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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
October

Welcome Back
Monday was a perfect day to welcome back all our students to face to face
Friday 16th
teaching. The sun was shining and it was great to see all the smiling faces of our
PPA meeting
students as they happily returned to school. The parents seemed pretty excited as
via Zoom 9.30am
well!
Monday 19th
The children have settled back into the school routine seamlessly. We are aware
School Council meeting
that the children will be a little tired readjusting to a full day of face to face teaching.
via WebEx 6.00pm
The staff are focusing on our 3 key areas of literacy/numeracy, wellbeing and
Thursday 22nd
transitions. The teachers are undertaking a variety of assessments and tasks with
Footy Day
the children in order for us to analyse the data to adjust our programs if necessary.
We have allocated support staff to each grade level to assist in supporting students
Friday 23rd
as required.
Grand Final Public
Holiday

November
Tuesday 3rd
Melbourne Cup Public
Holiday
Thursday 12th
School Photographs

December
Term 4 Ends
Friday 18th Dec

Footy Day
Although we have had our virtual Footy Day we are getting into the spirit of the footy
finals. Children are able to wear their footy gear or team colours on
Thursday
22nd October. A reminder that Friday 23rd October has been deemed a Public
Holiday in Victoria.
School Review
Every Government school undertakes a school review every 4 years based on their
School Strategic Plan. We were due to have our school review in Term 2, due to the
current climate this has been postponed a number of times. However, we are
progressing with this and are now going to complete the review online. We
completed our self evaluation in Term 1 with input from students, teachers, parents
and School Council in Term 4 2019 and finalised in Term 1 2020. The
review will
consist of 4 days over the coming weeks. We have our first day (Validation Day) on
Tuesday 20th October. This will involve the reviewer, SEIL
(Senior Education Improvement Leader) and Challenge partners analysing our self
evaluation which includes: level of achievement for each of our goals and targets,
key enablers and barriers linked to our 2016-2019 Strategic Plan. We will be unable
to physically undertake our fieldwork days, however, we have a number of teachers
who have recorded their lessons to provide teaching and learning information.
We are looking forward to completing our Review in order to focus on our next
Strategic Plan and priorities. The priorities will include goals and targets in Literacy,
Numeracy, Engagement and Wellbeing. Once the review process is completed we
will communicate information to the parent community.

From The Principal ……. Cont’d
2020 Parent Opinion Survey
For the 2020 year, all parents will be invited to participate in this year’s Parent Opinion
Survey. The Parent Opinion Survey is an Annual survey offered by the Department of
Education and Training. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of
parents’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and
experiences of remote and flexible learning. Our school will use the survey results to help
inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. More information
will be sent out shortly.
2021 School Year
If you have a child in Foundation to Year 5 who is not returning to PPS next year, could
you please email the office or the class teacher as soon as possible. This will assist with
planning for class structures and staffing for 2021.
Leanne Bradney
Principal

AND NOW A WORD FROM MRS RICHARDS…………

WHAT’S HAPPENING!
FOUNDATION
Welcome back!! We cannot believe that we are
already up to Term 4 and that our Foundation
students are nearing the end of the first year of
school! Once again, the Foundation students have
wowed us with their confident return to school from
remote learning. It has been lovely to see them
bouncing into their classrooms each morning, with a
huge smile, eager to start their day! This week we
have had a big focus on building relationships in our
classrooms and have also been working on our school
routines and classroom rules.
We are also very lucky in Foundation as we have a
number of additional teachers supporting us this term
and helping us prepare the children for their transition
to Grade 1! These teachers will be
working with a range of students from across the level.
Please note take home readers will not begin until
week 3 or 4, as teachers will need time to accurately
assess students reading levels. We will still be reading
with students in the classroom and checking list
words, however written feedback may not be given.
Teachers will also be updating Sound Packs in the
coming weeks so please ensure they come to school in
reader folders each day.

GRADE 1
Welcome back everyone! We are so excited to have
returned to the classroom with the kids and cannot
believe it is Term 4 already! We just wanted to say
how proud we are of all the Grade 1’s on their lovely,
smooth transition back to school. They have settled
into the routine so well!
This week we have begun looking at Narratives in
writing, beginning with retelling stories. You can help
us make the link to reading by asking your child to
retell their book after they have read it! We are also
looking at the r-controlled vowel sounds in Word
Study, like ar, ir, er, ur, and or. In Maths we have
continued with Chance and Probability and are
starting to look at Data and Graphs. We have also
begun our new Inquiry unit on Australia, we can’t wait
to ‘travel’ around Australia throughout this term!
Thank you to all our wonderful families for your
support throughout Remote Learning, as well as
helping to make the transition back to school an easy
one!

