP, as we 
need accurate enrolment numbers to plan structures and timetables.   
 

Trivia Night Wrap Up 

Congratulations to Jenn Byrne (Grace M, 1B) and her mother, Margaret, on the very 
successful Trivia Night.  Wrapping up the event, the night will have raised  
approximately $12,500.00.   
 

 

Enjoy your weekend. 
 

 

 

Leanne Bradney 

Principal 
 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

Wednesday 6th - 
Friday 15th  

Foundation - Grade 
2  Swimming 

 

Monday 11th 

Grade 3 Excursion 

 

Thursday 14th 

Bike Ed. 
 

Monday 18th 

School Council 
 

Wednesday 20th 

Grade 2 Incursion 

 

Thursday 21st 
Bike Ed. 

 

Monday 25th 

Japanese Day - 
Sushi, Dress Up, 

Incursion 

 

Tuesday 26th 

Japanese Day  
Incursion 

 

Wednesday 27th 

Prep Excursion 

 

GATEWAYS  
Challenge 

 

Thursday 28th 

Bike Ed. 
 

 

DECEMBER 

Thursday 5th  
Bike Ed. 

 

Friday 13th 

Parent Helper  
Morning Tea 

 

Gr. 6 Graduation 

 

Monday 16th 

MSAC - Grade 6 

 

Wednesday 18th 

Talent Quest 
 

Thursday 19th 

Disco 

 

 

Friday 20th  
End of Term 

12.30pm Assembly 

1.00pm Dismissal 

Responsibility     Respect     Resilience     Integrity     Cooperation     Excellence 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING!   
 

 

FOUNDATION 

This week in Foundation we have started our 
Swimming Program.  We are all very proud of the 
children and how responsible they have been at 
the pool so far!  Information about swimming has 
been posted on Compass, otherwise contact your 
teacher for further information.  
 

We are continuing to revise digraphs (sh, th, ch, 
wh and ph) this week and have begun our  
Statistics and Probability unit in our classrooms.  
 

In our Inquiry unit we have learnt the features of 
mammals, including marsupials and monotremes, 
and are now moving onto reptiles and  
amphibians.  
 

Thank you to all the parents who have  
volunteered for the Zoo excursion.  If you wish to 
volunteer, please speak to your child’s teacher 
ASAP.  
 

 

GRADE 1 

Swimming started for F-2 children on Wednesday. 
Please remember to LABEL all items for your 
child (towel, cap, bathers, and clothes) and pack 
spare underwear because they will need to wear 
their bathers under their uniform to the pool each 
day.  Please be advised, as the week progresses, 
your child may also change groups/lanes  
according to the instructor’s specifications.  
 

Literacy focus for this week is the MSL sound  
S - /z/s/, features of non-fiction texts and plurals. 
Homework will be continuing to read regularly, 
practise red flag words and complete the  
FROZEN game (Week 5).  There will be no  
homework in Week 6. 
 

As there are no Maths group rotations, students 
will be staying with their classroom teachers for 
the next fortnight to work on Fractions.  Most 
groups are looking at halves (and quarters) of 
shapes and groups of objects.  They may start to 
point out fractions that they see in the home or 
around their environment as they learn more 
about this topic. 

 

GRADE 2 

We trust you all enjoyed your Melbourne Cup  
public holiday. 
 

Swimming is in full swing with students now being 
placed in their swimming groups.  Please  
remember that students should wear their bathers 
to school and make sure every item of clothing is 
labelled.   
 

As a result of swimming, we have had to tweak our 
weekly program slightly. 
In Maths, we have begun our unit on Shape and 
Location and this will be completed in our own 
classes due to the Swimming Timetable.  Students 
will investigate the properties 2D and 3D shapes, 
location as well as transformation. 
 

In Writing, we are continuing on with Information 
Reports looking at bringing together their 
knowledge of how water gets to our house,  
conservation and sustainability. 
 

Students are encouraged to continue daily home 
reading as well as spelling activities. 
 

Go Grade 2! 
 

 

GRADE 3 

During our Integrated Studies, the children have 
been learning about our closest neighbouring 
countries and investigating their geographical  
features, climate and interesting facts.  
 

This will link to our excursion on Monday 11th  
November when we will visit the Museum and 
watch Volcanoes 3D at IMAX.  Your child will need 
to bring a snack, lunch and drink bottle in a small 
backpack.  
 

We have used Compass to create a paperless  
permission form for this excursion, so please 
check your Compass App to give your consent.  If 
you are unable to access it, your class teacher can 
send home a paper copy so just let them know.  
 

Thanks to the parents who have volunteered to 
attend the excursion, your child’s teacher will  
contact you with the details.  
 

