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From the Principal
We cannot believe that we are at the end of Term 3. Remote Online Learning is
not an ideal situation and certainly we are aware of the challenges it presents.
However, we have also seen what can be accomplished and have focused on
the positive outcomes of this experience. We have continued to have a strong
focus on literacy, numeracy and wellbeing throughout this time. Technology has
been successfully used by both teachers and students to continue teaching and
learning in a remote environment.
Our senior students have developed skills such as time management,
self-motivation, completing tasks independently and being responsible for their
own learning, which will hold them in good stead for when they transition to
Secondary school. Still we all look forward to when the children return to on-site
learning. This experience has highlighted the important role teachers and schools
play in society. I know one thing the children and teachers are excited about is
interacting face to face with each other and not through a screen.
Term 4 Arrangements
Remote Learning will continue for all students F-6 the week beginning Monday
5th October.
Students in Foundation to Grade 2 will return to onsite learning on Monday 12th
October. We will send out further information during the first week of Term 4 in
regards to Drop off and Pick up as we are anticipating that there will be a
staggered Drop off and Pick up. This process will be the same one which we
enacted at the end of Term 2.
Remote learning will continue for all students in Grade 3 to 6. At this point in time
a date for the return of our Grade 3-6 students to face-to-face learning is yet to be
confirmed. Children of permitted workers and vulnerable students will be able to
attend onsite, if supervision is required.
Foundation 2021
We held our first virtual Information Afternoon today for our 2021 Foundation
families. We realise this has been a challenging and disruptive year for students,
and how it may impact their preparation and transition into school next year. The
Foundation team have begun a YouTube channel for parents and children and
we also moved our Information Session forward a month. Our Information
Session covered suggestions to help your child prepare for school and what the
start of next year will be like. We anticipate the need for a different start to the
year and we will be well prepared for this not only in Foundation but across the
whole school.

From The Principal ……. Cont’d
The Grade 5/6 teachers are working hard behind the scenes to support our Grade 6 students for their
transition to Year 7. Planning is also well underway as to what Graduation may look like this year.
Footy Day
Our first virtual Footy Day was very successful and lots of fun. The day began with students logging into
their football teams WebEx room and singing their club song. Mr Sing and Mr Rafferty presented ‘One
Week at a Time’ and this included some very special guests from the Melbourne, Carlton and Western
Bulldogs Footy Clubs. The virtual Footy Incursion saw between 70-130 children in each House group
session participating. Congratulations to all grades who successfully guessed the mystery footballer, the
winner drawn was 1P.
School Disco
Let’s Get the Party Started. Students in Foundation to Grade 3 celebrated the end of Term with a disco on
Tuesday. The children dressed up in their best disco clothes and danced away the afternoon.
Thank you
Once again we would like to highlight what an amazing effort the children have put in during the Term.
To the Students
We teach you about resilience, persistence, working hard and having a positive mindset and you have all
displayed these traits throughout Remote Learning. The quality and quantity of the work you have
submitted over this time is a credit to you. All the staff are so incredibly proud of all of you this year and
you should be incredibly proud of yourselves.
We are all looking forward to having all the kids back at PPS.
To the Parents
The teachers are extremely grateful for all your support during this time. We understand that it is not an
easy task juggling your work commitments and your child/ren’s Remote Learning. We could not have done
this so successfully without you, so thank you.
We hope all families enjoy a relaxing break.
From the PPS Staff

AND NOW A WORD FROM MRS RICHARDS…………
The holidays must be a bitter sweet thought for many of you at the moment. Whilst there
will not be the pressure of remote learning we do understand that the holidays will present
yet another challenge as you try to juggle working from home and entertaining children
who have already been at home for many weeks. We really thank you so much for the
hard work that you have put in over this term in ensuring that the children were present
and ready to learn each day and that they were supported in their tasks. We have asked
you to remain positive and to provide your children with real life examples of resilience
and
persistence. We know that hasn’t always been easy but we also know that one day
they will look back on this time and realise just how amazing you were. As I heard at a
seminar the other day - “ A child cannot be what a child cannot see” Rest assured that
the valuable lessons you are teaching your children at the moment will hold them in good
stead. Below is a grid of ideas for family holiday activities. Purely optional but just in
case you are looking for inspiration.

The school holidays are just around the corner and Kingston Libraries has a great
range of activities to keep the kids and teens busy. Our September-October
program has been released today with bookings/registrations open immediately. All
activities are free and are offered either online or by post. Activities include a variety
of craft/STEM mail outs, yoga classes for kids and teens, an illustration workshop
with graphic novel and comic artist Sarah Howell (co-founder of Squishface
Studio), cooking classes in which kids will cook dinner for the family, Minecraft,
Dungeons & Dragons, and LEGO Challenges. Story time continues to be streamed
live daily Monday to Friday, and our Story Lines writing competition is still open for
last minute entries (entries close 26 September).
You will find details of the program here - kingston.vic.gov.au/library/Kids-Place/
Kids-Activities-2 You will see the program to download and a link to the bookings.
Library staff are available to talk to Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, so don’t hesitate
to call us on 1300 135 668 if you need us. You can also ask a question via our ‘Ask
a Librarian’ page - kingston.vic.gov.au/library/Library-Services/Ask-a-Librarian
Remember that our online resources are available all day, every day, so check out
our eBooks, eAudiobooks, digital magazines, free film streaming, online
encyclopaedia and more. If you are not already a member you can join for free
online and start accessing these resources immediately - kingston.vic.gov.au/
library/My-Library/Join-Online