GRADE 2
Grade 2 students have settled back into onsite learning
so well, proving once again how adaptable they are.
We are incredibly impressed with them!
Our current CAFÉ reading, writing, and inquiry sessions
are integrated with a focus on ‘Earth’s Precious
Resources’. This fortnight, students are discovering a
range of interesting facts about
water and
specifically, the natural water cycle. They are learning
more about the structure of an explanation text, and
how to use diagrams and pictures to enhance their
understanding of texts, as well as their own writing
pieces.
As part of our Maths topic, ‘Chance, Data and Graphs’,
students are learning how to pose
questions and
survey their classmates in order to gather, represent
and analyse data. We are also continuing to build
number sense and fluency with a ‘number warm-up’ to
begin each Maths lesson.
Resilience and wellbeing has been centred around
settling back into school routines, social skills, and
school values.
Well done Grade 2s for such a positive start to the
Term.

GRADE 3
The Grade 3 teachers have eagerly welcomed back the
Grade 3 students into the classrooms
after a
successful, however long, period of Remote
Learning. The Grade 3 teachers have been astounded
by the way in which the students have settled back into
the classroom and have been highly impressed by the
positive and resilient attitude the students have shown
this year.
Reading
Over the remote learning period, students engaged in
the use of CARS and STARS online to build upon their
comprehension strategies. They are currently finalising
their progress through our post-test procedure where
we get to see the wonderful growth the students have
made throughout the year.
Writing
This week, students are starting to explore explanation
texts, where they are writing in great descriptive detail
about how a wide range of things work. Students have
linked their prior knowledge of Life Cycles to create
informative texts.
Maths
In Maths, students are completing the topic of
Location and Transformation and are investigating
Symmetrical shapes. We have been revising many
concepts at the beginning of our Math sessions, using
a range of Mental Math strategies. Our next topic will
be Patterns and Algebra, a topic that will be new to
many.

WHAT’S HAPPENING … cont’d

GRADE 5/6

Inquiry
Term 4 will see us begin a new inquiry topic of
'Amazing Australia'. In this topic, students will
research all about our States and Territories and
discover lots of information about our closest
neighbouring countries. It will be very interesting to
find compare and contrast the daily lives of our
neighbours!

Welcome back to our 5/6 students and families.

The Grade 3 team would again like to thank all parents
for the support you have provided your child and the
school over the Remote Learning period.

GRADE 4
The Grade 4 students have made a tremendous return
to onsite learning and have thoroughly enjoyed the
company of their classmates and teachers.
Looking at this first couple weeks of Term 4 as a mini
'Learning how to Learn' period, students have been
completing a range of activities that will further assist
them in transitioning back to school.
As student welfare is as always our number priority,
students have participated in regular mindfulness
activities and will continue working on Resilience
Project lessons to further explore gratitude, empathy
and mindfulness.
All Grade 4's were encouraged to reflect as part of our
recount writing unit and have done a great job
ordering events in chronological order and writing in
the past tense.
In Maths, students have worked in their Maths groups
exploring and revising 2D shapes, 3D objects and
angles.
In our Inquiry unit 'Game of Life', students have
learned about 'Famous Failures' of the past and have
spent time setting SMART goals for the term.
To help develop their speaking and listening skills, the
students enjoyed playing 'Dead Ants', a ‘Play is the
Way’ game with a focus on listening, following
instructions and making good decisions. Students also
learned about 'Dialogic Classrooms' and took turns
speaking and listening within a small group and
practised note taking.
We commend all Grade 4 students on their first week
back at Parkdale Primary and we look forward to a
productive term!