We have started a new Applied Maths topic, 
Length, Capacity and Mass.  This means your 
child could be in a different group with a different 
teacher.   
 

Already the children have been estimating and 
measuring objects around the classroom and 
school grounds, using formal units of centimetres 
and metres.  It would greatly benefit your child, if 
you could continue to discuss these  
measurements in a real life capacity whenever 
they arise. 
 

Congratulations to the students who have 
achieved their AR Target:  Alana R, Benny R, 
Milan H, and Summer N. 
 

 

 



 

GRADE 4 

Bike Ed – The students thoroughly enjoyed their 
first session last week (despite the heat) and we 
would like to thank all the parents who came 
along to help.  We look forward to the future  
sessions. 
 

Writing – We are concentrating on Recount  
writing and the students have been asked to write 
a recount of our excursion last week.  The focus is 
to write an engaging and descriptive recount that 
engages the reader whilst sticking to the structure 
and tense of recount writing. 
 

Comprehension / Spelling – The Auggie and Me 
mentor text is being enjoyed by all.  We are using 
the vocabulary from the book as our spelling 
words and have received some very insightful  
answers to our homework reflections.  The  
students are doing a great job at expanding their 
word knowledge, and understanding through this 
text. 
  

Maths – We are continuing on with Patterns and 
Algebra.  This is focusing on finding patterns and 
rules.  Student are encouraged to see if the  
Pattern is increasing or decreasing, how much is it 
counting by and which operation is being used? 
With Algebra, we are looking at how letters  
represent numbers and how to calculate based on 
this knowledge.  This is another area where  
number facts, being able to calculate mentally and 
times table facts are essential.  We continue to 
encourage you to practise times tables and basic 
number facts with your children on a regular  
basis. 
 

Inquiry – We are now moving on to the next 
phase of our topic – Explorers and the reasons 
why they decided to go into the unknown.  We 
have been exploring timelines and how to  
illustrate and label them.  The next step will be to 
research an explorer and create a project  
involving groups of 3 students creating a short  
video depicting the discoveries and significant  
moments in their exploration lives.  This will  
involve research, creating a script and making a 
documentary using iMovie about their  
explorer.  The PDF of the project can be found on 
Seesaw. 
  

Each group member has been charged with  
researching a specific area for their team and are 
to bring this back to school (in their own words) 
by Wednesday 13th November.  It is important 
that they do not bring slabs of information copied 
and pasted from the internet and that they  
understand all the information they have 
found.  
 

Homework: 
Week 5 – (NO Spelling words this week  

Reading and recording, Explorer research. 
 

Week 6 – Reading and comprehension, spelling 
and definitions, Explorer research. 

GRADE 5/6 

The Grade 5/6 students have been working  
tirelessly to publish their ‘Area 4171’ writing task 
and teachers have been extremely impressed by 
the creativity of their work.  
 

Students have now begun their newest Maths   
topic ‘Patterns and Algebra’.   
 

Grade 6 students are reminded that their  
Graduation note, together with $40 payment, is 
due to be returned by Friday 8th

 November 
(tomorrow).  
 

Our Science learning is well under way.  Students 
will choose an experiment that they want to   

explore further and write a full scientific method to 
test their hypothesis.  
 

We continue to strongly encourage students to be 
reading at least 20 minutes per night.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE 

The final second hand uniform sale for the year is 
set for Thursday November 28th to coincide with 
the Foundation Afternoon Tea.  
 

New Foundation sales 2pm - 3.15pm 

 

All school 3.15pm - 4pm. 
 

All donations of laundered uniform items gratefully 
received at the office.  
  

We particularly need small sizes.  Bags, hats and 

reader folders in good condition also accepted. 
 

 



 

Nude Food Archie B.  5/6T Congratulations Archie! 

FC Blake O. 
Todd W. 

For attentively listening to classroom instructions using his whole body listening. 
For being a helpful member of our class and promptly completing classroom activities. 

FJ Benjamin D. For taking greater care with his handwriting. 

FM Indie T. For being a helpful classmate and listening attentively in class. 

FS Clementine S. For her clever contributions and questioning during all group discussions. 

FT Tex B. For his enthusiasm and contributing interesting ideas about the ‘meteor’ during  
Literacy Week. 

1A Willa G. 
 

Adi R. 

For sharing ideas enthusiastically in Inquiry and working diligently to write and edit an 
Animal ‘WANTED’ poster. 
For participating more in whole class and team challenges with a smile recently. 

1B Eden H. 
Luka M. 

For your big smile and enthusiastic approach to all learning tasks. 
For your enthusiasm during Writing this week. 

1M Akira S. For working hard on your reading.  Keep it up. 

1P Wendy L. For working really hard across all areas of the curriculum.  Keep it up. 

1R Harrison S. For his excellent vocabulary choice and creative writing about the meteor. 