We are so excited to be back into the classroom and
are thrilled to see so many happy faces! The students
have settled into the classroom environment incredibly
well and have hit the ground running!
Writing: We have started our new genre of ‘Response
Writing’. This involves students conveying their
reaction to a variety of stimuli, including: videos, music,
illustrations and events.
Maths: Students are in their second week of learning
Multiplication Strategies (Grade 5) and Decimal
Operations (Grade 6). Post Tests for these concepts will
be completed next week.
Comprehension: Over four weekly sessions, students
will be taking part in reciprocal reading. Working in
small groups, children will break down and analyse
extracts to construct a deeper understanding of the
text. This, alongside independent reading, short reads
and learning of the 12 comprehension strategies, will
continue to be a focus for the Term.
Resilience/Social Skills: Students will continue
completing ‘The Resilience Project’ as well as short
lessons that build on social skills and forming new
friendships.
Genius Hour: This student led unit, is an approach
that allows children to be guided by their own
interests. Creating their own ‘passion’ question,
students will research, analyse and present
‘new learning’ on their chosen topic.
Grade 5 Activities: This term is all about setting
students up to become lifelong learners. Students will
explore their own identity and the characteristics of a
leader.
Grade 6 Memory Books: Students are reminded to get
their scrapbook as soon as possible. If students already
have their scrapbooks, these can be brought into the
classroom for safe keeping. Scrapbooks can be
purchased from Kmart for $8.00.
Thank you once again for all of your ongoing support
during remote learning. We couldn’t have done it
without you!

STARS OF THE WEEK
Friday 9th October, 2020
00G

Foundation G

For being so positive, resilient and hard working during remote learning! You're all
superstars!

00J

Alexander M.

For his positivity, hard work and resilience during remote learning!

00N

Abigail F. &
Alana G.

For always completing her tasks with a big smile on her face!

00S

William R.

For being an enthusiastic learner and eager contributor who was always able to put smiles on
the faces of others in our WebEx sessions.

00T

Foundation T

For your amazing efforts, enthusiasm and positivity during remote learning!

01A

Jackson C.

For his excellent use of vocabulary in his holiday recount writing!

01B

Asta J.

For her enthusiastic start to Term 4 and approaching each day with a big smile.

01M

Tex B.

For the excellence you displayed in your work throughout remote learning, and your consistent
efforts to complete work independently. Well done, Tex!

01P

Oli T.

For a great start to Term 4 and contributing to WebEx meetings with enthusiasm.

01R

Lilah D.

For continuing to work independently and productively during remote learning and using
feedback to improve your work. Well done.

02D

Ela S.

For your enthusiastic start to term 4 and always trying your best! Well done Ela

02G

Georgina W.

For your enthusiastic contributions during WebEx sessions, well done!

02M

Mila P.

For your super effort with Word Study on Tuesday.

02N

Sierra H.

For her enthusiastic and happy approach to home learning tasks. Well done Sierra.

02P

Evie M.

For your consistent positive attitude towards your learning and always completing work to your
best standards. Thanks for being a superstar! Well done Evie.

03F

Eden R.

For your consistent enthusiasm, effort and positivity and always completing work to the best of
your ability. You are a superstar!

03G

Elissa F.

For your positive attitude and consistent approach to completing tasks to the best of your
ability. Super Job!

03P

Harriet T.

For contributing to our class WebEx meetings and for always trying her very best with all of her
work. Very proud of you Harriet.

03R

Nic Q.

For consistently striving for his best and completing tasks with excellence.

04B

Levi M.

For consistently completing set tasks and using feedback to improve his work.

04E

Declan P.

For ensuring he completes his tasks regularly and to the best of his ability. Great job Declan!

04H

Seb M.

For using his imaginative and creative thinking to present quality work in interesting ways.

04T

Jack L.

For making an excellent start to Term 4 by always completing tasks to the best of his ability.

04U

Finn McC.

For always being consistent and having a go at all his remote learning activities.

5/6B

Will M.

For a fantastic start to Term 4, consistently attending WebEx meetings and completing tasks.

5/6C

Mahlin N.

For ensuring he submits his activities daily and regularly attending WebEx meetings, great
organisation Mahlin!

5/6G

Kayley S.

For showing determination for all challenges she faces and doing a magnificent job with her
memory book publishing.

5/6H

Eva L.

For demonstrating impeccable resilience and excellence during the whole remote learning
period. You have been an absolute superstar!

5/6J

Lucia H.

For a fantastic finish to remote learning, completing tasks creatively and to the best of your
ability.

5/6R

Livvy A.

For her positive attitude and for having a strong start to Term 4!

5/6S

Issy T.

For always trying her best and overcoming all problems with resilience.

Guitar Lessons
Due to the current situation I have not been able to
teach face to face for most of the year. Guitar
students have been enjoying online lessons and there are still a
few spots available for Term 4, 2020.
If there are any students interested in learning Guitar online in
Term 4, please email timewisemusic@optusnet.com.au for an
Enrolment Form, or alternatively call Trevor on 0404 018 382.