2D Eden R. For being a kind friend and always offering to help her classmates and teachers. 

2M Ethan B.  For using feedback and making good choices with your writing, which resulted in a 
successful piece. 

2P Alice M. For being respectful to her classmates in 2P. 

2T Grace C. For consistently doing her very best and acting like a terrific role model.  Well done 
Grace. 

3F David G. For excellent knowledge on the geography of Australia. 

3H Zoe L. For excellent effort with her homework tasks. 

3P Saoirse C. For showing good reading stamina and for trying to use details in a story to infer 
meaning. 

3R Washington O. For showing consistent concentration during class and producing great work. 

4B Shalini D. For consistently working to the best of her abilities and taking great pride in her work. 

4E Charlotte c. For her consistent effort, focus and enthusiasm during all set tasks.  Well done. 

4H Rosie M. For her enthusiasm and kind hearted nature. 

4U Harriet W. 
Jensen B. 

For their collaborative effort in creating an interesting news article on our meteor 
crash. 

5/6C Fraser B. For his insightful and intelligent comments in class discussion when reading ‘A  
Wrinkle in Time’ and for an interesting character profile. 

5/6H Matilda G. For her excellent summaries of ‘A Wrinkle in Time’. 

5/6J Harry W. 
Abbey V. 

For consistently putting your best food forward to learn like a champion. 
For being a kind, caring and friendly member of the class.  Well done Abbey. 

56M Joe G-J. For always showing respect to peers, teachers and the school community. 

5/6R Will S. For always being an honest and trustworthy student. 

5/6S Mitch McA. For always using excellent manners and having a positive attitude in class. 

5/6T Scarlett D. For always being responsible and being a respectful student. 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

Friday 25th October, 2019 



 

Nude Food Milan H.   3P Congratulations Milan. 

FC Grace C. 
Jake H. 

For modelling admirable behaviour within the classroom and school yard. 
For attentively listening to instructions and promptly beginning classroom tasks. 

FJ Juniper W. 
Ryan M. 

For wonderful contributions to class discussions. 
For a magnificent effort with his reading. 

FM Jude W. For his wonderful knowledge and enthusiasm about our ‘Money’ topic in Maths. 

FS Kayleigh A. For her Super Star efforts in getting up to spelling lists. 

FT Leo B. For always trying his best and for persisting with activities.  You tried so hard with our 
challenging problem solving task this week. 

1A Liam R. 
Sullivan W. 

 

For diligently working with a partner to write a four page narrative about Meteors. 

1B Archie D. For your enthusiasm during our Literacy Week writing. 

1M Lily McK. For always striving for excellence in everything you do. 

1R Rose B. For displaying courage and resilience and continuing to complete all tasks with a 
smile. 

2D Michelle C. For being a terrific classmate with terrific listening skills.  Well done. 

2M Isla R. For a super effort with your Meteor narrative and with all tasks you complete. 

2P Zedrin R. For taking responsibility for his actions and making positive choices.  Keep it up Zed.. 

2S Hannah K. 
Georgia Z. 

For demonstrating Super 6 Values consistently. 
For striving for excellence. 

2T Hunter C. For showing great initiative during Science and a ‘have a go’ attitude to all tasks. 

3F Shivani K. For working exceptionally hard on your Meteor newspaper article. 

3H Levi M. For having a positive attitude and excellent effort with his reading. 

3P Kayla MacD. For writing a fantastic newspaper article about Area 4171 for Literacy Week. 

3R Owen S. For writing a fantastic narrative about the meteor and having lovely manners at all 
times. 

4B Poppy S. For producing work of a high standard and approaching all set tasks with a positive 
mindset. 

4E Josh T-G. For being an active learner who shares meaningful thoughts and ideas with the class.  
Keep it up. 

4H Will M. 
Milla T 

For showing initiative and persistence. 
For being an empathetic and kind student. 

5/6C Eva M. For her beautifully crafted narrative about the ‘Meteorite’ landing in Area 4171.       
Amazing writing. 

5/6H Will F. For continually writing to a high standard that exceeds expectations. 

56M Daniel T. For working conscientiously to publish Memory Book writing.  Well done. 

5/6R Fletcher J. For his excellent questions and knowledge in Science. 

5/6S Scott S. For working hard to edit and improve his ‘Area 4171’ writing task. 

5/6T Jet W. For willingly sharing his knowledge with the class. 

 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

 

Friday 1st November, 2019 



 

 



 
TRIVIA NIGHT  



 
TRIVIA NIGHT  



 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

We have 3 job vacancies available at 
Acacia Avenue Preschool. 
 

All job descriptions and applications are 
available at: 
http://www.acaciaavepreschool.org.au/
job-opportunities/ 
 

 

 


